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COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION #3
JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL MODERNIZATION

Date: December 17, 2025
Location: Jefferson High School, Cafeteria
Design team: Bora, LEVER, PLACE, OSM, PPS
Participants: 25-30 community members 
Presentation Material: Boards (30” x 42”)
As the modernization of the new Jefferson High School (JHS) 
progresses, community input continues to play an important 
role in shaping the project.

Feedback from participants at December’s Community 
Information Session (CIS) covered a variety of topics including 
reactions to exterior renderings [LEVER]; site considerations, 
including the Crossblock [PLACE]; designs of entries and lobbies, 
and opportunities for cultural placemaking using environmental 
graphic design (EGD) [Bora]. Community input reflects a desire 
for spaces that foster Jeff pride, celebrate the school’s history, 
and create a welcoming environment for all.

Key Findings and Overall Feedback:
Exterior Renderings [LEVER]:

•	 Community members were really excited seeing the updated 
design through the new renderings and physical model. They felt 
the images were helping them to envision how the school will be 
fitting into the neighborhood.

•	 People were very enthusiastic with the elements of Jefferson 
Pride the design team has incorporated into the project. Blue tile 
at the entry and blue metal screens at the gym were noted as 
“Feeling very Jeff.” 

•	 There was interest in how the more ornate design elements of the 
original 1909 were being incorporated into the new design. People 
were excited seeing the physical sample of the ‘shaped brick’ that 
is inspired by these elements. 

•	 Community would like for the design team to continue exploring 
ways to add Jefferson identity to exterior, particularly along 
Killingsworth Street. 

Crossblock - Program and Placemaking [PLACE]:
•	 Future Jeff families and community members were curious and 

excited about the project updates, with positive response for 
carrying through elements from the old building into the new Jeff, 
like the legacy steps south of the gym, as an echo of the old steps.

•	 Rain protection: Extend building rooflines along street frontages 
for neighbors and students as they navigate the superblock; in the 
same vein, rain protection/cover at the grandstands is desired.

•	 Hoping for neighborhood pedestrian “porosity” between Kerby Ave 
and Commercial particularly at the Crossblock.

•	 Improve visibility and safety along the school boundaries, while 
maintaining an inviting and non-oppressive character (for fence 
types); address climbing risks for fences.

•	 Reviewed Athletic fields with coaching staff member about 
specific athletics programs in the main field, suggested to avoid 
broadleaf trees near the track to minimize surface damage and 
slip hazard from moss and leaves.

•	 Opportunities to extend cultural placemaking to outdoor concrete 

Corner of Killingsworth Street and Kerby Avenue [LEVER]

Main Lobby with a view into the Commons [Bora]

Crossblock - Program and Placemaking [PLACE]

Community members and participants in attendance at CIS #3

SUMMARY DOCUMENT

Throughout the phases of the modernization project, 
the team is taking spatial design implications under 
consideration and developing solutions which best 

address community input. The team will continue to 
share how feedback from the Jeff community is being 

incorporated into the project.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LocrefwuzIFWZFtFy0OlS_jTqKenSOoA/view?usp=drive_link
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elements (names, mottos, etc.), as well as in the perforated panel 
fence at the Teen Parent Center play area.

Entries, Lobbies, and EGD [Bora]:
•	 The community used JHS stickers to affirm design elements that 

“Feel like Jeff,” which include large slogans on the walls; incorporating 
creative expression by students in the public spaces of the School; 
highlighting current and past athletic achievements of the Demos 
(e.g. displays of sports memorabilia).

•	 The Commons: community is approving of the overall design 
“Looks bright and airy!” They appreciate the stage and providing 
opportunities for student performance such as poetry slam events, 
dances. Excited to be able to use a large screen.

•	 They envision that the Commons will be a place for collaboration and 
brainstorming, as well as pep rallies and celebrating students.

•	 Generally, they want to see more and bolder colors in the design, 
and specifically they want to see the use “School of Champions” 
incorporated into the EGD.

Appendix
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NOTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

• Create a prominent main entry 
• See interior activity and school colors from the exterior 
• Material & Color: Culturally affirming, bold, welcoming
• Celebrating Jeff’s diverse heritage

• Incorporate patterns similar to the existing building 
• Use Brick: There was an overall appreciation for the detail 

and brickwork on the 1909
• Use contemporary references of the 1909 Building  
• Balance safety and public access on the site

• Create a welcoming building that reflects the architectural 
heritage of Jefferson

• The New Building should look like a High School. Distinguish 
itself from PCC, but still look civic

• Cultural placemaking and landscape elements should reflect 
the Jefferson community

CDW #4

CDW #2

CDW #1

Strong Texture 
and Color 

References to 
Existing Jeff

Material change between Facades
Brick on Primary Facades

Texture change between Facades
Reference Patterns on 1909

Color Change Between Facades
Neutral Colors

APPROACH 1

Some Texture and 
Color References 

To Existing Jeff

APPROACH 2

No Material 
References to 
Existing Jeff

APPROACH 3

Existing Jefferson
Color, Pattern, Material

New Jefferson
Color, Pattern, Material
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KILLINGSWORTH STREET / ARTS

Dance Studios

Corner of Killingsworth and Kerby

North Portland Library and Dance Studios Media Center
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KERBY ENTRY / ACADEMICS

Kerby Avenue

Kerby Avenue

Killingsworth Court Main Entry
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FIELDS / ATHLETICS

Track and Field + Gym

Track and Field + Gym

Crossblock Crossblock
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NOTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

• Create a prominent main entry 
• See interior activity and school colors from the exterior 
• Material & Color: Culturally affirming, bold, welcoming
• Celebrating Jeff’s diverse heritage

• Incorporate patterns similar to the existing building 
• Use Brick: There was an overall appreciation for the detail 

and brickwork on the 1909
• Use contemporary references of the 1909 Building  
• Balance safety and public access on the site

• Create a welcoming building that reflects the architectural 
heritage of Jefferson

• The New Building should look like a High School. Distinguish 
itself from PCC, but still look civic

• Cultural placemaking and landscape elements should reflect 
the Jefferson community

CDW #4

CDW #2

CDW #1

Strong Texture 
and Color 

References to 
Existing Jeff

Material change between Facades
Brick on Primary Facades

Texture change between Facades
Reference Patterns on 1909

Color Change Between Facades
Neutral Colors

APPROACH 1

Some Texture and 
Color References 

To Existing Jeff

APPROACH 2

No Material 
References to 
Existing Jeff

APPROACH 3

Existing Jefferson
Color, Pattern, Material

New Jefferson
Color, Pattern, Material

KILLINGSWORTH STREET / ARTS

Dance Studios

Corner of Killingsworth and Kerby

North Portland Library and Dance Studios Media Center

KERBY ENTRY / ACADEMICS

Kerby Avenue

Kerby Avenue

Killingsworth Court Main Entry

FIELDS / ATHLETICS

Track and Field + Gym

Track and Field + Gym

Crossblock Crossblock
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Sticky Notes Text - on presentation boards

Bora
•	 How do you add texture to the spaces?
•	 I see pep rallies forming. Grad walks as a meeting place for family/friends to celebrate students.
•	 Saving tiles, gym fragments, lost spaces, collage/quilt - old things
•	 Small dance studio for small dance classes, i.e. tap or hip hop
•	 More color!!!
•	 Design looks very bright and airy!
•	 We will use this stage! Excited about the screen
•	 Love the murals and “Demos I Say”
•	 I envision this being a space where creative expression will be on display. Poetry slam events. JHS dances/

performances.
•	 I see this as a space to collaborate and brainstorm
•	 AQI monitors at classroom levels
•	 Love this wall
•	 I see this being a space where still images of pride is being displayed. Historical images!
•	 Bolder colors?
•	 School of Champions
•	 Ask Jennifer Dunlah - we need a quilt wall by Jeff students

LEVER
•	 Put this on the outside again (gym)
•	 More colors and designs!!
•	 Blue needs to pop. Can we add gold?
•	 Whatever you do, don’t get ride of this! Favorite part!

PLACE
•	 Cover the grandstands (Rain protect.)
•	 Extend roofline
•	 Names, slogans on concrete
•	 Maybe consider Evergreen trees near track. Algae rain! slippery
•	 Skateable features for teen skateboarders? students?
•	 Throw athletics? Jav. Hammer. Discus. Field hockey?
•	 Safety: sight lines, hidey-holes :(
•	 Make more “neighborhood” ... too office building
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