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Agenda
● Class of 2026 University Offers
● Where are we now?
● To Do List

○ Summer Holidays
■ Meaningful/Stretching Activities
■ Demonstrated Interest

○ Term 3
○ Term 4

● Main destinations (USA, Canada, UK and the Netherlands)
● Standardised Testing
● Potential Cost of Applications
● Gap Year
● Q&A



Class of 2026: Some University Offers

USA
● Yale
● Dartmouth
● Brown (2)
● UC Berkeley
● Purdue University
● Northwestern (4)
● U of Chicago (2)
● Tulane (2)
● Barnard College (2)
● Middlebury College (4)
● Sarah Lawrence
● Clark University (2)
● Marist (8)
● University of Florida

UK
● Oxford
● University College London
● Edinburgh
● Manchester

Canada
● McGill University
● UBC

Spain
● ESADE

Netherlands
● University of Groningen
● Erasmus University

Other Countries
● Chinese University HK
● Sciences Po, France
● NYU Abu Dhabi, UAE
● Duke Kunshan, China



Class of 2027: Where Are We Now?

● Google Classroom (multiple resources)

● Information sessions
○ Introduction to university applications
○ Conducting university research
○ Application process in the US, Canada, UK and Europe
○ Essay writing and financial support

● Teacher Recommendation Information Sheet shared with 2 teachers

● All students on MaiaLearning (not all have accessed yet)
○ Do personality / career / aptitude assessments in MaiaLearning
○ Plan for the summer

● Pre-UWCD transcripts



Things to Do: SUMMER
Recommended:
● Explore / build on academic or co-curricular interests
● Meaningful/stretching activities
● Discuss budget / affordability with family
● Do university research and put together draft university list
● Begin work on application essays
● Begin work on financial aid documents
● Demonstrated Interest
● Pre-UWCD transcripts!
● Prepare academically for Term 3 - EE, IA, catch up
● Rest / relax! Enjoy time with friends and families! Re-energize!

Potentially: 
● Prepare for Standardised Tests (SATs can be taken at UWCD and/or Yerevan)
● University visits (if feasible)



Meaningful/Stretching Activities

Google Classroom Resources

Summer Schools 

Research (including self 
directed research)

Internships

Work Shadowing

Language Courses

Coursera/EdX etc

Going to the Theatre

UWC Short Courses

Family Responsibilities

Travel

Visiting Museums

Reading Novels

Continuing hobbies

Finding new hobbies

Volunteering

Political Campaigns 

Listening to Podcasts

Setting up an organisation

Sport

Building relationships with 
people different to them

Creative Pursuits



Demonstrated Interest

● Attending university visits at UWCD

● Online tours

● Online webinars

● Mailing lists

● Actually opening e-mails from mailing lists

● Getting in contact with university representatives

● Asking to be put in touch with international/UWC student representatives

● Interviews (online/in person)

● Social Media

Resources to this effect have been shared with students on Google Classroom.



Things To Do: TERM 3

● Meet with Uni Counsellor at least once.

● Discuss university list, application plan; ask individual questions, etc. 

● Attend university counselling sessions:

○ Filling out uni applications 

○ Polishing application essays

○ Applying for financial aid 

● Attend university fairs & info sessions. 

● Where relevant, schedule university interviews. 

● Finalize university list early (Max 10 applications). 

● Apply early (if prepared).



Things To Do: TERM 4

● Complete / start university applications.

● Decide where to go.

○ Reply to and pay deposit at institution student plans to attend.

■ Only one US university

■ Conditional/Unconditional Offers - Come up with a Plan B if necessary.

● Finish strong! (‘Maintaining Academic Standing’)

● Students will be asked to give IBDP Coordinator details of universities they would like their 
IB Diplomas sent to on Results Day.

● Apply for student visa (if relevant).



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

Why?

● Freedom to explore academic interests (liberal arts)
● Well-recognized, high-quality education
● Wide variety of institutions (small LACs vs. big research unis; rural vs. urban; hyper 

selective vs. not selective)
● Widest availability of need-based financial aid
● High quality of student life

Application Process

● Based on holistic review of: grades (UWCD term grades & PGs and grades from 2 prior 
years); recommendation letters (two teachers and counselor/mentor); essays; and 
extracurricular activities. 

● Often completed through the Common Application, with supplemental questions / essays 
for each school. School docs will be sent through MaiaLearning.



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

General Deadlines

● Early Action / Decision: November 1
● Regular Decision: January 1
● Specific deadlines will vary by college / university.

Costs & Scholarships

● Can cost up to US$100,000 per year (including tuition, room and board, health insurance, 
etc.)

● There are plentiful opportunities for financial support:
○ Need-based financial aid
○ Merit-based scholarships
○ UWC Davis Scholars Program



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

Need-Based Financial Aid Basics

● Cost of Attendance = Direct Costs + Indirect Costs

○ Direct Costs (billed by university): Tuition; Room and Board; Health Insurance

○ Indirect Costs (not billed by university; estimated): Transportation; Books; Personal Expenses

● Demonstrated Need

○ Level of family’s need as calculated by the university

○ Based on family’s income and assets (e.g. savings, business, property, investments, etc.) against 
family’s expenses and debt.

● [Cost of Attendance] – [Demonstrated Need] = Expected Family Contribution (Amount that 
university will ask you to pay each year)

● Many US universities will meet 100% of the family’s demonstrated need through financial 
aid package that includes: University Grants; Davis Scholarship; On-Campus Employment 
(estimate); Loans (sometimes)



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

Davis Scholarship Program

● At 106 partner US colleges and universities, the Davis Foundation contributes up to 
$40,000 per year towards the overall financial aid package that the institution may give to 
your family, if you qualify for need-based aid. 

● Most unis use the Davis Scholarship to help to meet a family’s full financial need (along 
with the university’s own $$$).

● If family can afford full cost of attendance, then don’t expect any Davis scholarship funding. 

● Depending on how many UWC Davis Scholars are enrolled at the university each year, the 
university will get varying levels of funding from the Davis Foundation. 

○ This should not matter to you very much since any financial aid you receive will depend on your 
family’s level of need, not on how much Davis Scholarship a university can give.

○ Arrangement is strictly between the university & Davis Foundation.



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

Application Plans

Deadline Decision Commitment

Early Action (EA) November Dec / Jan Non-binding

Restrictive / Single Choice EA November December Non-binding

Early Decision (ED) I November December Binding

Early Decision (ED) II January February Binding

Regular Decision (RD) January March Non-binding

Rolling Open Within weeks Non-binding



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

Can a student make multiple early applications in the US?

Early Decision Early Action
Restrictive Early 
Action

Early Decision
Yes! Must commit to 
ED school if accepted

NO

Early Action
Yes! Must commit to 
ED school if 
accepted

Can only apply EA 
at Public 
universities in US

Restrictive Early Action NO
Can only apply EA at 
Public universities in 
US



Destination Overview: UNITED STATES

Should your child apply ED / EA?

YES if they..

✅  have already researched universities extensively.

✅  have decided on a clear first-choice university (especially for ED / REA)

✅  have found a university that is a strong match for them.

✅  have found a university that meets 100% of demonstrated need if applying for

financial aid.

✅  have an academic and extracurricular profile that makes them competitive for admission to 
the university.

✅  are organized and can put together high-quality applications in time.



Destination Overview: CANADA

Why?

● High quality of life 
○ Considered to be one of the safest countries in the world
○ Big and beautiful! (mountains, city, beach) 

● “Friendly” immigration practices 
● Great co-op and internship opportunities 
● Relatively affordable tuition (compared to US) 
● Relatively simple application process

Application Process

● Based mostly on UWCD transcript - term grades & predicted IB grades. 
● Rec letters and essays not usually required. 
● For Ontario universities, apply through OUAC; otherwise, apply directly to each university.



Destination Overview: CANADA

General Deadlines

● January 15 
● Rolling

Costs & Scholarships

● Estimated Annual Total Budget (Tuition + Living):
○ Domestic Students: $20,000 – $30,000 CAD
○ International Students: $45,000 – $70,000+ CAD

● Usually, small one-time merit scholarships. A few full scholarships available, e.g. Pearson 
Scholarship at UToronto; ILOT at UBC.



Destination Overview: UNITED KINGDOM

Why?
● High quality academics / student life / housing / quality control 
● Transparency in admissions (minimum entry requirements clearly stated) 
● Direct entry to Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Vet Med 
● A lot of diversity among course choices

Application Process
● All done through the UCAS platform.

○ Student must connect their UCAS to to school ("centre") through buzzword. 
○ Student submits their part of the application to the school and then the school submits the full application (with 

reference and predicted grades) to UCAS by the deadline.

● Can apply to up to 5 courses.
○ Oxbridge: Can only pick one
○ Med / Vet Med / Dentistry: No more than four

● Application consists of predicted grades, one personal statement and one academic reference.
○ Some unis / courses will require an additional entrance exam. Students register for this on their own.

● Admission is strictly conditional, based on final IB results.



Destination Overview: UNITED KINGDOM
Entry Requirements
Minimum entry requirements are listed on the university’s website and on UCAS.

Note: Minimum entry requirements are different from the “standard offer”. Meeting the minimum does not guarantee admission.

Course University Entry Requirements

Philosophy, Politics & 
Economics

Oxford 39 (including core points) with 766 at HL + HL 
Math recommended + TARA + Interview

Chemical Engineering Cambridge 41-42 points, with 776 at Higher Level + HL Math 
+ HL Chem + HL Bio / Phys + ESAT + Interview

Medicine King’s College London 38 points overall OR HL Total 19 + HL Bio + HL 
Chem + UCAT + Interview

Law Durham 37 with 666 at HL + LNAT

International Relations St Andrews 36 with HL 6,5,5
Standard: 38 with HL 6,6,6



Destination Overview: UNITED KINGDOM

General Deadlines

● Oxford / Cambridge / Medicine / Vet. Med. / Dentistry: Oct 15 
● All Others: Jan 13

Costs & Scholarships

● Home Fees: £9,790/ yr + Living Expenses (£12,000 / yr; less outside of London) – based on 
residency 

● International Fees: £18,000 - £55,000 / yr + Living Expenses (Varies by course and uni) 
● Scholarships, often called Bursaries in the UK, are usually quite small. 
● There are a few major scholarships out there, though: e.g. UCL has 2 UWC Scholarships; St 

Andrews has a UWC Scholarship for American students. 
● Check university websites and British High Commission / Embassy for possible 

scholarships.



Destination Overview: NETHERLANDS

Why?

● Numerous offerings in English 
● Easy mobility + great student exchange opportunities across EU 
● University colleges offer a liberal arts education at low cost 
● Strong programs in business, social sciences, humanities, engineering 
● Big international student populations 
● Super low cost for EU citizens; Lower cost than other destinations for non-EU

Application Process

● Application through specific universities plus registration with Studielink. 
● Can apply to up to 4 programs at a time. 
● Based on term grades primarily. Selective programs require letter of motivation; rec letters; 

online test.



Destination Overview: NETHERLANDS

General Deadlines

● University Colleges (Scholarship Consideration): December 
● Selective Programs (Numerus Fixus): January 15 
● All Others: Varies (Feb to June)

Costs & Scholarships

● Tuition:
○ EU Passport Holder: €2,694 / year 
○ Non-EU: €9,000 - €17,500 / year 

● Living Costs: €1100+ / month 
● Accommodation is a challenge!
● Some scholarships available (but not plentiful and often not full)



University System Comparison

󰑔 USA 󰏅 UK 󰎟 Canada 󰎾 Europe

Degree Length 4 years 3 years; Scot - 4 
years

4 years 3 years

Pick your major 
upfront?

No - explore first Yes - apply to a 
subject

Yes & No - apply 
to a faculty & 
explore

Yes - specialized

Residential 
campus life?

Very strong Varies Strong Minimal

Independence 
Required

Moderate High Moderate Very high

Cost (Tuition/yr, 
approx)

USD 35-100k GBP 18-55k CAD 45-70k EUR 0-12k



Standardized Testing
● These include tests like the SAT & ACT.
● The IB is a standardised curriculum - and what students are doing day in day out usually 

matters more than a single Maths and English test, taken on one day.
● Since the pandemic, the majority of universities in the US have adopted a 'test-optional' 

policy.
● In the last two years, however, some leading universities have reverted to an admissions 

policy that requires a form of standardised testing.
● Some European universities (e.g. IE & Bocconi) require an entrance test and will accept the 

SAT to meet this requirement (they also have their own test).
● The SAT often takes quite a lot of prep work, and sometimes students take it multiple times 

in order to feel that their score best reflects their ability.
● Students may also be required to take an English proficiency test (e.g. TOEFL, IELTS or 

Duolingo English Test).
● Students are responsible for checking university websites for testing requirements.



Potential Cost of Applications
● Application Fees

○ US – Varies, could be $100+ per college; fee waiver may be available if there is financial need
○ UK – £28.95 for 5 choices
○ Canada – CAD 120-180 per uni; OUAC: CAD 156 for 3 programs + 50 per additional choice
○ NL – 100 Euros

● Financial Aid Application Fees
○ CSS Profile: $25 initially, $16 further institutions
○ Fee waiver may be available if there is need; reach out to college directly

● Standardised Testing Fees
○ SAT: $111 – fee waiver may be available for full scholarship students; reach out to counsellor
○ Sending SAT results to universities ($12 - $30 per university)
○ Duolingo English Test: $70 – fee waiver may be available; reach out to counsellor

● Visa Fees
○ US: SEVIS Fee - $350, Visa Fee- $185
○ UK: £558
○ Canada: CAD 235
○ Netherlands: EUR 210

● IB Diploma Legalisation Fee - $160-180



Gap Year

Why?

● Take a break after intensity of UWC
● Explore academic and/or extracurricular interests in-depth (or discover some!)
● Acquire new skills (e.g. learn a new language)
● Apply UWC values in the real world
● Take advantage of unique opportunities
● Get work experience
● Start a business
● Focus fully on UWC experience now, and then worry about universities later
● Universities appreciate gap year students! (if they’ve spent that time productively)



Gap Year

Possible Options

● Semester at Sea 
● Tilting Futures “Take Action Lab”
● Baret Scholars Program
● Internships across the UWC movement 
● Workaway 
● World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF)
● Flight School
● Erasmus+ Projects 
● Tap into personal / UWC network for internships and volunteer opportunities.
● Language courses
● Independent travel
● Anything well-planned and productive!



Gap Year

Applying to Universities

● Students should request Letters of Recommendation from Teachers at the same time as 
their peers applying as DP2s.

● Students on their gap year who require school documents to be sent to support their 
applications to universities must complete a form. At least 2 weeks before their Early 
applications, or by the 1st of December for documents to be sent in time to support their 
Regular applications. It is a UWCD graduate’s responsibility to keep track of their university 
application deadlines.



Appendix 1: Key Definitions
● Liberal Arts College: Liberal Arts is central principle of almost all US undergraduate 

programmes, including at Research Universities. Liberal Arts Colleges focus on 
undergraduate teaching. 

● Numerus Fixus: Selective courses at Dutch Universities. Students must undergo extra 
selection exam after submitting their application on January 15th. A student can apply to a 
max of 2 of these courses.

● Internal Deadline: Some university systems (notably, the UK) require school to send entire 
application, in these cases internal deadline is set so I have time to finalise application 
before sending it to universities.

● Reply and Deposit: Cannot double deposit in US. Some countries (i.e. Netherlands) more 
flexible.



Appendix 2: Key Definitions - Financial Aid
● Need Blind: Colleges that do not consider a student’s financial need when deciding 

whether to admit them or not.
● Need Aware: Colleges that consider how much a student’s family will be able to contribute 

to the cost of their education when deciding on whether to admit them or not.
● Davis School: One of 106 universities in the US where UWC graduates with financial need 

receive scholarship supported by philanthropist Shelby Davis.
● Demonstrated Need: The difference between what a university calculates an application’s 

family can afford to contribute to their education, and that university’s cost of attendance.
● Cost of Attendance: In the US, colleges list cost of attendance that includes housing, 

books, food, etc. In other countries, a university’s listed cost generally just includes tuition.
● Merit Scholarship: Scholarships offered separately to financial aid at some universities 

based on applicant’s ability.



THANK YOU!


