
Due:  Monday, August 10th 

Advanced Placement English Language and Composition—2026 Summer Reading Assignment 

Assigned Text: Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 
(ISBN-13:978-0307742483).  DO NOT purchase the adapted young adult version.  

We will begin the school year with Socratic discussions about this text. If you have questions, please email 
devine.wright@gcpsk12.org.  
 

Task: Read and annotate your copy of Killers of the Flower Moon.   

Because you will write in the text, you may not use an eBook.  When annotating your text, use any available 
space—margins, blank pages, empty space on the page, etc. I suggest you use Post-it notes and bright-colored pens.  
Annotating is more than highlighting and underlining; the objective is to read actively and to engage with the text. You 
DO NOT have to write on every page.  There is NOT a specific number of annotations required.  You may write all 
marginal comments on Post-It Notes placed on appropriate pages in lieu of writing on the text itself. 

While You Read 

○​ Ask questions—Are you confused about something? Write the question down. You might find the answer later, 
or you might get an opportunity to ask your questions during class discussions. 

○​ React to what you read—Maybe you just read something that made you mad, startled you, or brought you to 
tears. Write down your reaction to the text so you remember it later. 

○​ Give an opinion—Do you like or dislike an idea? Record this opinion next to the passage that inspired it. 

○​ Underline, bracket, or circle important passages—Write brief comments within the side margins that indicate 
motivation in underlining or bracketing. Focus on the essential elements of literature and rhetoric (SPEAKER, 
AUDIENCE, TONE, PURPOSE, and CLAIM). Remember, highlighting and underlining without providing 
commentary IS NOT annotating.  

○​ Draw a rectangle around any words, phrases, or sentences that convey the author’s tone.  Write a note in the 
margins describing how you would characterize this judgment. 

○​ Make connections—Maybe something you read reminds you of an experience you have had or parallels a part of 
your life; record these connections, and they will help you find meaning and relevance in what you read. 

○​ Define new words—Too often, reading comprehension problems occur because readers do not understand words. 
It is not too much trouble to look up the word in a dictionary or on the internet.  

○​ Track motifs—If you notice a recurring idea as you read, start noting the motif when it takes place. Doing so will 
help you understand the author's claim.  

AFTER YOU READ 

o​ Summarize sections.  When you find it necessary or useful, use the empty space at the end of a section to note the 
essential points, using only a couple of sentences. Doing so should help you understand what you just read. 

o​ Respond to what you have read.  Sometimes a summary isn’t enough. You might want to comment on what you just 
read, give an opinion about a concept, or complain about the author’s insight/viewpoint.  

o​ Note if you experience an epiphany.  Note any “ah ha” moments, where you clarify something that you found 
puzzling. 

**All of your annotations must be written in or attached to the book.  DO NOT include loose sheets of paper.  Again, 
there is NOT a specific number of annotations required.     
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