
Private Schools

Parentally Placed Private School 
Students with Disabilities



Child Find 
❏ IDEA indicates that for students voluntarily enrolled by their parents in private 

schools, including religious schools, all Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are 
required to:

❏ Locate, identify, and evaluate all students ages 3 to 22 with disabilities who may be eligible 
for special education services. 

❏ Offer a free appropriate public education (“FAPE”) to all students ages 3 to 22 who are 
determined to be eligible for special education services. 

❏ Gather and maintain data on students with disabilities and submit the data to the appropriate 
State Educational Agency (SEA). 
❏ LEAs must collect information about the number of students:  

❏ evaluated
❏ determined to be a student with disabilities
❏ served



Child Find  - Special Education Referral

❏ If determined that a private school student may be eligible for special education 
services:
❏ Referral sent to the Director of Special Education of the District Of 

Geographic Residence (DOGR)

❏ DOGR conducts the initial assessment within assessment and meeting 
timelines

❏ If team determines eligibility for special education services
❏ DOGR will offer to develop an IEP 



Child Find  - Special Education Referral (Continued) 

❏ If team determines eligibility for special education services
❏ DOGR will offer to develop IEP 
❏ Parents may decline in writing the offer to develop an IEP

❏ If Parent agrees to IEP
❏ DOGR makes an offer of FAPE

❏ Implemented if student is enrolled in a public school 
❏ If parent accepts - student will enroll in a public school

❏ DOGR implements IEP
❏ If parent declines offer of FAPE - an Individual Service Plan 

(ISP) is offered 
❏ If ISP is created - DOGR informs SELPA



Individualized Service Plan

❏ An ISP:
❏ Describes specific special education and related services 
❏ Developed, reviewed, and revised consistent with IEP requirements

❏ The services may be provided at a private school, including a religious 
school, to the extent consistent with law. The location of the services shall 
be set out in the student’s ISP. 

❏ The DOGR shall invite a representative of the private school to attend an 
individual student’s ISP meeting. 



Meetings/Assessments After The Initial IEP 
Team Meeting

❏ Each year, the District provides parents with written notice offering to hold a 
meeting to review and update the Offer of FAPE for their student with an IEP/ISP.

❏ If parents choose to proceed with a meeting, the District will schedule 
it and present an updated Offer of FAPE.

❏ If the parents consent to the offer of FAPE and enroll their student in the 
DOGR
❏ An IEP will be implemented by the DOGR

❏ If the parent expresses in writing that they will not enroll their student in the 
DOGR
❏ DOGR will offer the parents an Individual Service Plan (ISP)

❏ If parents accept, DOGR team creates an ISP 
❏ Every three years, the District will conduct a reevaluation to determine continued 

eligibility for students with an IEP or ISP.



Services Offered

❏ Services offered are determined by the SELPA, each 
year, as voted on by the Superintendents' Council. 

❏ Consultations
❏ SELPA Workshops 


