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K-12 English Language Arts Vision  
 
Dublin City Schools is committed to the K-12 English Language Arts (ELA) education of every student. We believe all students can become 
proficient and passionate readers, writers, communicators, listeners, and thinkers. Through interdisciplinary connections, our English Language 
Arts instruction will develop students to be lifelong learners that can access information as global citizens.  
 
We support students’ curiosity and critical thinking skills by providing diverse and authentic literacy learning opportunities. We nurture creativity, 
compassion, and empathy through thoughtful collaborative learning and a rigorous curriculum to ensure that students have the literacy skills 
necessary for the future.  
 
 
Instructional Agreements  
 

●​ Teachers will cultivate a safe learning environment, where students are represented in their learning and have agency to design their 
learning experiences. 

●​ Learning occurs within a differentiated workshop with focused lessons, guided/shared/independent practice, and purposeful reflection. 
●​ Students will have equitable access to high quality texts that meet student learning needs and represent a wide range of experiences 

and perspectives.  
●​ Students will have opportunities to develop critical thinking and flexible thinking skills to become effective communicators and literate 

members of a diverse society. 
●​ Teachers will provide time for shared and independent reading practice that encourages student choice. 
●​ Students will engage with literacy in a way that honors the demands of a highly technological society 
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Speech & Debate: Speaking for Influence 

 
Course Goals 
 
Students will be able to speak effectively, persuade ethically, and understand structures of debate and debate performance. Using formal and 
informal communication, students will learn how to incorporate basic speaking and listening skills through active participation in the classroom. 
This will be done in a variety of ways, including speeches, debates, and/or discussions. Students will also develop critical thinking, 
argumentation, analysis, and expression skills by learning various strategies to be able to confidently communicate in the modern world. 
 

Foundations of Public Speaking 

Students will understand and explore the key skills of public speaking in order to deliver effective speeches.  

Strand Topic Content Statements 

Speaking and 
Listening Managing Anxiety 

and Building 
Confidence 

SL.9-10.6 & SL.11-12.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

Writing W.9-10.3 & W.11-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Speech Development 
-​ Organization 
-​ Purpose and 

Audience 

SL.9-10.6 & SL.11-12.6  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
SL.9-10.2  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among 
the data. 
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and 
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
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perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

Writing 

W.11-12.2 & W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
W.11-12.4 & W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

Speaking and 
Listening 

Speech Delivery 
-​ Vocal  
-​ Physical  

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among 
the data. 

Effective Use of Visual 
Aides  

SL.11-12.5 & SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, 
and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 
and evidence and to add interest. 

 
 

Effective and Ethical Persuasion 

Students will develop the building blocks of persuasion and persuasive speaking in order to be able to analyze and deliver an articulate, 
effective and ethical argument.  

Strand Topic Content Statements 
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Speaking and 
Listening 

Evaluating Types 
of Arguments and 
Speeches 

SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying 
any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

Writing Evaluating 
Credible Sources  

W.9-10.7 & W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects 
to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on 
the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 
W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Developing and 
Delivering Sound 
Arguments 

SL.9-10.2  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 
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Writing 

W.9-10.1 & W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

Ethical 
Persuasion 

W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 
W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and 
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. 

 
 

Formal Performance: Debate and Production 

Students will apply the skills of speech and persuasion in various projects and/or situations. The key goal is for students to be able to engage 
in debates and other forms of communication through media. 

Strand Topic Content Statements 

Speaking and 
Listening 

Informal  and 
Formal Debate  

SL.9-10.1.d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own 
views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented. 
SL.11-12.1.d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
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SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying 
any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

Writing 

W.9-10.1 & W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W.9-10.5 & W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 
W.9-10.7 & W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on 
the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

Speaking and 
Listening Formal 

Production 

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 
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Writing 
W.9-10.5 & W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. 
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