
 
 

NEWPORT-MESA Unified School District 

Multilingual Programs 
 

 

 

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) 
Corona del Mar High School  

Meeting Date: 05/05/26                            | Time: 8.45 am  
Location: Lecture Hall  

Attendance – See attached list. 

-Parents: 18   | -School Staff: 05| -District Staff: 02 | -Guests: 01 ​
 

MINUTES 
Required Topics/ Training Covered: 

Check topic(s) covered at this meeting and reflected in minutes. 

​ 1 
ELAC parent members have been elected by parents or guardians of English learners (ELs).  
Parents or guardians of English learners must constitute at least the same percentage of the 
ELAC membership as their children represent the student body. 

​ 2 Elect one to two members to the District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC). 

​ 3 
Training (including receipt of materials) for ELAC members that will assist them in carrying out 
required advisory responsibilities.  Training shall be planned in full consultation with committee 
members. 

​ 4 

Advise the principal and staff in the development of a site plan for ELs as part of the School 
Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA). 

​ Review current year SPSA/Annual Evaluation 
​ Mid-Year SPSA Progress Report 
​ Advise on next year’s SPSA 

​ 5 
Administration of a Districtwide needs assessment on a school-by-school basis to parents of all 
English learners. 

​ 6 Review school results of the EL needs assessment. 

​ 7 Administration of the school’s Annual Language Census; share relevant English learner 
schoolwide data. 

​ 8 Promote ways to make parents aware of the importance of regular school attendance. 

​ 9 Provide input on the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) actions, services, and 
expenditures as they impact English learners and families.  
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I.​ Call To Order/Welcome and Introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 AM by Principal Dr. Jacob Haley and Assistant 
Principal Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas. Families were welcomed and thanked for their continued 
support and involvement throughout the school year. Dr. Haley and Mrs. Kowalczyk Rivas 
reviewed the purpose of ELAC and emphasized the importance of family voice in supporting 
English Learner students and shaping school programs. Interpretation was provided in Russian 
and Chinese. 

 

II.​ Approval of Minutes 

The March 31, 2026 ELAC meeting minutes were reviewed with attendees in both English and 
Russian. After an opportunity for questions and discussion, a motion to approve the minutes 
was made by Aleksandr Gruzdev and seconded by Maria Gorchakova. The minutes were 
approved as presented. Assistant Principal Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas shared a DELAC update 
and reminded families that the next DELAC meeting would take place on Wednesday, May 6, 
2026. 

 

III.​ Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP) Celebration 

Mr. Paul Tucker, EL Coordinator, and Assistant Principal Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas led a 
celebration recognizing students who achieved Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP) 
status during the 2025–2026 school year. Families and staff celebrated the students’ 
accomplishments, hard work, and dedication in reaching English proficiency. Parents were 
also informed that released 2025–2026 ELPAC scores would soon be available in Aeries. 

 

IV.         Upcoming Events / Finals Schedule  

Mrs. Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas and Ms. Megan Grint reviewed important upcoming events and 
end-of-year activities, including: 

●​ High School Prom – May 16, 2026 
●​ Middle School Promotion – June 3, 2026 
●​ High School Graduation – June 4, 2026 
●​ Triton Camp for incoming 7th graders – August 12, 2026 
●​ Registration for the 2026–2027 school year – August 3–5, 2026 
●​ August 6 make-up registration day 

Families also reviewed the finals schedule and were encouraged to continue supporting 
students during the final weeks of the school year. 

 

 

  
V.         Summer Programs & Student Opportunities 
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Mrs. Gina Nyeholt, Counselor, and Ms. Salazar shared information regarding summer learning 
opportunities and student support programs. 

Topics included: 

●​ Summer Language Academy 
●​ Summer School and High School remediation opportunities 
●​ Registration procedures and deadlines 
●​ Counselor contact information for academic support 
●​ Outrigger Tour field trip scheduled for May 14 

Families were reminded that Summer Language Academy information had already been 
sent through ParentSquare and text messages, and additional follow-up phone calls would 
be made to families. Parents were encouraged to register students only once. 

Information regarding the Outrigger Tour was also reviewed. Families were reminded to return 
forms to Mr. Tucker as soon as possible, complete the online waiver, and ensure students 
remain in good academic standing to participate. 

 

VI.      Required Topics – SPSA / LCAP Educational Partner Input  

Mrs. Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas facilitated a discussion regarding the School Plan for Student 
Achievement (SPSA) and the Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP). Families reviewed 
the district goals and provided feedback in the four LCAP focus areas: Academics, Mental 
Health & Behavior, Parent & Family Engagement, and Conditions of Learning. 

Parents shared appreciation for the highly qualified teaching staff, strong communication with 
families, supportive school environment, and opportunities available to students. Families 
especially highlighted the importance of multilingual support, including assistance from 
Russian-speaking staff members, as well as the welcoming atmosphere and meaningful parent 
involvement opportunities at CdM.  

In the area of Academics, families suggested additional academic support for English 
Learners, more intensive ELD instruction, clearer guidance regarding college, career, and 
sports opportunities, and more field trips and extracurricular programs.  

For Mental Health & Behavior, parents expressed appreciation for the emotional support 
available to students and suggested additional mental health workshops, more opportunities 
for communication with counselors and administration, and continued focus on student 
wellness and conflict resolution. 

Under Parent & Family Engagement, families requested more parent workshops, clearer and 
more centralized communication, and additional updates regarding student academic 
progress and opportunities. 

In the area of Conditions of Learning, parents shared positive feedback regarding the school 
environment and educational resources while also suggesting more extracurricular activities, 
summer sports opportunities, and interactive learning experiences for students. 
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Mrs. Kowalczyk Rivas thanked families for their thoughtful feedback and emphasized that their 
input will help guide planning and priorities for the 2026–2027 school year. 

VII.       ELAC Input on LCAP / Questions / Comments  

Families were invited to ask questions and provide final comments. Parents expressed 
appreciation for the support provided throughout the school year, particularly the assistance 
from multilingual staff, counselor communication, ELAC meetings, and summer program 
information. CdM student Arlan Khakimianov performed a special violin recital for families 
during the meeting. Parents greatly enjoyed the performance and expressed appreciation for 
the opportunity to celebrate and support the school’s music program. Information about 
Arlan’s upcoming solo concert was also shared with families, and attendees were invited to 
support this talented student musician at his recital.  

VIII.       Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:00 AM. Families were thanked for their partnership 
and participation throughout the school year and were wished a wonderful summer break. 

 

 

          

Minutes submitted by: Iryna Bilova, School Community Facilitator 
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