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Building Project, SHPS <shbuilds@shschools.com>

property values
5 messages

Mark Crowther <mark.l.crowther@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 23, 2026 at 11:48 AM
To: shbuilds@shschools.com

Hello,

During the March 18th meeting, in response to a question concerning property values in the Parkview neighborhood, 
committee member Rudi Hall mentioned that in the 10 years since completion of the Eastampton High School
building project, property values have increased by 120%. On its own, 120 is a lonely number, so curious as to what
sources he was quoting from and is that number limited to properties in close proximity to the school or the entire town of
Easthampton. Please respond so that I may get a better understanding of the situation.

Thanks

Mark Crowther
32 Ashton Lane
South Hadley

Mark Crowther <mark.l.crowther@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 5:21 PM
To: shbuilds@shschools.com

Hello,

It's been three weeks since my initial email concerning property values, and almost two weeks since the last
committee meeting ,where I was assured that my question would be addressed but I have not yet received a response.
While I understand that committee membership is a voluntary position and not a full time position, I would have
reasonably expected an answer by this juncture, especially when the committee member was able to seemingly quote
property values relating to the Easthampton High School quite readily on March 18th and that his research appeared to
have already been completed. I don't believe that I am asking for any additional research on the subject, just a review of
his notes in greater detail. I plan on attending the April 15th meeting and hope that my simple question will be addressed
prior to, or at the meeting.

Thank You

Mark Crowther

[Quoted text hidden]

Building Project, SHPS <shbuilds@shschools.com> Tue, Apr 14, 2026 at 10:36 AM
To: Mark Crowther <mark.l.crowther@gmail.com>

Hi Mark,
 
Thank you for your question regarding property values, and for your patience as we prepared a response.
 
As discussed at the March 18 School Building Committee meeting, one Committee member shared general
observations based on prior project experience. That information was intended to provide context only and was not
presented as a formal analysis or prediction. The example referenced was a high school project in Easthampton, with
home values monitored on Trulia and Zillow, which was discussed in a general sense at the meeting.
 
Property values are influenced by a wide range of factors, including broader market conditions, neighborhood
characteristics, and local economic trends. The School Building Committee does not conduct formal analysis related to

https://www.google.com/maps/search/32+Ashton+Lane+South+Hadley?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/32+Ashton+Lane+South+Hadley?entry=gmail&source=g


property values as part of its scope, and therefore is not in a position to make specific projections regarding how this
project may impact individual properties.
 
More broadly, investment in public school facilities is often associated with maintaining and enhancing the overall
quality of a community, which can be one of many factors considered by homebuyers.
 
The Committee’s focus remains on evaluating the project options comprehensively, including educational, site, traffic,
and community considerations. Public input, including questions such as yours, continues to be an important part of
that process.
 
Thank you again for your engagement.
 
Sincerely,
South Hadley Elementary School Building Committee
[Quoted text hidden]

Mark Crowther <mark.l.crowther@gmail.com> Sun, Apr 19, 2026 at 10:57 AM
To: "Building Project, SHPS" <shbuilds@shschools.com>

Hello,

I can certainly agree with your assessment, if the committee member had spoken in general terms, but he offered a very
specific scenario with very specific details including a very specific property value increase, and when asked by the
committee chair to verify his information, he doubled down and repeated the same details, so it did nor appear that he
was offering a general observation. Is it fair to say that he misspoke?

Thank you

Mark Crowther

[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]
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Building Project, SHPS <shbuilds@shschools.com> Mon, Apr 27, 2026 at 3:03 PM
To: Mark Crowther <mark.l.crowther@gmail.com>

Hi Mark,
 
Thank you for your follow-up.
 
To clarify, the comment shared at the March 18 meeting was intended as a general, anecdotal observation
based on personal experience and was not presented as verified data or as a formal finding of the School
Building Committee. The Committee has not independently reviewed or validated the specific figures
referenced, and they should not be interpreted as an official analysis or projection.
 
As noted previously, the Committee does not conduct formal property value analysis as part of its scope.
Property values are influenced by a range of factors beyond a single project, and the Committee is not in a
position to confirm or quantify specific impacts.
 
The Committee’s focus remains on evaluating the project options based on educational needs, site
considerations, traffic, and overall community benefit. We appreciate your engagement and your participation



in the process.
 
Sincerely,
South Hadley Elementary School Building Committee
[Quoted text hidden]


