
Summer Assignment 2026-2027 : AP US History 
 
For your AP US History (APUSH) summer assignment you are going to focus on Period (Unit) 1.  There are 
four portions to this assignment.  
 

A.​ Know the 50 States 
You can use this site Seterra as a tool to help you study and learn the 50 states. Also, you will have a 
quiz on the 50 states on the first day of class. 
 

B.​ Read Period/Unit 1 of the AMSCO for US History.   
The book we use for the primary reading source for the class is the AP Edition of United States History, 
Fourth Edition. This AMSCO can be borrowed from the Media Center, or you are welcome to purchase 
a copy for yourself from Perfection Learning, Click Here for the link. Here is an Amazon link also. 
Once you have the AMSCO, you will read Unit 1- Period 1. You do not need to answer the questions, 
but you are welcome to, if you want. You should take some notes as you read, similar to annotations 
you make in ELA classes. If you do not have a copy of the AMSCO, here is the Period 1 Reading. 
 

C.​ Period 1 Timeline: 
For each event that is listed below you need to identify the year the event starts. You will also write a 
summary of each event that is listed below. You can create a timeline of events, and on a separate 
sheet of paper, write the summary of each event. The events are NOT listed in chronological order. 

 
-​ Start of Encomienda System 
-​ Founding of Roanoke Island, NC 
-​ Founding of Jamestown, VA 
-​ Founding of St. Augustine, FL 
-​ Valladolid Debate 
-​ Protestant Reformation 
-​ Start of Columbian Exchange 
-​ New Laws of 1542 
-​ Treaty of Tordesillas 
-​ Atlantic Slave Trade begins 

 
D.​ Document Analysis 

A historical skill that is necessary for AP US History and US History is Document analysis. The 
directions and explanation on how to do an AP level Document analysis is in the AMSCO on pages 28 - 
29. For the following 2 documents you will complete a HIPPO document analysis over the Valladolid 
Debates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.geoguessr.com/seterra/en/vgp/3003
https://www.perfectionlearning.com/advanced-placement-united-states-history-4th-edition-t1688-g.html
https://www.amazon.com/Advanced-Placement-United-States-History/dp/1690305509/ref=sr_1_2?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yeoMTc2_qT3YL8hN5vzq3LXFh0Te-hkBCGJNDVgPC85FVrLMpIvShnYEWIiuzKrPqUSAzTihjEL6a_zH78KGO_IlqRUTWFPnh-J7x2TZx5rHMiThTzI6BWlhyYh9tia_G-hMWmfb56hIRR1scwwmFZ0g7PtGCK4q69yeFPOq24lqJsTYvn6Yj5J0ex7xbfjnIQUruBRmltBthklX9JEwfl6AsuJTAhn_QrF5C4Shc5s.lnvUjySR9wTgQ-24of3mDU06T3Qm__CnKbRICVRUirc&dib_tag=se&keywords=amsco+ap+us+history&qid=1777311377&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sr=8-2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TqzqpYxjO8XItEhm_ou9B_ZDOf2oAPzj/view?usp=sharing


 
Sourcing # 1: Valladolid Debates - Compare and Contrast 
Doc A: Bartolome de Las Casas Defends the Indians (1550) 
Now if we shall have shown that among our Indians of the western and southern shores (granting that we call 

them barbarians and that they are barbarians) there are important kingdoms, large numbers of people who live 

settled lives in a society, great cities, kings, judges and laws, persons who engage in commerce, buying, 

selling, lending, and the other contracts of the law of nations, will it not stand proved that the Reverend Doctor 

Sepulveda has spoken wrongly and viciously against peoples like these, either out of malice or ignorance of 

Aristotle’s teaching, and, therefore, has falsely and perhaps irreparably slandered them before the entire 

world? And this question also: Did the Spanish wage an unjust war when they vigorously defended themselves 

against them? 

Next, I call the Spaniards who plunder that unhappy people torturers. Do you think that the Romans, once they 

had subjugated the wild and barbaric peoples of Spain, could with secure right divide all of you among 

themselves, handing over so many head of both males and females as allotments to individuals? The Indian 

race is not that barbaric, nor are they dull witted or stupid, but they are easy to teach and very talented in 

learning all the liberal arts, and very ready to accept, honor, and observe the Christian religion and correct their 

sins (as experience has taught) once priests have introduced them to the sacred mysteries and taught them 

the word of God. They have been endowed with excellent conduct, and before the coming of the Spaniards, as 

we have said, they had political states that were founded on beneficial laws. 

Furthermore, they are so skilled in every mechanical art that with every right they should be set ahead of all 

nations of the known world on this score, so very beautiful in their skill and artistry are the things this people 

produces in the grace of its architecture, its painting, and its needlework. For a mechanical art is an operative 

habit of the intellect that is usually defined as “the right way to make things, directing the acts of the reason, 

through which the artisan proceeds in orderly fashion, easily, and unerringly in the very act of reason.” So 

these men are not stupid, Reverend Doctor. [The Indians] will embrace the teaching of the gospel, as I well 

know, for they are not stupid or barbarous but have a native sincerity and are simple, moderate, meek, and, 

finally, such that I do not know whether there is any people readier to receive the gospel. For they are docile 

and clever, and in their diligence and gifts of nature, they excel most peoples of the known world.... 

 

DESCRIBE  the historical context surrounding the event represented in the essay. 

WHAT / WHO is the intended audience for  this essay?  

WHAT is the point of view of Las Casas? 

WHAT is the purpose of the essay? 

WHAT outside information would support Las Casas’ argument? 

 

 
 
 



 
Doc B: Juan Gines de Sepulveda Belittles the Indians (1547) 
The Spaniards have a perfect right to rule these barbarians of the New World and the adjacent islands, who in 

prudence, skill, virtues, and humanity are as inferior to the Spanish as children to adults, or women to men, for 

there exists between the two as great a difference as between savage and cruel races and the most merciful, 

between the most intemperate and the moderate and temperate and, I might even say, between apes and 

men. You surely do not expect me to recall at length the prudence and talents of the Spanish.... And what can I 

say of the gentleness and humanity of our people, who, even in battle, after having gained the victory, put forth 

their greatest effort and care to save the greatest possible number of the conquered and to protect them from 

the cruelty of their allies? 

Compare, then, these gifts of prudence, talent, magnanimity, temperance, humanity, and religion with those 

possessed by these half-men (homunculi), in whom you will barely find the vestiges of humanity, who not only 

possess any learning at all, but are not even literate or in possession of any monument to their history except 

for some obscure and vague reminiscences of several things put down in various paintings; Although some of 

them show certain ingenuity for various works of artisanship, this is no proof of human cleverness, for we can 

observe animals, birds, and spiders making certain structures which no human accomplishment can 

competently imitate. And as for the way of life of the inhabitants of New Spain and the province of Mexico, I 

have already said that these people are considered the most civilized of all, and they themselves take pride in 

their public institutions, because they have cities erected in a rational manner and kings who are not hereditary 

but elected by popular vote, and among themselves they carry on commercial activities in the manner of 

civilized peoples. They have distributed the land in such a way that they themselves cultivate the royal and 

public holdings, one part belonging to the king, another to public feasts and sacrifices, with only a third 

reserved for their own advantage, and all this is done in such a way that they live as employees of the king, 

paying, thanks to him, exceedingly high taxes....And if this type of servile and barbarous nation had not been to 

their liking and nature, it would have been easy for them, as it was not a hereditary monarchy, to take 

advantage of the death of a king in order to obtain a freer state and one more favorable to their interests; by 

not doing so, they have stated quite clearly that they have been born to slavery and not domination, but to a 

servitude a little less harsh, it will not be difficult for them to change their masters, and instead of the ones they 

had, who were barbarous and inhuman, to accept the Christians, cultivators of human virtues and the true 

faith.... 

 

DESCRIBE  the historical context surrounding the event represented in the essay. 

WHAT / WHO is the intended audience for  this essay?  

WHAT is the point of view of the Sepulveda? 

WHAT is the purpose of the essay? 

WHAT outside information would support Sepulveda’s argument? 

 


