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SSB 5030 | Passed summer of 2021

Summary: To ”align the role of the school counselor to the American School Counselor 
Association (ASCA) National Model best practices,” each school district must develop and 
implement a written plan for a comprehensive school counseling program by the beginning 

of the 22-23 school year with full implementation by the 23-24 school year.

2021–2022

THE FOUNDATION

2022–2023

THE TRANSITION

2023–2024

FULL IMPLEMENTATION



WHY MOVE TO AN 
ASCA NATIONAL MODEL COMPREHENSIVE 

SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM?

SSB 5030

All districts in WA 
must move to full 

implementation by 
the end of the 2024 

school yr.

Moves school 
counseling from a 

responsive service 
provided for SOME

students, to an 
active program for 

EVERY student.

Consistency & 
standardization

(with flexibility) of 
the school 

counselor role.



WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?

Years 2 & 3

2022-24

Time Tracking

Advocacy

Teaching & practice of all 
ASCA tasks

Years 4-5

2024-26

Gradual implementation 
of all ASCA tasks

Collaboration & sharing 
between counselors to 

increase impact & 
efficiency

Counselor leads 
meet 2x/month

Collaborate on district-
wide ASCA roll out

Plan & lead Professional 
Developments

8 K-12 relevant 
counselor PD 
opportunities

4 1.5 hr sessions

2-3 PRAD days

Regular meetings 
with admin to 

collaborate & update

(district) ASCA specific 
mtgs with evaluators + 

counselors

(district) Admin PLC 
presentations

(school) Goal of monthly 
meetings between admin 
+ counselors focused on 

ASCA



WHAT DO COUNSELORS DO?

Improve academic 
achievement

01
Navigate social/ 
emotional learning

02
Prepare for 
successful careers 
after graduation

03



WHAT SHOULD THAT LOOK LIKE 
DAY-TO-DAY?



COUNSELOR TIME SPENT 
DISTRICT-WIDE 

SPRING 2023 SPRING 2026



SPRING 2026



POSITIVE IMPACTS OF ASCA 
IMPLEMENTATION (so far)

JOY of the 
work! 

(retention)

Decrease in 
non-school 

counselor tasks

Increase in 
direct services

Data-driven 
interventions

Shift from 
responsive to 

proactive

Collaboration, 
communication, & 
transparency with 

stakeholders

More time to 
collaborate as a 
counseling dept

Relevant 
Professional 

Development
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