
NNCAAA INITIALL ELIGIBILITY
Forr College-Boundd Student-Athletes



AAGENDA
» What is the NCAA?

» NCAA Eligibility Center.

» NCAA Registration.

» Core Courses.

» Certification Outcomes.

o Division I.

o Division II.

» Recruiting.

» Resources.



WWHATT ISS THEE NCAA?



NNCAAA THREEE DIVISIONS
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CCHOOSINGG ANN NCAAA SCHOOL

» Visit on.ncaa.com/choosing for suggestions of 
questions to ask NCAA schools recruiting you.
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Costt off 
Attendance

Schooll Size Schooll Location Majors
andd Minors

Admissionn 
Requirements

Culture
andd Affiliations

Student-to-
Facultyy Ratio

Playingg Time



NNCAA
ELIGIBILITYY CENTER
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NCAA
ELIGIBILITYY CENTER
» Whoo aree we?? A unit within the NCAA.

» Whatt doo wee provide?? Certification of 
college-bound student-athletes for 
collegiate competition.

» Whatt doo wee review?

o Your transcripts.

o Your athletics participation.

» Whyy doo wee review?? To create fair 
and equitable competition across 
NCAA schools and divisions.



TTHREEE REQUIREMENTS
TOO PLAYY COLLEGEE SPORTS

8

NCAA
Initiall Eligibility

Highh Schooll 
Graduation

College
Admission
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COLLEGEE ADMISSION
» Apply and be accepted to the NCAA 

school before you can compete.

o NCAA certification does NNOT include 
acceptance to the NCAA school.

» Ask college admission about:

o Cost of attendance.

> Financial aid and scholarships.

> FAFSA.

o Standardized test scores. 

> May be required for college
admission or scholarships.

> NOT required for NCAA certification.

o For more questions to ask, visit 
on.ncaa.com/choosingcollege.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Understand what is covered by the NCAA 
school, and the costs you would be 
responsible for outside of that aid.

» Academic scholarships.

» Athletics scholarships.

» Expectations and requirements 
to maintain each type.

o Annual scholarships.

o Full scholarships.

o Partial scholarships.

o Scholarship renewals.



NNCAA REGISTRATION
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NCAAA REGISTRATION
Threee Accountt Types

Athleticss Certificationn 
Account

Academic
andd Athleticss 

Certificationn Account

Profilee Pagee Account

1 2 3
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ACADEMICC ANDD ATHLETICSS 
CERTIFICATIONN ACCOUNT
Accountt Typee #1

Required to compete at a Division I or II school:
» Go on Division I official visits.
» Sign for athletics aid.
» Receive an athletics scholarship.

Registration fee:
» Domestic students: $110.
» International students: $170.
» Check to see if you meet fee waiver criteria.



Recommended for all international student-athletes
planning to compete at a Division III school.

Registration fee:
» $75.
» Check to see if you meet fee waiver criteria.

Student-athletes transferring from a
two-year school to an NCAA Division I or II 
school who did not require an Eligibility 
Center academic certification.
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ATHLETICSS CERTIFICATIONN 
ACCOUNT
Accountt Typee #2
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PROFILEE PAGEE ACCOUNT
Accountt Typee #3

The right place to start for most students!
» Not sure in which division you plan to compete.
» Domestic students planning to compete 

at a Division III school.
» Registering in an NCAA-certified 

nonscholastic basketball event.

No registration fee.

If you’re being actively recruited by an NCAA 
Division I or II school, transition your Profile 
Page account to a certification account.



CCOREE COURSES



WWHATT ISS AA COREE COURSE?
A core course must meet the following requirements 
to be used in your academic certification:

» Meet high school graduation requirements in one 
or more of the following subject areas:

17
» Be on your high school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses.



WWHATT ISS AA COREE COURSE?
A core course must meet the following requirements 
to be used in your academic certification:

» Be completed in alignment with your high school’s 
policies related to instruction, pacing, etc.

» Be completed at a high school with a “Cleared” or 
“Extended Evaluation” Eligibility Center account status.

18
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DUAL-ENROLLMENTT 
COURSEWORK
» May be used to satisfy NCAA 

core-course requirements if course:

o Appears on your official transcript
with grade and high school credit.

o Meets all requirements 
for an NCAA-approved core course.



NNCAA-APPROVED
COREE COURSES

Scann thee QRR Codee Below
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Findd Yourr Highh School’ss 
Listt off NCAA-Approvedd 

Coree Courses



NNCAA-APPROVEDD COREE COURSES

21

Example



CCERTIFICATION
OUTCOMES
Divisionss II andd II
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CERTIFICATIONN 
OUTCOMES

Divisionn I

1. Early Academic Qualifier.

2. Qualifier.

3. Academic Redshirt.

4. Nonqualifier.
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EARLY
ACADEMICC QUALIFIER

Division I

Earn 14 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 3.0 
core-course GPA.

Note:: Based on your pre-seventh semester 
academic record.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.



2 Years 5 Years

3 Years 2 Years 2 Years

DDIVISIONN I:: EARLY
ACADEMICC QUALIFIER

Subject Area Breakdown

25
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QUALIFIER
Division I

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.3 
core-course GPA.

Complete 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in eight 
semesters from your initial 
start of ninth grade.

10/7 requirement

international

Meet the 10/7 requirement before 
the start of your seventh semester.
» Not required for students with solely 

international academic credentials.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.



DDIVISIONN I:: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown

1 Year 2 Years 4 Years

4 Years 3 Years 2 Years

j
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DDIVISIONN I:: 
10/77 REQUIREMENT

28

Complete 10 of your 16 NCAA-approved core-course 
credits (including seven in English, math or science) 
before the start of your seventh semester.

» Students with solely international academic 
credentials (including Canada) are not required 
to meet the 10/7 requirement.



DDIVISIONN I:: 
COURSESS TAKENN AFTERR HIGHH SCHOOL
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For Division I, only core courses completed in the first 
eight semesters from your initial start of ninth grade will 
be used in your academic certification.

If you graduate from high school on time, you may use one 
core-course unit completed in the year after graduation 
and before enrolling full time at any college or university.



» First Year 
Athletics Aid.

» First Term 
Practice.

» Compete.
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ACADEMICC REDSHIRT
Division I

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.0
core-course GPA.



» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.
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NONQUALIFIER
Division I

Not eligible to receive athletics aid, 
practice or compete during your 
first year of full-time enrollment.

Check with the compliance office 
at the NCAA school you may attend 
to discuss your options.
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CERTIFICATIONN 
OUTCOMES
1. Early Academic Qualifier.

2. Qualifier.

3. Partial Qualifier.

Divisionn II
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EARLY
ACADEMICC QUALIFIER

Division II

Earn 14 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.5 
core-course GPA.

Note:: Based on your pre-seventh semester 
academic record.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.



DDIVISIONN II:: EARLY
ACADEMICC QUALIFIER

Subject Area Breakdown

3 Years 3 Years

2 Years 6 Years
34
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QUALIFIER
Division II

Earn 16 NCAA-approved 
core-course credits in the 
required subject areas.

core-course GPA

Earn a minimum 2.2
core-course GPA.

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.



DDIVISIONN II:: QUALIFIER
Subject Area Breakdown

3 Years 2 Years 2 Years

j

3 Years 2 Years 4 Years

36
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PARTIALL QUALIFIER
Division II

» Athletics Aid.

» Practice.

» Compete.

May receive athletics aid and 
practice but may NOT compete 
during your first year of 
full-time enrollment.

Check with the compliance office 
at the NCAA school you may attend 
to discuss your options.
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DIVISIONN III
» While Division III schools set their own 

academic standards on campus, the 
Eligibility Center certifies the 
amateurism status of Division III 
international student-athletes.

o All other Division III student-athletes 
are certified on campus.

» International student-athletes
enrolling at a Division III school must 
register with an Athletics Certification 
account and receive their final 
amateurism certification before they 
can compete.

» Effective Fall 2026, domestic student-
athletes enrolling at a Division III will 
need to register with a Profile Page 
account.



EEDUCATION-IMPACTINGG 
DISABILITIES

39

» Current impairment that has a substantial educational 
impact on a student’s academic performance and 
requires accommodation.

» Must meet the same initial-eligibility standards as other 
students but may be provided certain accommodations.

o Take NCAA-approved courses for students with EIDs.

o Divisionn I:: Take up to three additional core courses 
after graduating high school, before enrolling full time.

o Divisionn II:: Take an unlimited number of core courses 
after starting ninth grade, before enrolling full time.

» For more information, visit on.ncaa.com/eid.



RRECLASSIFYING
» For Division I, only core courses completed in the 

first eight semesters from your initial start of ninth 
grade will be used in your academic certification.

o If you do not graduate on time, the coursework 
completed after eight semesters would nnot be 
used in your certification.

» To be a Division I qualifier, you must also complete 
10 of your 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits 
(including seven in English, math or science) before 
the start of your seventh semester.

o Students with solely international academic 
credentials (including Canada): Not required 
to meet the 10/7 requirement.

» Check with the compliance office at the NCAA 
school you may attend to discuss your options.

40



RRECRUITING



AAREE YOUU BEINGG RECRUITED?
» You’re being actively recruited if an NCAA coach:

42

Messagess viaa 
Sociall Media

Calls Texts Emails

Visitss Your
Highh School

Payss Expensess 
too Visitt Campus

Issues
Athleticss Aid

Writess Offer
off Financiall Aid

» Recruiting can begin as early as ninth grade.
o In most cases, recruiting starts in eleventh grade.



IINSTITUTIONALL REQUESTT LIST
» An IRL is a list of college-bound student-athletes 

an NCAA school is interested in recruiting. 

o You mmust be on an NCAA school’s IRL to 
receive an academic and/or athletics certification.

43

Receive
Athleticss Aid

Practice Compete
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RECRUITINGG CALENDARS
Recruiting calendars promote your well-being and ensure 
fairness among schools by defining certain periods during 
the year in which recruiting may or may not occur in a 
particular sport.

A table with different colored squares

Description automatically generated



RRECRUITINGG CALENDARS
Scann thee QRR Codee Below

45

Visitt on.ncaa.com/recruitcal
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OFFICIALL VS UNOFFICIALL VISITS

» Official visits: Any visit to a college campus paid for 
by the NCAA school you are visiting. Before a 
Division I or II official visit, you must:

OFFICIALL VISITS

UNOFFICIALL VISITS
» Unofficial visits: Any visit to a college campus paid 

for by you or your family members.

Registerr with
thee Eligibilityy Center

Bee onn the
NCAAA School’ss IRL

Requestt Uploadd off Your
Highh Schooll Transcript
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OFFICIALL VS UNOFFICIALL VISITS
OFFICIALL VISITS

A table with text and images

Description automatically generated with medium confidence
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OFFICIALL VS UNOFFICIALL VISITS
UNOFFICIALL VISITS
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TOPICSS TOO DISCUSS
WITHH NCAAA COACHES
» Academic resources.
» Additional team 

responsibilities.
» Athletic training 

and medical expenses.
» Coaching philosophy 

and style.
» Degree completion 

support.

» Injuries and 
rehabilitation.

» Mental health 
resources.

» Name, image 
and likeness.

» Revenue sharing.

» Playing time.
» Scholarship renewals.
» Team time demands.

Visit on.ncaa.com/choosing for more suggestions 
of questions for students to ask NCAA schools.
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ATHLETICSS AID
» By signing for athletics aid, you agree 

to attend that Division I or II school.

» Athletics aid is:

o Voluntary and ends the 
recruiting process.

o Provided for a minimum of 
one academic year.

> You must be admitted 
to the NCAA school.

> You must be eligible for
financial aid under NCAA rules.
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TRANSFERR STUDENTS
» Understand the transfer rules, options 

and potential consequences before 
choosing to transfer.

» Check with the compliance office 
at the NCAA school you may attend.

o Depending on your college 
experience, you may be able to 
compete as soon as you transfer.

» Division-specific resources:

o Guide for Two-Year Transfers. 

o Guide for Four-Year Transfers.

» For more transfer information, 
visit on.ncaa.com/transfer.



RRESOURCES



RRESOURCES

Connectt withh thee 
Eligibilityy Center

• Registration Checklist.

• Guide for the College-Bound 
Student-Athlete.

• Initial-Eligibility Flyer.

• Homeschooled Students.

• International Students.

• Education-Impacting Disabilities. 

• Learn more about NCAA sports 
wagering.

• Learn more about NCAA drug testing 
and banned substances. 

• Search our FAQs.


