
 

 
9th Grade World History: 

Summer Reading Assignment 
 

The goal of this assignment is to give you a preview of one case study covered in the fall semester of World 
History, as well as to get you thinking about the central questions at the heart of the discipline of history. 

 
 

Part 1: Context 
 
Assignment: Excerpts from the book SPQR by Mary Beard 

●​ Please read the following chapters from SPQR: 
○​ Prologue “The History of Rome” (p.15-19) 
○​ Ch. 1 “Cicero’s Finest Hour” (p.21-52) 
○​ Ch. 7 “From Empire to Emperors” (p.253-296) 

*While we encourage you to buy this book, excerpts may also be available online (Google Books). 
 
 

Part 2: Source Evaluation 
 
Assignment: Sources on the Assasination of Julius Caesar 

●​ After reading SPQR, please read the attached primary and secondary source excerpts carefully and 
respond to the questions that follow.  

●​ Important: Please print these out and handwrite your responses in the space provided. If you do not have 
access to a printer, please handwrite your responses on a separate paper.  

●​ Your work will be collected during the first week of class. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1liYUaPj0AtyZVwZ30D00Wiwz89Cx3TY6xx5-3O0TCUo/edit?usp=sharing

