MTSS Monthly Tips 2025-2026

September — Strong Start with
Tier 1

Ensure Tier 1 core instruction is explicit, differentiated, and actively engaging. Tier 1
should meet the needs of at least 80% of students — if not, adjust whole-class practices.
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October — Review Fall Data
Together

Participate in the first grade/content/course level meeting. Review fall screener data and
adjust instruction or refer students as needed.

November — Use Branching
Minds Effectively

Create groups and assign Tier 1 interventions using the Intervention Library. Consistency
prevents gaps in student support.

December — Focus on Fidelity

Log interventions in Branching Minds. Fidelity ensures data is valid and student progress
can be accurately measured.

January — Mid-Year Screening
Matters

Winter Universal Screeners measure growth since fall. Use results to re-tier students and
strengthen Tier 1 acceleration strategies.

February — Progress Monitoring
Check

Review progress monitoring data to determine if students are responding to
interventions. Use results to celebrate growth or adjust frequency, intensity, or type of
support provided.

o March — Family Communication Use Branching Minds templates to share plans and progress with families. Strong
school-home partnerships improve outcomes.
ol April — Intervention Reflection Ask: ‘Was the intervention delivered with sufficient dosage and integrity?” Use Branching

Minds reports to verify delivery.

May — End-of-Year Data Review

Spring Universal Screeners show school-wide growth. Celebrate gains and note Tier 1
areas to strengthen for next year.
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June — Building MTSS
Sustainability

Reflect on how Branching Minds and data protocols supported your work. Share
successes and challenges to refine next year’s plan.




