OAKDALE JT. UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

W2
TO: Larry Mendonca, Superintendent Regular Meeting
SUBJECT:  ParentSquare Introductory Report May 11, 2026
BACKGROUND

For many years, we have used School Messenger, our district email lists, social media, regular mail,
and a variety of other methods to communicate with OJUSD families. A system made of such
disparate parts often proved confusing and frustrating for the community and the number one
concern reported by parents in LCAP surveys is the need for a better, more cohesive communication
structure. In order to meet this need, OJUSD will move to the use of ParentSquare starting with the
2026-2027 school year.

ANALYSIS

ParentSquare provides a front-facing platform for families that looks a lot like social media
platforms and allows two-way home-school communication. Schools and the District can create a
ParentSquare post and share it across social media and our website to keep our community informed
and reach parents through their preferred channels. We can highlight school successes, district-wide
announcements, or any urgent notifications, and easily showcase these on our social media channels
with one click. This platform will also allow staff to send Smart Alerts, quick timely alerts about
school closures or reminders about field trips, and Urgent Alerts, school or district-wide messages
when there is a natural disaster or a critical threat and the speed of delivery is most important. Sites
can also create posts or newsletters, sharing media-rich updates with families, staff, and students in
messages that appear in one central place and ParentSquare allows us to deliver information to
exactly the group needed with built-in distribution lists. Because ParentSquare also integrates with
Aeries, we’ll be able to track attendance and send notifications for absent students through the
system and we’ll be able to send home items we’ve previously mailed, such as the reading screener
results. The transition to ParentSquare will happen before the end of this school year, starting with
school secretaries and admin and rolling out to families and teachers over the course of the next two
months.

REPORT

Gillian Wegener will present a brief report on the roll out and planned use of ParentSquare.
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