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More Than A Lesson 

As we enter the final stretch of the school year, I want to take a moment to reflect on 
something at the heart of our work — relationships. 

Throughout the year, I periodically meet with students across the district. Their feedback is 
thoughtful, insightful, and inspiring. Our students talk about their NWEA scores and growth 
targets, confidence with state testing, safety, school culture, and their relationships with staff. 
They can clearly articulate the strategies that help them learn best. They are focused, capable, 
and driven. 

But when asked a simple question — “Who are your favorite staff members, and why?” — the 
answer is remarkably consistent. It always comes back to relationships. Our students are 
most positively impacted by the adults who invest the time and energy to know them, support 
them, and believe in them. 

Maya Angelou once said, “People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how you made them feel.” That truth is lived out in our classrooms and 
hallways every day. The way we connect with students, including the respect we show, the 
encouragement we offer, and the belief we instill, creates a lasting impact far beyond any 
single lesson.  

As I shared earlier this year, our students were born to win, engineered for success, and 
endowed with the seeds of greatness. The way we nurture our students every day — through 
connection, encouragement, and consistency — matters more than we may ever fully realize. 

As we approach the end of the school year, this is a critical time. Students are preparing not 
only for the next grade level, but for the transition into summer. For some, that transition brings 
excitement. For others, it brings uncertainty. The support and compassion we give them now 
can help ground them, affirm them, and give them the confidence to proceed with positive 
expectations. 

Remember, you are more than a lesson — you are shaping the future! You are a beacon of 
hope. If our students have hope in the future, that gives them tremendous power in the 
present.  

 



I encourage you to take a moment to listen to the song written by Telisha “Nikki” Jones 
entitled “More Than A Lesson,” by AI artist Xania Monet. The song beautifully captures 
this impact. You can access it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0N70xhFZcM 

We must be intentional in these final weeks. Let’s remind our students, through both our words 
and our actions, that they are gifted, talented, and extremely valuable. Let’s ensure they leave 
our buildings feeling seen, supported, and confident in who they are and what they can 
achieve. 

This is how we help students see who they are — and who they can become. Thank you for 
the care, commitment, and connection you bring to our students each day. 

Anchored in Excellence, 

Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent 
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