William Chanfrau Scholarship Essay Competition
Sponsored by the Volusia Civil Trial Lawyers Association
Official Rules
1. Purpose

The William Chanfrau Scholarship Essay Competition is designed to encourage high school
seniors to explore the history and meaning of the First Amendment while recognizing
excellence in writing, critical thinking, and civic understanding.

2. Eligibility
e Opento high school seniors (Grade 12) enrolled in a public high school program.
e Applicants must be graduating during the current academic year.
3. Scholarship Award
e Acash scholarship of $1,000.00 will be awarded to one winning student.
e The scholarship is sponsored by the Volusia Civil Trial Lawyers Association.
4. Essay Title and Topic

e Required Title:
“Censorship and the First Amendment since 1791”

e Essays mustdirectly address this topic.
5. Word Count
e Essays must be 1000 words or fewer.
e Thereis no minimum word requirement.
o Essays exceeding 1000 words will be disqualified.

6. Formatting Requirements

Essays must be typed.

e Double-spaced throughout.

e 12-point font (Times New Roman or similar).
¢ 1-inch margins on all sides.

e Pages should be numbered.



The title should appear at the top of the first page.

7. Originality

Essays must be the original work of the student.
Plagiarism will result in disqualification.

Sources may be cited if used.

8. Submission Requirements

Each student may submit one essay.

Student name, school, and contact information must appear on a separate cover
page, not on the essay itself.

Essays must be submitted by June 1 2026.

9. Judging Criteria

Essays will be evaluated on:

Understanding of the First Amendment and censorship
Quality of analysis and reasoning

Originality of thought (essays will be checked for Al use)
Organization, clarity, and grammar

Adherence to all contest rules

10. General Conditions

Judges’ decisions are final.
Failure to comply with contest rules may result in disqualification.

Submission constitutes acceptance of all contest rules.

Essays should be sent to volusiaciviltrialattysassoc@gmail.com by the deadline for

consideration.
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