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The Award-Winning Newsletter of the Suffern Central School District SCHOOL DISTRICT
El galardonado boletin del distrito escolar central de Suffern

Dear Suffern Central School District Community, Suffern Students
As we look ahead to the 2026-27 school year, our work remains guided by the
Suffern Central Blueprint for Excellence and our commitment to students is at S H I N El
the center of every decision. *
The proposed school budget sustains the programs our students rely on each Suffern High
day, including academics, arts, athletics, and student support services, while School Hockey }
responding to rising costs in transportation, insurance, and operations. Team wins 3rd
Key points of the 2026-27 budget: straight State
« Maintains a tax levy increase within the state tax cap Championship.
« Preserves all core academic and student programs Tyrell wins NYS state player of the
« Manages rising costs while prioritizing instruction year and Schelling wins NYS coach
« Ensures access to special education resources and support of the year.

During the process, two budget scenarios were presented. Ultimately, the
Board of Education selected the lower tax levy option of 3.48% with an
operating budget of $176,358,814, with the plan to submit a potential bond / Boys 4x200 Indoor
referendum to the voters in late 2026. A potential bond reflects the District’s : ‘ il Track team wins the
need to modernize instructional spaces, enhance safety and security, address =g - euitition. 4 New York State Title
aging school buildings, and expand athletic and co-curricular programs. 4 :

By supporting the proposed school budget, you are helping ensure the
success of the students in our school community and reinforcing our shared
commitment to their promising future as they become the best versions of
themselves. Across our schools, students continue to thrive in academics,

athletics, the arts, and expanded programs, many of which are highlighted Robotics Team J&

in this newsletter. Wins 1st Place E

The school budget vote and Board Trustee election will be held Inspire Award

on Tuesday, May 19. Polls are open from 6:00 am - 9:00 pm. in Albany

Thank you for your continued partnership and support.

Sincerely, o The increase in

Erik Gundersen, Ed.D. Suffern Central /o number of students
Superintendent of Schools | Board of Education taking AP courses

since 2021.

2026-2027 BUDGET AT A GLANCE

Tax Levy Increase: Budget-to-Budget Increase: Total Budget:

3.48% 3.42% $176,358,814
* VOTE « Tuesday, May 19, 2026 - VOTE w




GROWING LEARNERS.

INSPIRING LEA

A BUDGET BUILT TO SUPPORT STUDENT

Enhancing Students Love

of Literacy

At Suffern High School, the English
Department has been working
diligently to instill a love of reading
in their students. And instead of

just reading books set forth in the
curriculum, students grades 9-12 are
being given choice in the stories they
read. From a million-word challenge

that has students logging word counts
and celebrating reading milestones to presentations where
students personalized and recapped what they read, we can
see the spark the pages are lighting within.

The Culture Behind PBL

Communicate. Collaborate. Take
Risks. These are guiding principles
of Project Based Learning (PBL),
a cornerstone of Suffern Central’s
curriculum. PBL isn’t just about the
final project, it's about learning
along the way. Before a project
begins, teachers focus on culture
building: creating a classroom
environment that fosters inquiry,
collaboration, and student agency. Students
practice working together, planning, problem-solving, and even
learning from failure. These kickoff activities set the tone for the
project, teaching students how to think critically and take owner-
ship of their learning. This year, students across the district have
explored projects, experimented with ideas, learned from each
other and grew every step of the way. These culture building
exercises don't just help with a specific project, they teach our
students key skills they’ll use over and over again.

A Striking First Season
for Unified Sports

Through our Unified Sports
program, sponsored by the Special
Olympics, students of all abilities
come together as teammates to
build connection, confidence,
and teamwork. In its first year,
Suffern’s bowling team, “Rolling
Thunder,” competed with schools across the county, creating
memorable experiences and lifelong friendships. Thanks to a strong
collaboration between our PPS and Athletic Departments, we're
excited to expand the program next year to include Unified Basketball.

From Classroom to
Connection:
Experiencing History
Firsthand

This spring, our eighth grade
students extended their learn-
ing beyond the classroom with
a meaningful visit to the Holocaust Museum & Center for Tolerance
and Education at Rockland Community College. This experience
reconnected our district with the Center to bring the stories of
World War Il to life in a powerful, personal way. Aligned with their
history curriculum, students explored firsthand accounts and
exhibits that deepened their understanding of the Holocaust and
the human impact of this period in history. More than a lesson,
the visit offered time for reflection on the importance of remem-
brance and the responsibility we all share to stand up against
hatred and injustice. By connecting past to present, students are
reminded that learning history is essential to ensuring we never
forget, and to building a more compassionate world.

Suffern CSD Leads in

Dual Language Learning

Educators from across the Hudson
Valley and beyond recently visited
Suffern CSD to see our Two-Way Dual
Language program in action. This
innovative model, now in its second
year, helps all students, regardless of
home language, become multilingual
and multicultural. Students in dual
language programs often outperform
peers academically while gaining proficiency in two languages,
demonstrating that bilingual learning benefits all learners.

Visitors observed biliteracy stations and saw how Dual Language
and ENL teachers collaborate to provide small-group, targeted
instruction that supports both academic and language growth.
The program’s success has also drawn
recognition from NYSED; Elisa Alvarez,
Associate Commissioner for the Office
of Bilingual Education and World
Languages (OBEWL), has visited to
see the program firsthand. Through
Regional Bilingual Education Resource
Network (RBERN) partnerships,
Suffern continues to lead and share
best practices that strengthen
multilingual learning throughout

the Hudson Valley.
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DERS. STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY.

SUCCESS TODAY AND

Our Schools in
Harmony: Band
Bonanza & String
Extravaganza

Every April, our Music Depart-
ment celebrates the talents
of students across the district
with two district-wide concerts: Band Bonanza and
String Extravaganza. These productions highlight the hard work,
collaboration, and passion for music of every student from fifth
through twelfth grade. Each grade level rehearses songs that are
then combined in unique ways for the performances—including
a special piece where seniors and fifth graders play together.
It's truly a night to remember.
Suffern Central takes pride in
its music programs, and these
concerts showcase the district’s
ongoing commitment to
keeping music education a
vibrant and essential part of
every student’s experience.

INTO THE FUTURE.

Making Math Meaningful

The Math Lab, launched in September
2025, is a dedicated K-2 learning block
that builds strong math foundations,
provides targeted support, and sparks
a love of math. Each class participates
in one session per cycle, creating a
shared, grade-level experience with
consistent routines and meaningful
learning that every teacher and
student can enjoy.

Students rotate through small-group
instruction, fluency practice, math discussions, and game-

based activities that strengthen strategic thinking and mental
math. Many activities carry into the classroom, and students also
explore tools like First in Math, IXL, Greg Tang puzzles, and
hands-on materials to reinforce skills and deepen understanding.

Dreams, Destinations for the

Our students are going places! Here's just a sampling of where they've been accepted to college:

Grandes suerios, grandes destinos para la Clase de 2026

iNuestros estudiantes llegardn muy lejos! Aqui tienen una muestra de las universidades en las que han
sido aceptados:

EERERGREI@IRYGIE

3 PRINCETON
- UNIVERSITY

CORNELL

WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY

RAMAPO
COLLEGE

OF NEW JERSEY

ﬁ WASHINGTON DC

o

& Penn

UNIVERSITY 0f PENNSYLVANIA

3 BOSTON

UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY
JVIRGINIA

E PURDUE

UNIVERSITY.

Fashion Institute of Technology (i? "IJ
@ State University of New York COLUMBIA INDIANA UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY

|=] LiNcowN TECH
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FORMANDO ESTUDIANTES.

INSPIRANDO LI

UN PRESUPUESTO DISENADO PARA APOYAR

Fomentando el amor
por la lectura en los
estudiantes

En Suffern High School, el departa-
mento de inglés ha estado trabajando
con dedicacion para inculcar en sus
estudiantes el amor por la lectura.Y
en lugar de limitarse a los libros estab-
lecidos en el curriculo, los estudiantes

de 9.°a 12.° grado tienen la opor-
tunidad de elegir las historias que leen. Desde un desafio de un
millén de palabras, en el que los estudiantes registran la cantidad de
palabras leidas y celebran sus logros, hasta presentaciones donde
personalizan y comparten lo que han leido, podemos ver como se
enciende la chispa de la lectura en cada uno de ellos.

La cultura detras del
Aprendizaje Basado en
Proyectos (PBL)

Comunicar. Colaborar. Tomar riesgos.
Estos principios guian el PBL, un pilar
del curriculo de Suffern Central. No se
trata solo del proyecto final, sino del
aprendizaje durante todo el proceso.
Antes de comenzar, los maestros crean

un ambiente que fomenta la investig-

acion, la colaboracién y la autonomia.

Los estudiantes practican trabajar en equipo, planificar,

resolver problemas y aprender de los errores. Estas experiencias
desarrollan el pensamiento critico y la responsabilidad sobre su
aprendizaje. Este afo, estudiantes en todo el distrito han explorado
ideas, aprendido unos de otros y crecido en cada paso. Mas alla de
un proyecto, adquieren habilidades clave para la vida.

Una primera temporada
destacada para
Unified Sports

A través de nuestro programa
Unified Sports, patrocinado por
Special Olympics, estudiantes

de todas las habilidades se unen
como companeros de equipo
para construir vinculos, confianza
y trabajo en equipo. En su primer afio, el equipo de boliche
“Rolling Thunder” de Suffern compitié con escuelas de todo
el condado, creando experiencias memorables y amistades
duraderas. Gracias a la sélida colaboracién entre nuestros
departamentos de PPS y Atletismo, estamos entusiasmados
de expandir el programa el préximo afo para incluir
baloncesto unificado.

Del aula a la conexién:
experimentando la historia
de primera mano

Esta primavera, nuestros estudi-
antes de octavo grado extendieron
su aprendizaje mas alla del aula con
una visita significativa al Holocaust
Museum & Center for Tolerance and Education en Rockland
Community College. Esta experiencia se-conectd a nuestro distrito
con el centro para dar vida a las historias de la Segunda Guerra
Mundial de una manera poderosa y personal.

Armonizando con el curriculum de historia, los estudiantes exploraron
relatos de primera mano y exhibiciones que profundizaron su
comprension del Holocausto y del impacto humano de este

periodo histérico. Mas que una leccion, la visita ofrecié un

espacio para reflexionar sobre la importancia de recordary la
responsabilidad que todos compartimos de alzar la voz contra

el odio y la injusticia. Al conectar el pasado con el presente,

los estudiantes comprenden que aprender historia es esencial

para no olvidar nuncay para construir un mundo mas compasivo.

Suffern CSD es lider
en el aprendizaje de
idiomas duales

Educadores de todo Valle del Hudson y
otras regiones visitaron recientemente
Suffen CSD para ver en accién nuestro
programa de Inmersién Linguistica
Bilinglie. Este modelo, en su

segundo ano, impulsa que todos

los estudiantes se desarrollen como
personas multilingties y multiculturales,
con sélidos logros académicos.

Durante la visita, observaron estaciones de biliteracidad y la
colaboracion entre maestros de Lenguaje Dual y ENL para ofrecer
instruccién especifica en grupos pequenos, apoyando tanto el
aprendizaje académico como el desarrollo del idioma. El programa
también ha sido reconocido por NYSED, & - -

y a través de asociaciones con Red
Regional de Recursos para la Educacién
Bilinglie (RBERN), Suffern continua
compartiendo practicas que fortalecen
el aprendizaje multilinglie en toda

la region.
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DERES.

FORTALECIENDO LA COMUNIDAD.

EL EXITO ESTUDIANTIL HOY Y EN EL FUTURO.

Nuestras escuelas
en armonia: Band
Bonanza y String
Extravaganza

Cada abril, nuestro departamento
de musica celebra el talento
~ estudiantil con dos conciertos
distritales. Este ano, participaron 372 estudiantes de banda y
401 de orquesta, de 5.° a 12.° grado, reflejando la fortaleza de nuestro
programa. Desde su inicio en 2010y 2008, estos eventos destacan
el esfuerzo, la colaboracién y la pasion por la musica en todos los
niveles, con presentaciones que culminan en finales conjuntos.
Suffern Central se enorgullece de
mantener la educacién musical
como una parte esencial y vibrante
de la experiencia estudiantil.

El equipo de hockey de
Suffern High School gana
su tercer campeonato
estatal consecutivo Tyrell
gana el premio a jugador
estatal del ano

El equipo masculino
de atletismo indoor
4x200 gana el titulo
estatal de Nueva York

Haciendo que las matematicas
tengan sentido

El Laboratorio de Matematicas,
lanzado en septiembre de 2025, es un
bloque de aprendizaje dedicado para
estudiantes de kinder a segundo
grado que construye bases solidas

en mateméticas, brinda apoyo
especifico y despierta el gusto por
esta materia. Cada clase participa en
una sesion por ciclo, creando una
experiencia compartida por grado
con rutinas consistentes y un aprendizaje
significativo que tanto maestros como estudiantes disfrutan.

Los estudiantes rotan entre instrucciéon en grupos pequenos,

practica de fluidez, conversaciones matematicas y actividades
basadas en juegos que fortalecen el pensamiento estratégico
y el calculo mental.

El equipo de
robética Suffern
gana el primer
premio Inspire en
Albany

El aumento en el nimero
de estudiantes que cursan
cursos AP desde 2021.

6 2°/o
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Suffern Central School District Budget Notice

Budget Adopted Budget Proposed Contingency Budget
OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL for the 2025-26 for the 2026-27 for the 2026-27
School Year School Year School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $170,525,199 $176,358,814 $172,441,527
Increase/Decrease for the 2026-27 School Year $5,833,615 $1,916,328
Percentage Increase/(Decrease) in Proposed Budget 3.42% 1.12%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.63%
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $121,427,538 $ 125,344,825
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable** $0 $0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce

Current Year Levy $0 $0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B+ C-D) $121,427,538 $ 125,344,825 $ 121,427,538
F. Total Permissible Exclusions $0 $ 305,646
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for

Permissible Exclusions $121,427,538 $ 125,650,471
H. Total Proposed Tax Levy, excluding levy to support

library debt and/or permissible exclusion (E-B-F-D) $121,427,538 $125,650,471
|. Difference G-H (Negative requires 60% voter approval-Note A S0 S0
Public School enrollment 4,100 3,926 3,926
Consumer Price index
Administrative Component $ 13,746,828 $ 14,496,100 $14,174,112
Program Component $ 144,807,661 $ 149,204,382 $ 145,890,250
Capital Component $11,970,710 $12,658,332 $12,377,165

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2026-27 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to
Section 2023 of the Education Law.

The budget will include a multi-year contract for transportation for the 2026-27, 2027-28,

and 2028-29 school years. Under the Budget Proposed

for the 2026-27 School Year
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings' Ramapo: $ 1,077

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2026-27 by the qualified voters of the Suffern Central school district, Rockland County, New York, will be held
at selected school(s) in said district on Tuesday, May 19, 2026 between the hours of 6:00am and 9:00pm, prevailing time in the Hillourn Administrative
Building, Suffern Middle School, Cherry Lane Elementary, RPC Elementary and Sloatsburg Elementary school(s), at which time the polls will be opened
to vote by voting ballot or machine.

The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

ON THE BALLOT YOU CAN VOTE

Proposition #1 If you are... * R.P. Connor Elementary School
Shall the 2026-27 annual budget -a U.S. citizen; 13 Cypress Road, Suffern
- at least 18 years old; « Sloatsburg Elementary School
of $1 |76,-.°>5ds;81 4 be adopted and -a rgsident of the District for 30 days 11 Second Street, Sloatsburg
e gg'?;é?;gigi;ﬁ;and’ « Suffern Middle School
’ 80 Hemion Road, Suff
Two seats for the board of WHEN: emion Hoad, Sulier
education are up for election. TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2026 - 6AM - 9PM
Not sure where to vote?
For all the details about WHERE: Visit sufferncentral.org,
the budget, including Voters must report to their assigned call 845-357-7783 or
where to vote and school budget election district. SCAN HERE
if you're registered, « Cherry Lane Elementary School D ————
SCAN HERE — 7y 1 Heather Drive, Suffern
— ) ) « Hillburn Administrative Building

45 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn
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PUEDES VOTAR MENSAJE DEL SUPERINTENDENTE Y DE LA JUNTA DE EDUCACION

Silo eres...

- ciudadano estadounidense;

- al menos 18 anos;

- residente del Distrito durante
30 dias antes de la votacion; y,

- registrado para votar

Cuando:
Martes, 19 de mayo de 2026 « 6AM - 9PM

Donde:

Los votantes deben presentarse
en su asignacion Distrito electoral
presupuestario escolar.

« Escuela Primaria Cherry Lane
1 Heather Drive, Suffern
« Edificio Administrativo de Hillburn
45 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn
« Escuela Primaria R.P. Connor
13 Cypress Road, Suffern
« Escuela Primaria Sloatsburg
11 Second Street, Sloatsburg

« Escuela Secundaria Suffern
80 Hemion Road, Suffern

i{No estas segura
de dénde votar?
Visit sufferncentral.org, call

EN LA BOLETA

Proposicion #1
iSe adoptara el presupuesto anual
2026-2027 de $176,358,814 y se au-

torizard la aplicacién de un impuesto?

845-357-7783 or SCAN HERE

Hay dos puestos en la Junta

de Educacion en eleccion.

Para todos los detalles
sobre el presupuesto,
incluyendo dénde votar
y Si estas registrado,
ESCANEA AQUI

ﬁ

Estimada comunidad del Distrito Escolar Central de Suffern:

Al mirar hacia el afo escolar 2026-27, nuestro trabajo sigue guiado por el “Plan de
Excelencia de Suffern Central” (Suffern Central Blueprint for Excellence), y nuestro
compromiso con los estudiantes se mantiene en el centro de cada decision.

El presupuesto escolar propuesto sostiene los programas en los que nuestros e
studiantes confian cada dia —incluyendo el dmbito académico, las artes, los deportes

y los servicios de apoyo estudiantil—, al tiempo que responde al aumento de los costos
en transporte, seguros y operaciones.

Puntos clave del presupuesto 2026-27:

» Mantener el aumento de la carga tributaria dentro del limite fiscal estatal.
« Preservar todos los programas académicos y estudiantiles fundamentales.
« Gestionar el aumento de los costos priorizando la instruccion.

« Garantizar el acceso a recursos y apoyo de educacion especial.

Durante el proceso, se presentaron dos escenarios presupuestarios. Ultimamente, la Junta
de Educacion selecciond la opcién con la menor carga fiscal —un 3.48%—, con un presu-
puesto operativo de $176,358,814, y con el plan de someter a votacion de los electores
un posible referéndum de bonos en el otoio de 2026. La consideracion de emitir bonos
surge de la necesidad del Distrito de invertir en la modernizacion de los espacios de
instruccion, en seguridad y proteccion, en la mejora de los sistemas de los edificios
escolares mas antiguos, y en la expansion de los programas deportivos y co-curriculares.

Al apoyar el presupuesto escolar propuesto, ustedes estan apoyando el éxito de todos

los estudiantes de nuestra comunidad escolar, asi como nuestro compromiso compartido
con su prometedor futuro para que lleguen a ser la mejor versién de si mismos. En todas
nuestras escuelas, los estudiantes contintan prosperando en el dmbito académico,
deportivo, artistico y en los programas ampliados; pueden leer mas al respecto en este
boletin informativo.

La votacion del presupuesto escolar y la eleccion de los miembros de la Junta
Directiva se llevaran a cabo el martes 19 de mayo. Las urnas estaran abiertas desde
las 6:00 am hasta las 9:00 p. m.

Gracias por su continua colaboraciéon y apoyo.
Atentamente,

Erik Gundersen, Ed.D.
Superintendente de Escuelas

Junta Central de
Educacion Suffern

Presupuesto 2026-2027 en resumen

Aumento de los Aumento de Presupuesto total:
Impuestos: Presupuesto a
3.48% Presupuesto: $1 76'358'81 4

3.42%
% VOTA %

Martes, 19 de mayo de 2026
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THE-4TH ANNUAL

and Color Run

Sunday, May 17

10:00 AM-1:00 PM
Suffern Middle School

Activities. Athletics. Community. Fun Run. Food.

Free t-shirts to the first 200 students!

FREE & OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

La cuarta edicion anual
#0ne Suffern Celebration and Color Run

domingo, 17 de mayo
de 10 a. m. a 1 p. m. Suffern Middle School

Actividades. Atletismo. Comunidad. Carrera divertida. Comida.
jCamisetas gratis para los primeros 200 estudiantes!

Gratis y abierto a la comunidad

!’4

P!

_,J< _._._)J ,Jf

NEWSLETTER OF THE SUFFERN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOLETIN INFORMATIVO DEL DISTRITO ESCOLAR CENTRAL DE SUFFERN

45 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn, NY 10931
(845) 357-7783 | www.sufferncentral.org

Q

CURRENT RESIDENT

Suffern Central School District

Produced in cooperation with the
Rockland BOCES Communications Service.

Reserve esta fecha!

i

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
MONSEY, NY
10952
PERMIT NO.1059

/'*

Budget Details INSIDE.

Detalles

del presupuesto
en el interior.



