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Dear  Je f fe rson  Midd le  Schoo l  Fami l ies ,

As  we reach the  f ina l  day s  o f  the  schoo l  year ,  I  want  to  ex tend my hear t fe l t
thanks  to  each o f  you .  Your  par tnersh ip  and suppor t  have  been v i ta l  to  our
s tudents '  success ,  and we are  so  gra te fu l  to  have  you  as  par t  o f  the  Jef fe rson
fami l y .  It  has  been a  joy  to  watch  our  s tudents  grow ,  learn ,  and overcome
cha l lenges  th is  year .

To  he l p  us  prepare  fo r  another  g reat  year  ahead ,  we  encourage you  to  get  a
head s ta r t  on  enro l lment  fo r  the  upcoming schoo l  year .  Complet ing  th is
process  ear l y  ensures  your  s tudent  i s  ready  to  h i t  the  ground running  on  day
one .

You can  begin  the  enro l lment  process  today  by :
V is i t ing  the  enro l lment  webs i te :  OKCPS Enro l lment  & Back- to-Schoo l
Ca l l ing  us  d i rec t l y :  Contact  our  o f f ice  a t  405-587-1300 for  ass is tance .

Thank  you  fo r  t rus t ing  us  w i th  your  ch i ld ’s  educat ion .  We hope you  have  a
safe ,  re lax ing  summer  break  and look  fo r ward  to  see ing  ever yone back  on
campus soon!

Par tner ing  in  Educat ion ,  

STEVE SMITH
Pr inc ipa l

https://sites.google.com/okcps.org/enrollment-back-to-school/home
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We are excited to annouce
that this year’s Teacher
Appreciation Week will be
Star Wars themed, with the
first day of the week being
dubbed “Star Wars Day.”

We are so appreciative of
our staff’s hard work, not
only this year, but the many
years they have put in to
become the teachers they
are now.

We have a few staff
members graduating with
advanced degrees this year:

Ms. Ramona Diaz
Master’s Degree in
Secondary Education
University of Central
Oklahoma (UCO)

Ms. Alexus Johnson 
Master’s of Science Degree
in Information Technology 
Southern New Hampshire
University (SNHU)

Ms. Shaunte Cooley 
Bachelors of Science 
East Central University

In addition, many of our staff
have put in decades of
service to this community,
educating thousands of
students over a lifetime. 

We thank all of our
teachers and staff for
investing their time,
energy, and heart into the
future of our community.
The world is a better place
because of your service. 

Parents and students,
please consider doing
something special for your
teachers as we close out
the year. Even a simple
note expressing
appreciation can be
impactful.
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8 T H  G R A D E
G R A D UAT I O N
C E R E M O N YEnd o f  Year  Awards  w i l l

be  d is t r ibuted  to
s tudents  on  Thursday ,
May  14th ,  in  the
Cafeter ia .  
5 th  Grade 's  Awards
Assembl y  w i l l  be  dur ing
TB 8 .  
6 th  Grade 's  Awards
Assembl y  w i l l  be  dur ing
TB 7 .  
7 th  Grade 's  Awards
Assembl y  w i l l  be  dur ing
TB 1 .  
8 th  Grade 's  Awards
Assembl y  w i l l  be  dur ing
TB 2 .

The 8  Grade
Graduat ion wi l l  be at  US
Grant  High School .
Students should arr ive
at  6 :00pm, doors open
at  6 :30pm, and the
ceremony starts  at
7 :00pm. 

t h

Students  who bought  a
cap and t -sh i r t  in  January
shou ld  wear  these  to  the
ceremony .  Peop le  who
purchased these  i tems
shou ld  have  a lso  rec ieved
three  t ickets .  I f  you  d id
not  purcase  these ,  they
are  no  longer  ava i lab le  to
be bought .  You  cannot
at tend the  ceremony
wi thout  t ickets  due  to  the
l imi ted  capac i t y  o f  the
venue .

LIBRARY
BOOKS ARE
DUE MAY 4TH
Please  have  a l l  l ib ra ry
mater ia ls  tu rned in  by
May  4th .



OKCPS Summer Learning Programs are  ava i lab le  fo r  f ree  fo r  s tudents  who scored be low
the  50  percent i le  on  the  NWEA tes t .  B reakfas t  and lunch is  p rov ided .  F ind  out  more  here :
h t tps : / /s i tes .goog le .com/okcps .o rg/summer- learn ing/midd le-schoo l

t h

EMBARK’s Haul  Pass Program prov ides  f ree  bus  passes  to  youth  ages  18  and younger  who
are  enro l led  in  Ok lahoma Ci t y  Pub l ic  Schoo ls .  Th is  inc ludes  f ree  bus  fa re  dur ing  summer
break  as  we l l .  For  more  in format ion  and to  app ly ,  v i s i t  www.embarkok .com/bus/hau l -pass .  

Oklahoma City  Parks and Recreat ion Department of fe rs  hundreds  o f  events  and
act i v i t ies  open to  the  pub l ic ,  f rom skateboard ing  c lasses ,  to  g roup f i tness ,  to  a r ts  and
cra f ts ,  and nature  wa lks .  Every th ing  can  be  found on  the i r  webs i te  a t
www.okc .gov/Communi ty -Recreat ion/OKC-Parks .  Go en joy  the  great  outdoors  th is  summer !

Metro Family  Magazine pub l ishes  low-cost  th ings  to  do  around the  c i t y  fo r  fami l ies  as
we l l  as  parent ing  t ips ,  and other  loca l  resources !

Here  is  a  l i s t  o f  low-cost ,  non-pro f i t  summer  camps :
h t tps : / /www.met ro fami l ymagaz ine .com/non-prof i t -summer-camps/
Here  is  a  l i s t  o f  f ree  museums in  OKC:  h t tps : / /www.met ro fami l ymagaz ine .com/f ree-
museums- in-okc/
Here  is  a  l i s t  o f  th ings  to  do  fo r  Mother ’s  Day  in  OKC:
ht tps : / /www.met ro fami l ymagaz ine .com/mothers-day-weekend- in-okc/  

Summer Meals -  The Oklahoma Depar tment of  Educat ion has  a  por t ion  o f  the i r  webs i te
dedicated  to  ch i ld  nut r i t ion  dur ing  the  summer  break .  They  even have  a  program that
br ings  fa rm-f resh  food to  k ids  a t  no  cost !  Here  is  the i r  webs i te :
ht tps : //ok lahoma.gov/educat ion/ser v ices/ch i ld-nut r i t ion/ resources .html
OKCPS wi l l  a l so  be  prov id ing  breakfas t  and lunch a t  se lec t  locat ions  fo r  ch i ld ren  ages  1 -18 .
The locat ions ,  t imes ,  and e l ig ib i l i t y  requ i rements  a re  here :
ht tps : //s i tes .goog le .com/okcps .o rg/summer- learn ing/summer- feeding

211 a lso  g ives  a  comprehens ive  l i s t  o f  food pant r ies ,  low-cost  hea l thcare  resources ,
c lo th ing ,  and much more .  Ca l l  them by  d ia l ing  “211”  o r  use  the i r  webs i te  a t :
ht tps : //hear t l ine .ok .networkofcare .o rg/211/ index .aspx

Pools and Aquat ic  Centers  can  be  found a l l  over  OKC.  Check  the  locat ions ,  ru les ,  and
schedu les  on  the i r  webs i te  here :  

    ht tps : //www.okc .gov/Communi ty -Recreat ion/Poo ls -and-Aquat ic -Centers

THE STATESMAN May 2026

jefferson.okcps.org

“ P R I D E  O F  T H E  S O U T H S I D E ”

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FROM JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL

Page 4

Resource Spotlight:
Summer Resources

https://sites.google.com/okcps.org/summer-learning/middle-school
https://www.embarkok.com/bus/haul-pass
https://www.okc.gov/Community-Recreation/OKC-Parks
https://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/non-profit-summer-camps/
https://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/free-museums-in-okc/
https://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/free-museums-in-okc/
https://www.metrofamilymagazine.com/mothers-day-weekend-in-okc/
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/child-nutrition/resources.html
https://sites.google.com/okcps.org/summer-learning/summer-feeding
https://heartline.ok.networkofcare.org/211/index.aspx
https://www.okc.gov/Community-Recreation/Pools-and-Aquatic-Centers
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FEATURED EVENTS AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Teen Book Bags
Ongoing Event
Al l  Day  5/1–5/22
Locat ion :  On l ine  +  Curbs ide  (Southern
Oaks )  a t  Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type :  Books  & Reading
Age Group :  Teens
Do you  l i ke  books?  Are  you  between 12-
18?  If  the  answer  to  both  o f  those  are
"yes , "  then  we have  the  th ing  fo r  you !
S ign  up  fo r  a  book  bag and we wi l l  t r y  to
f ind  you  your  new favor i te  book !
Th is  event  l i s t ing  is  fo r  s ign  up .  We wi l l
contact  you  when your  bag is  ready .

Teen Take-Home Kit :  Mental
Health Awareness Month
Ongoing Event
Al l  Day  5/1–5/23
Locat ion :  Ons i te  (Almonte )  a t  Almonte
Librar y
Program Type:  A r ts  & Cra f ts ,  DIY &
Hobbies ,  Hea l th  & Wel lness ,  Take-Home
Ki t
Age Group:  Teens
May  is  Menta l  Hea l th  Awareness  Month !
Come grab  a  f ree  take-home k i t  a t  the
Almonte  Librar y  that  w i l l  inc lude a l l  the
supp l ies  to  make your  own wor r y  s tone
and ca lming bot t le !  The  completed
pro jects  an  be  used to  he l p  reduce
fee l ings  o f  anx ie ty ,  s t ress ,  and tens ion .
Th is  k i t  i s  fo r  ages  13-19 .
Note :  The  wor r y  s tones  w i l l  be  made wi th
po l ymer  c lay .  The  c lay  w i l l  need to  be
baked in  an  oven to  fu l l y  complete  the
pro ject .

Southern Oaks Chess Club
Fr iday ,  May 1 ,  2026
5:00pm–6:00pm
Locat ion :  Meet ing  Room A (Southern
Oaks )  a t  Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type:  DIY & Hobbies ,  Games &
Gaming
Age Group:  Al l  Ages ,  K ids ,  Teens ,  Adu l ts
Are  you  a  seasoned chess  p layer  look ing
to  get  in  some more  pract ice  or  he l p
br ing  new p layers  into  the  game,  o r  a  new
player  look ing  to  d ip  the i r  toes  into  the
wor ld  o f  chess?  Th is  a l l  ages ,  a l l  sk i l l
l eve ls  p rogram wi l l  he l p  you  do  jus t  that !
Come have  fun  and p lay  over - the- tab le
chess  in  a  low s takes ,  re laxed
env i ronment .

Free Comic Book Day Event !
Saturday ,  May 2 ,  2026
Al l  Day
Locat ion :  Ons i te  (Southern  Oaks )  a t
Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type:  Books  & Reading ,
Communi ty  & Civ ics ,  Cu l tu ra l  Exper iences ,
DIY & Hobbies
Age Group:  Al l  Ages ,  K ids ,  Teens ,  Adu l ts
Free  Comic  Book  Day  i s  ce lebra ted  the
f i rs t  Saturday  o f  May .  V is i t  the  Southern
Oaks  Librar y  fo r  fun  and f ree  comic  books
donated f rom the  Free  Comic  Book  Day
foundat ion  and our  loca l  Comic  Book  Store
Atomik  Pop! .  

Comic Book Day Celebrat ion
with Video Games!
Saturday ,  May 2 ,  2026
2:00pm–4:00pm
Locat ion :  Meet ing  Room A (Southern  Oaks )
a t  Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type:  Games & Gaming
Age Group:  Kids ,  Teens ,  Adu l ts
It  i s  F ree  Comic  Book  Day !  Jo in  us  a t
Southern  Oaks  Librar y  to  p lay  some
Ninetendo V ideo games and ce lebra te  Free
Comics !  P lay s ta t ions  and Xboxs  w i l l  be  set
up  fo r  gaming dur ing  the  ce lebra t ion !  
Each person wi l l  rece ive  a  f ree  comic
donated f rom Atomic  Pop!  

After  School  Hangout
Monday ,  May  4 ,  2026
4 :30pm–5 :30pm
Locat ion :  Meet ing  Room A (Southern  Oaks )
a t  Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type:  A r ts  & Cra f ts ,  Cu l tu ra l
Exper iences ,  DIY & Hobbies ,  Games &
Gaming
Age Group:  K ids ,  Teens
Join  us  ever y  o ther  Monday  fo r  an  a r ray  o f
a f te r -schoo l  ac t i v i t ies .  Schoo l -aged
chi ld ren  and teens  on l y !
Featur ing  "How to  Wr i te  a  Poem"  w i th  MLS
Poet  Laureate  Ha l l ie  Waugh :
If  you ’ve  ever  wondered how poems are
made (o r  wanted to  t r y  wr i t ing  one
yourse l f ) ,  th is  beginner- f r iend l y  workshop
wi l l  gu ide  you  th rough the  bas ics .  We ’ l l
look  a t  the  e lements  o f  metaphor ,  sound ,
and imager y ,  o f fe r ing  t ime fo r  par t ic ipants
to  dra f t  and share  the i r  work  (opt iona l ) .
Th is  workshop is  des igned fo r  anyone
who ’s  poet r y -cur ious  or  who 's  ever  sa id
they  can ’ t  wr i te  poet r y .  You  abso lu te l y  can ,
and we ’ l l  exp lore  i t  together .

Teen Ar t  Lab :  Diamond
Paint ing
Tuesday ,  May 5 ,  2026
5:30pm–7:30pm
Locat ion :  Meet ing  Room (Almonte )  a t
Almonte  Librar y
Program Type:  A r ts  & Cra f ts ,  DIY &
Hobbies ,  Hea l th  & Wel lness
Age Group:  Teens
Get  ready  to  spark le !  In  th is  re lax ing ,
hands-on c ra f t  p rogram,  teens  w i l l
complete  a  dazz l ing  d iamond pa int ing
ar twork  us ing  co lor fu l  res in  "gems"  to
bu i ld  a  sh immer ing  des ign ,  one  dot  a t  a
t ime .
Diamond pa int ing  is  par t  pa int -by-number ,
par t  mosaic  a r t .  Whether  you ' re  look ing  to
de-s t ress ,  hang out  w i th  f r iends ,  o r  t r y
someth ing  new ,  th is  p rogram is  per fect  fo r
a l l  sk i l l  l eve ls .  No exper ience  needed .
Al l  supp l ies  w i l l  be  prov ided .

Graduat ion Hat  Decorat ing
Monday ,  May 11 ,  2026
4:00pm–5:00pm
Locat ion :  Meet ing  Room A (Southern  Oaks )
a t  Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type:  A r ts  & Cra f ts
Age Group:  Teens ,  Adu l ts
Star t  ce lebra t ing  ear l y  by  bedazz l ing  your
graduat ion  hat !
We wi l l  b r ing  the  c ra f t  supp l ies ,  you  br ing
the  hat !

Fiber  Ar ts  Club
Tuesday ,  May 12 ,  2026
6:00pm–8:00pm
Locat ion :  Meet ing  Room A (Southern  Oaks )
a t  Southern  Oaks  Librar y
Program Type:  A r ts  & Cra f ts ,  DIY &
Hobbies
Age Group:  Teens ,  Adu l ts
Br ing  your  own pro ject  and mater ia ls  and
kni t ,  c rochet ,  o r  sew your  way  th rough the
af te rnoon wi th  members  o f  the  communi ty
who share  your  enthus iasm for  c ra f ts .  Al l
t ypes  o f  f iber  a r ts  we lcome!
WE HAVE PROJECTS AVAILABLE -  COME
LEARN A NEW SKILL!
For  teens  and adu l ts .  
Th is  i s  a  recur r ing  event  he ld  the  second
and four th  Tuesday s  o f  each  month .

FOR MORE EVENTS ALL SUMMER LONG, VISIT WWW.METROLIBRARY.ORG

https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/teen-book-bags-605053
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/teen-take-home-kit-mental-health-awareness-month-609085
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/teen-take-home-kit-mental-health-awareness-month-609085
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/copy-copy-southern-oaks-chess-club-593889
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/comic-book-day-celebration-video-games-621347
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/comic-book-day-celebration-video-games-621347
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/after-school-hangout-592010
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/teen-art-lab-diamond-painting-612673
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/teen-art-lab-diamond-painting-612673
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/teen-art-lab-diamond-painting-612673
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/free-comic-book-day-event-471652
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/graduation-hat-decorating-605787
https://www.metrolibrary.org/event/fiber-arts-club-577562
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 IMPORTANT DATES:
May 4-8 - Teacher Appreciation Week
May 4 - All library books are due
May 5-6 - NWEA Testing
May 11 - 8  Grade Graduation Ceremonyth

May 14 - Awards Assembly
May 21 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL!

28 29 30

MOTHER’S DAY
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