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Notification of Truancy 

In the Merced City School District, 
notifications are made to families 
through a letter that references the 
Education Code and uses language and 
terms provided by the State of 
California. Terms used may seem 
severe. The letter is not intended to 
alarm parents or families but to ensure 
they are fully informed of the 
requirements and possible 
consequences for truancy. 

Parents/guardians will be notified that 
their child is truant by letter, email, or 
telephone call (EC 48260.5) 

The letter will include the following 
information: 

• The student is truant
• That the parent/guardian is 

obligated to compel the attendance 
of the student at school

• That parents or guardians who fail to 
meet this obligation may be guilty of 
an infraction and subject to 
prosecution pursuant Article 6
(commencing with Section 48290)

• That alternative educational 
programs are available in the school 
District

• That the parent/guardian has the 
right to meet with appropriate 
school personnel to discuss solutions 
to the student's truancy

• For a student under 18 years of age 
but 13 years of age or older, that the 
student may be subject to 
suspension, restriction, or delay of 
the student's driving privilege 
pursuant to Section 1302.7 of the 
Vehicle Code.

• That is recommended that a 
parent/guardian accompany the 
student to school and attend classes 
with the student for one day
(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 507)
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School Attendance Review 

Team (SART} 

When a student has accumulated a 
minimum of 7 unexcused absences or 
truancies or 10 absences (excused or 
unexcused), parents will be notified 
through mail that a School Attendance 
Review Team (SART) meeting has been 
scheduled. The purpose of the meeting 
is to address reasons for absences and 
to work together to remove barriers 
that are preventing the student from 
going to school. A contract will be 
signed at the conclusion of the 
conference that indicates failure to 
comply with the SART will result in a 
referral to the School Attendance 
Review Board (SARB). 

SART Attendees may include: 
• Parent
• Student
• Administrator
• MCSD student Services Personnel if

applicable (nurse, social worker,
counselor, School Resource Officer)

The SART meeting will be held at the 
student's school site. Two attempts will 
be made to meet with parents to 
discuss attendance concerns and 
possible solutions. A home visit by an 
administrator or school resource officer 
may be conducted if the school is 
unable to conduct the SART meeting 
with the family. If families cannot be 
contacted through two attempts and a 
home visit by an administrator or 
school resource officer, the student will 
be referred to the School Attendance 
Review Board. 

School Attendance & Review Board 
(SARB) and Truancy Mediation 

When a student in MCSD is habitually 
truant, has irregular attendance at 
school, or is chronically absent (absent 
for 10 percent or more of the school 
year), the student may be referred to 
the School Attendance Review Board. 
After a student has reached 12 
absences or truancies or 14 absences 
(excused or unexcused), the school site 
will send a SARB referral to the Pupil 
Services office. The intent of SARB is to 
provide targeted guidance to meet the 
special needs of students with school 
attendance problems or school 
behavior problems pursuant to EC 
Section 48320. 
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These interventions are designed to support students with 
attendance and behavioral problems within the education 
system and to reduce the number of students who dropout 
of school. 

The School Attendance Review Board may identify available 
community services that can resolve the attendance 
concerns. The SARB Panel shall direct the student or the 
student's parents or guardians, or both, to make use of 
community services. 

The School Attendance Review Board may require, at any 
time, that it determines proper, the student or parents or 
guardians of the student, or both, to furnish satisfactory 
evidence of participation in the available community services. 
{EC 48263 bl) 

SARB Hearings are held at Student Services located at 444 w. 
23rd St. 
SARB attendees may include: 

• Parent/guardian
• Student
• MCSD Student Services Director or designee
• Merced County Probation Department
• Merced County Child Protective Services
• Merced Police Department
• Merced County Behavioral Health and Recovery Services

{BHRS)
• MCSD Nurse
• MCSD Counselor
• MCSD Site Administrators
• Merced County District Attorney Representative {EC

48321)


