Naperville North High School
Honors English 3 Summer Reading

—

Welcome, future students! I am excited to meet you in August and I hope that you are equally excited to begin
studying together next year. I will provide you with articles and links to pieces that you should read and write about
over the summer. These texts will be the basis for our analysis, discussions, and essays in the start of the year, along
with a first look at your writing skills.

Do we actually go over the summer reading and writing? Yes, in fact, it makes up our first few weeks of curriculum.
If in the past you didn’t touch upon your summer obligation, please know that will not happen this year. The same
can be said for your writing;

When we meet together, you will need to have all of the pieces read (for meaning), annotated (for purpose), and
prepared (for explanation). Additionally, you will have a writing prompt to accomplish.

Here is a link to the folder and/or (https://bitly/NNHSSummerReadHE3) with all of the articles/stoties. Here is a
link to the writing prompt and/or (https://bitly/HE3SummerWriting).

Here, additionally, is the suggested schedule:

June: Read, annotate, and analyze “A Nose for Words”
July: Read, annotate, and analyze “Notes on Punctuation” and “The Pleasure of Books”
August: Read, annotate, and analyze “Sonny’s Blues” and Writing Prompt

In regards to your annotations, here is some helpful information:

Annotation is simply noting words on the page that strike you, phrases that confuse or thrill you, or places where
you want to talk back to the speaker or author. Your goal is to record ideas and impressions for future analysis. Why
bother to do this? Here’s what well-known scholar and avid reader Mortimer Adler says in How 7o Read a Book:

Why is marking up a [text] indispensable to reading? First, it keeps you awake. (And I don't mean merely conscious;
I mean awake.) In the second place, reading, if it is active, is thinking, and thinking tends to express itself in words,
spoken or written. The marked [text] is usually the thonght-through book. Finally, writing helps you remember the
thought you had, or the thoughts the author expressed.

So whether you use sticky notes, highlight passages, or write comments directly in the margins, annotation helps you
become a better reader. There are no hard-and-fast rules for annotating propetly, but the following approach is a
good way to get started. (NOTE: If you are unable to print these documents, please do not worry! As an alternative,
you may take notes in a notebook. If you choose to take notes in a notebook, I recommend that you include page
numbers and direct quotations so that you may better recall and understand why you took them.)

I am looking forward to a fantastic 2026-2027 school year. Why? I love teaching, I believe in the power of HE3,
and I look forward to seeing the energy, creativity, work ethic, and sense of belonging we can establish.

Have a wonderful summer.

Please contact me with any questions: Mr. Sniadecki msniadecki@naperville203.0rg


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vSMbWpVZq-B4w1aBGKMihYdfcUItQJ3K
https://bit.ly/NNHSSummerReadHE3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dtKynue6IVSQlfR39GWtcAbIuaDA0YJxTSzzKRQR3kk/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/HE3SummerWriting
mailto:msniadecki@naperville203.org

Directions: Take the following prompt and write a 400-500 word essay response, making sure to include the specifics listed

below:

2

Prompt: “My life is like

MLA format: 12pt, double spaced, heading included in upper left corner consisting of Name, Teacher, Class, Date.
No Al-assistance other than spellcheck. This needs to be an authentic piece, showcasing you! The grade will be for
completion of assignment following directions. You should never be driven by a grade or enticed to use Al to gain
academic success. However, all of that is mute with the way in which this is assessed anyway. Just do the work and
make it yours- pretty simple concept.
Word count strictly enforced- over or under, not accepted. No reassessment.
Cannot use “...a box of chocolates” as your answet.
Formatting of paragraphs is up to you. There is no specific requirement for this given the word limit- this may be
single paragraphed or multi-paragraphed.

® Bring a hard copy to the first day of class. Do not ask to go to the printer. Do so before school/class or over the
summet.

® Use personal anecdotes and characteristics to develop your writing.

Length:

® LHxcellent: Your essay is within the required 400-500 word range. Great job following the word count exactly!
® Needs Improvement: Your essay is either too short or too long. Please ensure it meets the word count next time.

MILA Format & Heading:

e LHxcellent: MLA format and heading are correct and complete. Well donel!
® Needs Improvement: Please review MLA formatting and ensure your heading includes all required details in the
correct location.

Prompt Response:

® LBxcellent: Your analogy is original and thoughtfully connected to your life.
® Needs Improvement: Remember to avoid clichés like “a box of chocolates.” Try to find a unique way to express your
idea.

Personal Content:

® LHxcellent: Your essay reflects your own experiences and personality nicely.
® Needs Improvement: Include more personal examples to make your writing authentic and engaging.

Submission:

® Hxcellent: Thank you for bringing your hard copy on the first day as instructed!
® Needs Improvement: Remember to bring a printed copy to class on time as required.



Summer Writing Prompt- Honors English 3 Mr. Sniadecki (Sn-eye-deck-E)

Directions: Take the following prompt and write a 400-500 word essay response, making sure to
include the specifics listed below:

Prompt: “My life is like s

MLA format: 12pt, double spaced, heading included in upper left corner
consisting of Name, Teacher, Class, Date.

No Al-assistance other than spellcheck. This needs to be an authentic piece,
showcasing you! The grade will be for completion of assignment following
directions. You should never be driven by a grade or enticed to use Al to gain
academic success. However, all of that is mute with the way in which this is
assessed anyway. Just do the work and make it yours- pretty simple concept.
Word count strictly enforced- over or under, not accepted. No reassessment.
Cannot use “...a box of chocolates” as your answer.

Formatting of paragraphs is up to you. There is no specific requirement for this
given the word limit- this may be single paragraphed or multi-paragraphed.
Bring a hard copy to the first day of class. Do not ask to go to the printer. Do so
before school/class or over the summer.

Use personal anecdotes and characteristics to develop your writing.






William Lyon Phelps
“The Pleasure of Books”

William Lyon Phelps (1865-1943) was an American educator, literary critic and
author. He served as a professor of English at Yale University from 1901 to 1933. His works
include Advance of the English Novel and Essays on Modern Dramatists. On April 6, 1933,
he delivered this speech during a radio broadcast. His reverence for books was not shared by
everyore, especially those in Nazi Germany. On May 10, 1933, the Nazis had staged an event
unseen since the Middle Ages as young German students from universities, formerly
regarded as among the finest in the world, had gathered in Berlin and other German cities to
burn books with "un-German" ideas.

The habit of reading is one of the greatest resources of mankind; and we enjoy
reading books that belong to us much more than if they are borrowed. A borrowed book is
like a guest in the house; it must be treated with punctiliousness, with a certain considerate
formality. You must see that it sustains no damage; it must not suffer while under your roof.
You cannot leave it carelessly, you cannot mark it, you cannot turn down the pages, you
cannot use it familiarly. And then, some day, although this is seldom done, you really ought
to return it.

But your own books belong to you; you treat them with that affectionate intimacy
that annihilates formality. Books are for use, not for show:; you should own no book that you
are afraid to mark up, or afraid to place on the table, wide open and face down. A good
reason for marking favorite passages in books is that this practice enables you to remember
more easily the significant sayings, to refer to them quickly, and then in later years, it is like
visiting a forest where you once blazed a trail. You have the pleasure of going over the old
ground, and recalling both the intellectual scenery and your own earlier self.

Everyone should begin collecting a private library in youth; the instinct of private
property, which is fundamental in human beings, can here be cultivated with every
advantage and no evils. One should have one's own bookshelves, which should not have
doors, glass windows, or keys; they should be free and accessible to the hand as well as to the
eye. The best of mural decorations is books; they are more varied in color and appearance
than any wallpaper, they are more attractive in design, and they have the prime advantage of
being separate personalities, so that if you sit alone in the room in the firelight, you are
surrounded with intimate friends. The knowledge that they are there in plain view is both
stimulating and refreshing. You do not have to read them all. Most of my indoor life is spent
in a room containing six thousand books; and I have a stock answer to the invariable
question that comes from strangers. "Have you read all of these books?"

"Some of them twice." This reply is both true and unexpected.



There are of course no friends like living, breathing, corporeal men and women; my
devotion to reading has never made me a recluse. How could it? Books are of the people, by
the people, for the people. Literature is the immortal part of history; it is the best and most
enduring part of personality. But book-friends have this advantage over living friends; you
can enjoy the most truly aristocratic society in the world whenever you want it. The great
dead are beyond our physical reach, and the great living are usually almost as inaccessible; as
for our personal friends and acquaintances, we cannot always see them. Perchance they are
asleep, or away on a journey. But in a private library, you can at any moment converse with
Socrates or Shakespeare or Carlyle or Dumas or Dickens or Shaw or Barrie or Galsworthy.
And there is no doubt that in these books you see these men at their best. They wrote for
you. They "laid themselves out," they did their ultimate best to entertain you, to make a
favorable impression. You are necessary to them as an audience is to an actor; only instead of
seeing them masked, you look into their innermost heart of heart.

William Lyon Phelps - 1933
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The day John Lennon was shot, just across
the park from where I attended high
school, was also the day my P.S.A.T. scores
came in. The news wasnt good. The
problem was my vocabulary; I didn’t know
enough words. And so, while the rest of the
world was laying flowers at the Dakota, I
found myself at the Stanley H. Kaplan
Educational Center, where, for 10
Sundays, I was enrolled in reform school.

Most writers will tell you that as children, while their friends were busy
chopping off toads’ legs, they were seated under a tree reading Austen and
Melville. I, however, was one of the leg choppers. I spent all my free time
playing basketball, and even though I dutifully lugged my Barron’s test
prep book to summer camp before my junior year, I did so talismanically. I
seemed to think that as long as the book made the trip, my vocabulary
would improve.

Now, as an adult, I share my friends’ suspicions of standardized tests.
They're misguided and culturally biased and get in the way of real learning.
But my own dirty little secret is that I fell in love with language because of
the SAT. The person most responsible for my becoming a writer was
Stanley H. Kaplan.

And my father in tandem with him. Born in Belarus, my father loved
language the way only an immigrant could, a boy whose own father lived
on the Lower East Side for 50 years and never learned English. My father
used to help my brothers and me pass the time on airplane trips by giving
us word jumbles. And when I began to study for the SAT, he would come
home from Columbia Law School, where he was a professor, with a list of
vocabulary words he had run across that day. Some of these words were
long and hard to pronounce, and others were short and easy to pronounce,
but they had one thing in common: They had never appeared in the history
of the SAT, I was fully convinced, and they would never appear in the
history of the SAT and what in the world kind of books was my father
reading that he came across these words? “Quondam,” for instance, which
meant “erstwhile,” which meant “former,” and which, in the 30 years since
I took the SAT, I have never run across again.

But 1t didn’t matter. I loved “quondam” — I loved the sound of the word,
the way it reminded me of “quantum,” the simple slant rhyme of it. I loved
“contumely,” and how wonderful and unexpected that it was a noun. I loved



“perspicacious” and “recondite” and “hortatory” and “cleave,” the last of
which meant the opposite of itself, both to join and to tear apart.
“Impregnable” was an autoantonym, too. It was like a snake that ate its
own tail.

I loved the sound of these words, loved the sight of them, the feel of them,
the smell of them, the taste of them. Without having yet read her, I was
absorbing Flannery O’Connor, who said: “The beginning of human
knowledge is through the senses, and the fiction writer begins where
human perception begins.” I was channeling Vladimir Nabokov, who, as a
synesthetic, could “hear” color. Apparently, Victor Hugo could, too. All
writers try to cultivate their own synesthesia, and when, many years later,
the word “hortatory” appeared in one of my novels, I saw so vividly the color
of my Kaplan instructor’s vest, it was as if the word “hortatory” were itself
green. And now, as I type the word “quondam” into my computer, it’s the
smell of Mennen — my father’s deodorant — that comes to me.

In the dining room of my parents’ apartment, so many books lined the
shelves one could have been forgiven for thinking it wasn’t a dining room
but simply a library with some food in the middle. The two-volume O.E.D.,
with its accompanying magnifying glass, was shelved within arm’s reach
of where I sat. But it was a heavy thing, and when I was 16 I didn’t believe
n looking things up. I believed in shortcuts; I wanted my father to give me
the answer.

“Look it up,” he said.
But I resisted.

One night, he asked me to define the word “adhere.” I knew “adhere.”
“Adhere,” I thought, was easy. But when I tried to define it, all I could say
was, “You know, adhere.”

My father said, “You don’t know a word if you can’t define it,” and he took
me down the hall to the bathroom, where he opened the medicine chest and
removed a package of Band-Aids. The word “adhesive” was printed across
the front. “They stick to you,” he said.

And the meanings of the words stuck to me, in turn. They adhered to me
on Sunday mornings as | took the subway to my SAT class, as I walked
across 57th Street, all those Kaplan manuals weighing me down.



One day, Stanley Kaplan himself visited our class. I recall him as a kind of
impresario, a Jackie Gleason-type figure who warmed the class up with a
few jokes. And then he was gone, leaving me to my vocabulary words, which
I kept on flash cards and which I would hum as I memorized them. It was
the words themselves I was humming. It's the same thing I do now when I
write, a drone so reflexive I don’t even realize I'm doing it until my wife,
who shares an office with me, says, “You're humming again,” and I try to
quiet down.

I did better on the SAT than on the P.S.A.T. More important, I became a
reader. And, eventually, I started to write. After college, I moved out to the
Bay Area, where, to sustain my writing habit, I became a Kaplan instructor
myself.

Now, instead of Kaplan manuals, T keep J. I. Rodale’s book “The Synonym
Finder” at my side. More than one million synonyms, the jacket copy
boasts. Enough words to smell and taste to last a lifetime.

Stanley Kaplan died in 2009, a year before my father. Kaplan, too, was the
son of a Jewish immigrant from Belarus, and he attended City College,
where my father was offered a scholarship. I suspect the similarities ended
there. But to this day, I still hear Kaplan’s voice when I encounter a new
word, just as T hear my father’s — my father, who, on the night before my
SAT, said, “Isn’t it interesting that Impertinent’ isn’t the opposite of
‘pertinent’?” My father, who, long before John Lennon died, said apropos of
“A Hard Day’s Night,” “Don’t you think those young men could have come
up with a better rhyme for ‘dog’ than ‘log’?” My father probably cared more
than he should have how I did on the SAT, but he cared for the right
reasons — because he loved learning, because he loved words — my father,
whom I remember best for coming home every evening with his vocabulary
lists, and who, in cahoots with Stanley Kaplan, unknowingly but
persistently set me on my path.

Joshua Henkin is the author, most recently, of the novel “The World Without You.”
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Notes on Punctuation

by Lewis Thomas*

There are no precise rules about punctuation (Fowler lays out some general advice (as best he can under the
complex circumstances of English prose (he points out, for example, that we possess only four stops (the
comma, the semicolon, the colon and the period (the question mark and exclamation point are not, strictly
speaking, stops; they are indicators of tone (oddly enough, the Greeks employed the semicolon for their question
mark (it produces a strange sensation to read a Greek sentence which is a straightforward question: Why weepest
thou; (instead of Why weepest thou? (and, of course, there are parentheses (which are surely a kind of
punctuation making this whole matter much more complicated by having to count up the left-handed parentheses
in order to be sure of closing with the right number (but if the parentheses were left out, with nothing to work
with but the stops we would have considerably more flexibility in the deploying of layers of meaning than if we
tried to separate all the clauses by physical barriers (and in the latter case, while we might have more precision
and exactitude for our meaning, we would lose the essential flavor of language, which is its wonderful ambiguity

MMN))-

The commas are the most useful and usable of all the stops. It is highly important to put them in place as you go
along. If you try to come back after doing a paragraph and stick them in the various spots that tempt you you
will discover that they tend to swarm like minnows in all sorts of crevices whose existence you hadn't realized
and before you know it the whole long sentence becomes immobilized and lashed up squirming in commas.
Better to use them sparingly, and with affection, precisely when the need for each one arises, nicely, by itself.

I have grown fond of semicolons in recent years. The semicolon tells you that there is still some question about
the preceding full sentence; something needs to be added; it reminds you sometimes of the Greek usage. It is
almost always a greater pleasure to come across a semicolon than a period. The period tells you that that is that;
if you didn't get all the meaning you wanted or expected, anyway you got all the writer intended to parcel out
and now you have to move along. But with a semicolon there you get a pleasant little feeling of expectancy;
there is more to come; to read on; it will get clearer.

Colons are a lot less attractive for several reasons: firstly, they give you the feeling of being rather ordered
around, or at least having your nose pointed in a direction you might not be inclined to take if left to yourself,
and, secondly, you suspect you're in for one of those sentences that will be labeling the points to be made: firstly,
secondly and so forth, with the implication that you haven't sense enough to keep track of a sequence of notions
without having them numbered. Also, many writers use this system loosely and incompletely, starting out with
number one and number two as though counting off on their fingers but then going on and on without the
succession of labels you've been led to expect, leaving you floundering about searching for the ninethly or
seventeenthly that ought to be there but isn't.

Exclamation points are the most irritating of all. Look! they say, look at what I just said! How amazing is my
thought! It is like being forced to watch someone else's small child jumping up and down crazily in the center of
the living room shouting to attract attention. If a sentence really has something of importance to say, something
quite remarkable, it doesn't need a mark to point it out. And if it is really, after all, a banal sentence needing
more zing, the exclamation point simply emphasizes its banality!

Quotation marks should be used honestly and sparingly, when there is a genuine quotation at hand, and it is
necessary to be very rigorous about the words enclosed by the marks. If something is to be quoted, the exact
words must be used. If part of it must be left out because of space limitations, it is good manners to insert three
dots to indicate the omission, but it is unethical to do this if it means connecting two thoughts which the original
author did not intend to have tied together. Above all, quotation marks should not be used for ideas that you'd
like to disown, things in the air so to speak. Nor should they be put in place around clichés; if you want to use a
cliché you must take full responsibility for it yourself and not try to fob it off on anon., or on society. The most
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objectionable misuse of quotation marks, but one which illustrates the danger of misuse in ordinary prose, is
seen in advertising, especially in advertisements for small restaurants, for example "just around the corner," or "a
good place to eat." No single, identifiable, citable person ever really said, for the record, "just around the
corner," much less "a good place to eat," least likely of all for restaurants of the type that use this type of prose.

The dash is a handy device, informal and essentially playful, telling you that you're about to take off on a
different tack but still in some way connected with the present course — only you have to remember that the
dash is there, and either put a second dash at the end of the notion to let the reader know that he's back on
course, or else end the sentence, as here, with a period.

The greatest danger in punctuation is for poetry. Here it is necessary to be as economical and parsimonious with
commas and periods as with the words themselves, and any marks that seem to carry their own subtle meanings,
like dashes and little rows of periods, even semicolons and question marks, should be left out altogether rather
than inserted to clog up the thing with ambiguity. A single exclamation point in a poem, no matter what else the
poem has to say, is enough to destroy the whole work.

The things I like best in T.S. Eliot's poetry, especially in the Four Quartets, are the semicolons. You cannot hear
them, but they are there, laying out the connections between the images and the ideas. Sometimes you get a
glimpse of a semicolon coming, a few lines farther on, and it is like climbing a steep path through woods and
seeing a wooden bench just at a bend in the road ahead, a place where you can expect to sit for a moment,
catching your breath.

Commas can't do this sort of thing; they can only tell you how the different parts of a complicated thought are to
be fitted together, but you can't sit, not even to take a breath, just because of a comma,

* From The Medusa and the Snail: More Notes of a Biology Watcher (1979:103-6).
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