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COLORADO

Department of Education

Assessing English Language Proficiency

Accurate identification of Multilingual Learners (MLs) helps ensure Colorado districts and schools* provide a comprehensive English
language acquisition program (s) best designed to meet the needs of its students. WIDA Screener is designed to provide an initial
measure of a student’s academic English Language Proficiency (ELP). Following Colorado’s Standardized Identification Procedures, this

assessment is administered to potential MLs who are enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12, to assist educators in identifying
students who are eligible for Language Instruction Educational Programs (LIEPs)**.

Furthermore, to support efficient enrollment and uninterrupted ELD instruction and programs, WIDA Screener administration is not
required for: K-12 students who transfer between Colorado districts or schools with prior schooling in Colorado who have been
previously designated as ML (NEP/LEP) in Data Pipeline; and/or students who have current year WIDA ACCESS Overall and Literacy
composite scores found in CEDAR/COGNOS or included in transfer records. However, if a potential ML student does not have record of
K-12 public district or school enrollment in Colorado, administer WIDA Screener to determine LIEP eligibility unless the student has an
official WIDA ACCESS or WIDA Screener score report from another WIDA State.

Districts and schools are obligated to develop comprehensive procedures and processes for identifying potential multilingual
learners outlined in the Standardized Identification Procedures. The framework must meet federal and state statutory
requirements to ensure timely and accurate evaluation when a new student enrolls with potential linguistic needs.

WIDA Screener is the collective name for WIDA's suite of ELP assessments used to help educators identify whether K-12 students are in
fact multilingual learners. It is a flexible, on-demand assessment that can be administered at any time during the school year. WIDA
Screener tests include four formats which are designed to meet the needs of student’s grade level and/or cognitive ability:

e  WIDA Screener for Kindergarten (kinder — first semester first grade)

e WIDA Screener Online (second semester first grade — grade 12)

e  WIDA Screener Paper (second semester first grade — grade 12)

e WIDA Alternate Screener (grades K-12). There is limited information provided in this document. Specific information pertaining to
this assessment can be found in the WIDA Alternate Screener Quick Guide.

Assessment Scores & Body of Evidence

WIDA Screener measures the student’s ability to comprehend and communicate in English in four language domains: listening,
speaking, writing, and reading. It is a required component of Colorado’s Standardized Identification Procedures. This state mandated

assessment is used to determine ELP level and whether a student is in fact a multilingual learner or not. Moreover, results must not be
used to meet or substitute for the statewide annual ELP summative test, WIDA ACCESS, required under Title I, Title Ill, and ESSA. The
purpose of administering WIDA Screener is strictly for initial identification, not to meet Standardized Redesignation Procedures or any

criteria to exit from ML status. Parent or guardian permission is not needed to assess a student’s ELP level for placement purposes.
District and schools must ensure the grade-appropriate test is administered to potential ML students who do not have ML Historical
data in CEDAR/COGNOS following information located in the WIDA Screener Quick Guides.

*In this document, the term “district and school” references any public local educational agency, the State Charter School Institute, as well as, public facility, online, and
charter schools (Title 22, C.R.S. 22-1-101). **HLS indicates “English only” or “No”, but there is evidence of a primary or home language other than English observed by
educators and/or seen in Data Pipeline reports. When this occurs districts and schools must conduct further ELP level investigation upon enrollment to determine if the
student is a potential ML and eligible for ELD instruction. This includes reviewing current year WIDA ACCESS Overall and Literacy composite scores found on ML Historical
data reports found in CEDAR/COGNOS (Student Interchange File) prior to administering WIDA Screener and/or determining student’s ELP designation and data coding.
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Districts and schools are required to have a consistent, criteria based system to evaluate student level Body of Evidence (BOE) when a
documented disability precludes a student from taking any WIDA Screener test domain. For instances, when test accommodations are
not available or do not support the student overcoming the impacts of their disability, the educational team must collect local
evidence in the non-tested domain(s) prior to determining student’s ELP level. Specifically, an accompanying rubric or other objective
indicator used to evaluate local assessments, classroom observations, or analysis of student work to determine whether the potential
ML student has met expectations for accessing grade level content. In addition, for very rare cases, evidence must also be collected,
evaluated, and documented when there is reasonable cause to believe WIDA Screener scores do not accurately reflect student’s
language abilities which directly effects eligibility for ELD instruction or programming. However, collecting evidence is not required
when a student completes all four WIDA Screener test domains, i.e., student was not precluded from accessing the contents of the
test. Here evidence may be used to inform instruction, scaffolds and supports in the classroom.

Test Features

e  WIDA Alternate Screener has limited use in Colorado. When considering administration of the WIDA Alternate Screener, the
Special Education (SpEd) and English Language Development (ELD) teams should collaboratively review information found in the
WIDA Alternate Screener Quick Guide. It ensures appropriate, consistent, and student-centered decisions are made using the
three-part eligibility criteria. Important Note: Test participation must be verified by the Individualized Education Program (IEP)

team prior to the ELD team testing a potential multilingual learner with an active IEP.

e  WIDA Screener for Kindergarten is an individually administered and only available paper-and-pencil format. It provides an engaging
story & activity-centered test experience for young learners with a responsive test design that allow students to stop when they
reach the extent of their current language skills. The estimated test administration time is 30 minutes when administering only
listening and speaking domains (students completing all four language domains are likely to take approximately 45 minutes to test).
Certified TAs are responsible for scoring student responses, entering raw scores into the online Kindergarten Score Calculator, and

generating a report of student’s test performance immediately after testing. Important Note: students in kindergarten first
semester take only two domains: listening and speaking; second semester kindergarten and first semester, first grade students take
all four domains: listening, speaking, reading, and writing of WIDA Screener for Kindergarten.

e  WIDA Screener Online (grades 1-12) routes students to easier or more challenging content based on their performance. The online
format promotes increased student engagement and has built-in accessibility and accommodation features to support individual

students' needs. Screener Online can be administered to groups of students in various grades at the same time (refer to Screener
Online Test Administration Manual for additional guidance about group administration). Important Note: The online test platform
automatically scores the Listening and Reading domains during administration. However, the certified TA is responsible for scoring
the Speaking and Writing domains using WIDA Speaking and Writing Scoring Scales found in the TAM.

e  WIDA Screener Paper (grades 1-12) is available for students with little or no prior experience with computers. Students complete
an entry task with Speaking and Writing tasks to determine whether they will continue with the full assessment or a shorter
assessment designed to address the needs of students with limited exposure to English. Screener Paper may be administered
individually or in small group setting depending on the grade level of tested students (refer to Screener Paper Test Administration
Manual for additional guidance about group administration). The estimated test administration time is 80-85 minutes. Important
Note: Test domains are administered and scored locally by certified TAs.

Grade K 1st 2nd 3rd Ath 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
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Grade |& £|& £
o Blg ©® 4~ - L
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Use this grade and semester sequence chart to determine the appropriate test prior to assessing potential ML students
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Training Requirements and Test Preparations

Test Administrators (TAs) are required to complete the appropriate training courses and complete quizzes prior to administrating and
scoring. In addition, CDE requires TAs to fully re-certify every two years. However, if there is a district and/or school requirement to
recertify yearly, educators administering or scoring WIDA Screener assessments must comply with local policy. Training modules can
be found by logging into the WIDA Secure Portal. In the portal, select Assessment Training and launch courses associated with each
WIDA Screener before administering and/scoring tests:

e  For WIDA Screener for Kindergarten, educators must complete the Administration training course and review the WIDA
Screener for Kindergarten Test Administrator Manual

e  For WIDA Screener Online, educators must complete the WIDA Screener Online Administration training courses and review
the WIDA Screener Online Test Administrator Manual

e  For WIDA Screener Paper, educators must complete the WIDA Screener Paper Administration training courses and review the
WIDA Screener Paper Test Administrator Manual

e In addition to test administration, if also tasked to score WIDA Screener Online or WIDA Screener Paper student responses,
complete the relevant Speaking and Writing Scoring training courses for grade levels 1-5 and/or 6-12.

Student test materials and TA manuals can be downloaded (print in color & double sided is recommended) at no cost from the WIDA
Secure Portal or can be purchased through the WIDA Store. Important Note: Screener for Kindergarten and Alternate Screener are
entirely paper based assessments. Screener Paper is mostly paper based but also requires Listening and Speaking domains to be
media-delivered and must be ordered through the WIDA Store. Screener Online requires connection (allow between two and four
weeks before testing to properly install software, make any network or firewall changes, and test the entire system for readiness) to
student devices used in districts and schools.

For Test Administrators (TAs)

e Obtain a WIDA Secure Portal Account from the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC)

e Read the WIDA Screener Test Administrator Manual (TAM) associated with each Screener

e Review the Test Script and Accessibility & Accommodations Manuals

e Complete Online Training Courses and adhere to state and local recertification requirements
¢ Pass (80%) Certification Quizzes prior to administering or scoring each WIDA Screener

Test Administration

Test Administrator Script associated with each assessment must be used during testing. It provides important instructions and
reminders for TAs to follow: WIDA Screener for Kindergarten - make sure you have plenty of space in a quiet room that is free of
distractions; WIDA Screener Online - make sure to print test tickets for students in advance and be prepared to assist students with the
technology; WIDA Screener Paper - make sure to test the Listening and Speaking test audio and have your audio device ready for use;
WIDA Alternate Screener — refer to the quick guide associated with this test.

The estimated test administration time is 30 minutes when administering only listening and speaking domains to kindergarten first
semester students. However, students who are required to complete all items and tasks for each of the four language domains are
likely to take approximately 45-80 minutes depending on their language abilities. Student and TA materials can be downloaded
(recommended to print in color, double sided) at no cost from the WIDA Secure Portal or can be purchased through the WIDA Store.

Scoring Student Responses

Some WIDA Screener assessment domains are scored locally during the assessment by the TA or test platform. Other domains are
scored by WIDA Assessment Management System (WIDA AMS) after test domains are completed.
e  For WIDA Screener Online, scoring is completed in WIDA AMS. Student score reports must be printed or downloaded after
all domains have been scored. WIDA refreshes historical records annually, generating score reports should not be delayed
until the end of the school year.
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e  For WIDA Screener Paper, WIDA Screener for Kindergarten, and WIDA Alternate Screener tests are scored locally. Score
sheets must be entered into the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten Score Calculator, and WIDA Alternate Screener Score

Calculator located on the main WIDA website. Add student scores to the online calculators to produce a printable,
savable PDF score report immediately after testing. These are paper-based tests, WIDA AMS will not be used.

Visit the ELD Standards Framework page for more information about scores, proficiency levels, and how they can be used. Refer to

the WIDA Screener Interpretive Guide for Score Reports to better understand the scores reported for each assessment.

Secure & Save Reports

Student score reports are confidential, and both electronic and hard copy distributions must also comply with state and federal privacy
laws, as well as local school board policies, and should be shared with parents or guardians. Once the WIDA Screener is complete and
students are found to be multilingual learners who are eligible for ELD instruction, provide written communicate about student’s
proficiency level and available LIEP options to the parent or guardian in their preferred language. To view resources or ideas on how to
share information about language testing and test scores with families, explore Family Engagement.

Districts and schools must review and comply with student data retention security and privacy policies. In addition, the School District
Records Management Manual in the Colorado State Archives outlines procedures to locally securely store paper test kits and
records/score reports and other relevant documentation used to identify MLs. ECEA Rules and the Transcript and Records Checklist
outline how student assessment data must be provided when a student transfers or disenrolls. Specifically, ELP assessment results,
along with any documentation related to ML identification, should follow the student to the receiving district and school. Furthermore,
annual CDE compliance audits, which include a review of ML identification documentation, also require districts and schools to retain
WIDA Alternate Screener score reports in accordance with the guidance provided in the English Language Learner Count Audit
Resource Guide.

Accessibility & Accommodations Guidance

Follow guidelines on how to best support students taking WIDA Screener found in the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual and
the Blind/Visually Impaired and Deaf/Hard of Hearing Administration Guidance. These manuals help educators, and IEP/504 Plan
Teams understand and use the test administration considerations, universal tools, and accommodations to produce valid assessment

results for students. Important Note: the following accommodations are not allowed for use during testing: reading aloud of test
items or passages on the Reading test, translating test items into a language other than English, reading of test items in a language
other than English, bilingual dictionary, and accepting student responds to test questions in a language other than English.

Despite WIDA Screener accommodations and recently released BVI and DHH guidance from WIDA, some language domains may still
not be accessible to students who use sign system, braille, or have limited communication in any language. In these rare cases,
educators should determine which domain (s) would be appropriate to administer. However, if accommodations do not increase
equitable access and help students overcome the impacts of the disability, it may be best for the educational support teams (SpEd
and ELD) to examine other relevant data or evidence for the non-tested domain (s). Districts and schools must also create a check list
or decision tree to help guide how ELP decisions were made when any language domain could not be administered due to student’s
disability. Should the district or school be audited by CDE, documentation about how language proficiency is determined when a
specific domain(s) of the WIDA Screener could not be given, is required.

Data Reporting

To ensure districts and schools are meeting the civil rights and educational needs for all students, and to provide accurate reporting,
students must be identified according to standardized ML identification procedures and requirements. Three data fields specific to
MLs are report to CDE during data collections (Student October and Mid-Year) each school year: language background, language
proficiency, and language instruction educational program. These data fields are components of the Student Demographic file, which is
a part of the Student Interchange.
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Colorado ML Historical data is available to district and school staff with assigned permissions in the Colorado Education Data Analysis
and Reporting System (CEDAR), which is also known as COGNOS. District and school staff with permissions to this system may utilize
data reports to review a student’s reported ML History across Colorado K-12 education, determining the most recently reported
language proficiency and viewing current annual ELP summative assessment, WIDA ACCESS scores. This information may be used as
one tool when determining a student’s last reported designation along the language progression sequence (see Appendix located in

the Standardized Identification Procedures). All districts and schools have at least one person assigned as the data respondent who

submits student level data and is able to access these reports and share with applicable colleagues (assigning multiple staff members
permissions to review these reports is a local decision). There are two reports designed to provide useful information: Multilingual
Learner Historical Reporting: SASID Lookup (individual, single student by state id number) and/or Multilingual Learner Historical
Reporting: District List (entire list of students by the reporting district and school) found in the Student Interchange file.

English Language Proficiency Act (ELPA)

Colorado Senate Bill 109, CRS 22-24-106 requires all districts and schools to identify and report multilingual learners. The common
State approved ELP screening assessment, WIDA Screener (Screener for Kindergarten, Online and Paper Screener for Grades 1-12
and/or Alternate Screener) must be used to determine if the definition of a multilingual learner is met under Title Ill of ESEA. The
results of WIDA Screener assessments indicate the level of the student’s proficiency in each domain and will guide accurate placement
into an LIEP. Students who fall below the minimum cut score, which is confirmed with local BOE when applicable, are identified as MLs
(NEP/LEP), are eligible for ELD instruction, and must take the annual summative ELP assessments, WIDA ACCESS until they
demonstrate ELP criteria described in the Standardized Redesignation Guidance. Students who score at or above the minimum score

on WIDA Screener should be identified as Primary Home Language Other Than English (PHLOTE) and are not eligible for ELD
instruction and not required to take WIDA ACCESS.

Public School Finance Act

The Rules for the Administration of the Public School Finance Act are published in 1 CCR 301- 39. These rules further clarify the
following: (6.03): Pursuant to Section 22-54-103(6.5)(a), C.R.S., funding eligible pupils are considered English Language Learners (ELLs)
if they are reported with a language proficiency of Non-English Proficient or Limited-English Proficient as of the applicable count date
and are within the five-year services window defined in English Language Proficiency Act (ELPA). (6.03(1)): Districts and schools must
follow the State's Standardized Identification and Redesignation Procedures to identify and redesignate ELLs and retain documentation
showing these procedures have been followed. As provided under SB21-268 and beginning with fiscal year 2021-2022, the ELL funding
factor will be included in the calculated total program funding for each district and school. Compliance audits including a review of
documentation requires districts and schools to retain WIDA Screener, WIDA ACCESS score reports, supporting formative assessments,
scoring rubrics and evaluation forms used to make ELP decisions following guidance found in the English Language Learner Count Audit

Resource Guide.

Rescreening

Students who have been screened with WIDA Screener and did not qualify for English Language Development (ELD) instruction and
services should not be rescreened without first consulting with parents or guardians and other educational teams, and documenting
intervention efforts through a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) process. For example, this is also true for kindergarten students
in their first semester who were screened with WIDA Screener for Kindergarten in listening and speaking domains only. If kindergarten
students are struggling with literacy development, these challenges should be addressed through literacy supports and interventions
rather than rescreening for ELD instruction and services. However, when there is a persistent language barrier and/or a previously
redesignated student (FEP) is not progressing academically, document the basis for rescreening prior to administering WIDA Screener
to determine if this student would benefit from re-enrolling into an LIEP.
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Students in Alternative and Virtual Learning Environments

All schools, including alternate, virtual or online programs, are required to ensure students are assessed on all academic and ELP state
assessments (i.e., WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Screener). A common approach is to offer multiple in-person testing sites and test times to
accommodate families. Additionally, best practices include clearly communicating state assessment participation expectations during
student registration/enrollment. Students who attend these programs are served by the school they attend, not by the local district.
However, if a student needs to take an ELP state assessment, schools can contract with the local district to support test administration.
Many alternate, virtual or online programs already have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in place with the local district to
allow for annual state assessment testing, and ELP testing can be added to that MOU, if needed.

Written Notification

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA Title | Section 1112(e)(3)), reauthorized as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA,
2015) requires districts and schools to notify parents and guardians of identified ML student in writing, in a language and format they
can understand. Districts and schools may use this sample letter or compose their own letter addressing the minimum essential
elements that are required by ESEA for parent notification, in the case of a child with a disability, how such ELD instruction or program

will meet the IEP objectives for their child. Written notification must be sent no later than 30 days after the beginning of the school
year (CDE defines the Student October Count date as the beginning of school year) or two weeks when student enrolls after the
beginning of the school year. Upon providing parent notification and receiving consent, all identified NEP and LEP students must be
enrolled in and receive adequate and appropriate ELD instruction through the identified LIEP. Moreover, dually identified (ML & SpEd)
students must receive both language instruction and specially designed instruction as outlined in their IEP per state and federal
regulations.

Parents or guardians have the legal right to formally opt their child out of ML programs or particular services at any time after
receiving written notification in a language than can understand (ESEA 1112(e)(3)(A)(viii)). Their decision must be voluntary and based
on a full understanding of the child’s rights, the range of services available to their child, and the benefits of such services. Districts and
schools may not recommend parents or guardians opt their child out of an LIEP or services for any reason. Moreover, formal opt-out
documentation must be signed, reviewed with parents or guardians annually and kept on file locally. Districts and schools may use the
EL Tool Kit sample opt out letter or compose their own letter to provide documentation for legal compliance. Opt-out students are

coded with the appropriate language background, language proficiency and not enrolled in an LIEP, Parent Choice (98) following
guidance found in the Student Interchange: Student Demographic File and Definitions.

Similar to student who are enrolled in an LIEP, students who are not enrolled in an LIEP are also designated or coded Non English
Proficient (NEP) or Limited English Proficient (LEP). Furthermore, all identified MLs (NEP and LEP) are expected to participate in WIDA
ACCESS annually until summative ELP assessment scores and a collection of local academic evidence indicate they have achieved
English language proficiency, meet criteria outlined in the Standardized Redesignation Procedures and now ready to transition to
monitoring status as Fluent English Proficient (FEP) (ESEA Section 1111(b)(2)(G).

When opt-out students do not demonstrate appropriate linguistic growth or maintain appropriate academic levels, districts and
schools must annually inform families of student’s ELP level and academic achievement and offer parents or guardians an opportunity
to re-enroll their child into an LIEP or continue to decline ELD instruction or programming. They are also obligated to take affirmative
steps and appropriate actions, as required by civil rights laws, Title VI and Equal Educational Opportunity Act, to ensure that students
who have been formally opted out of an LIEP can meaningfully access grade-level content and educational programs. This includes
periodically monitoring the student’s academic progress which include but are not limited to: further assessing the student’s ELP;
sharing the WIDA ACCESS Individual Student Reports (ISRs) with parents or guardians before the end of the school year, and providing
supports for the student’s English language development, such as offering professional development in second language development
to the student’s core curriculum teachers.
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Test Overview

Format

Paper based; must be
individually administered;
corresponds with grade &
semester of student

Paper based with some
technology; group testing
permitted

Computer based for most
students; group testing
permitted

Refer to WIDA Alternate
Screener Quick Guide to
ensure student meets the
3-part eligibility criteria
prior to testing;
individually administered;
paper based

Results & Reports

Generated after raw scores
are entered into WIDA
Kindergarten Screener
Calculator

Generated after raw scores
are entered into WIDA
Paper Screener Calculator

Available on WIDA AMS;
available within two hours
of scoring writing and
speaking

Generated after raw
scores are entered into
WIDA Alternate Screener
Calculator

Student Management

Students are not added into

Students are not added

Students are added into

Students are not added

audio files required (CD or
USB must be ordered
through WIDA Store)

WIDA AMS into WIDA AMS WIDA AMS individually or into WIDA AMS
through Multiple Student
Upload
Test Management Paper based Listening and speaking Student test ticket Paper based

required, test sessions are
created by grade &
semester cluster; grades
1-3 use writing booklet

Scoring

Scored locally

Scored locally

Listening and reading are
automatically scored by
WIDA AMS, writing and
speaking are scored
locally in WIDA AMS

Scored locally

Estimated Test Time

30-40 minutes

40-45 minutes

80-85 minutes

20-30 minutes

Test Materials

Can download and print locally at any time, located in the WIDA Secure Portal under Assessment or Resource tab

and/or purchased through the WIDA Store

Test Scripts & Manuals

Contains instructions for test administration, can download and print locally at any time, located in the WIDA Secure

Portal under the Assessment or Resources tab

Training & Certification

Test Administrators (TAs) are the only person permitted to administer and score student responses. They must
complete relevant training modules for each WIDA Screener prior to test administration and/or scoring. Exploring
practice modules are highly encouraged. CDE requires TA recertification every two years. If there is a district or school

requirement to re-certify annually, TAs must follow this local policy.

ML Identification
Criteria

< 4.0 Oral Language (kinder
first semester student only
take listening and speaking
domains)

< 4.0 Overall (kinder second
semester and first semester
first grade take all four test

domains)

< 4.0 Overall & Literacy

< 4.0 Overall & Literacy

Refer to WIDA Alternate
Screener Quick Guide to
understand how domain
scores are reported and to
evaluate the Overall score
before making any
decisions about a
student’s ELP level or their
eligibility for enrollment in
an LIEP

Overall and Literacy
Cut Scores

Scoring less than 4.0 on Kindergarten, Paper or Online WIDA Screener indicates there is a language background other
than English that is creating a language barrier for student to access grade level content, student is eligible for LIEP;
language proficiency for student scoring 1.0, 1.5, 2.0 is reported NEP; 2.5, 3.0, 3.5 is reported LEP in Data Pipeline

Screener Scores

Scoring 4.0 or greater on WIDA Screener indicates there is a language background other than English; however, it is not
creating a language barrier for student to access grade level content, student is not eligible for LIEP; language
proficiency reported as Primary Home Language Other Than English (PHLOTE) in Data Pipeline
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