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Sehome Numeric Program

Goal: Target 175,631 SF

Where are we: 193,311 SF

 Delta = 17,488 SF

How did we get here?

 Started with a 1200 student comprehensive high school based on previous experience.

 Met with staff and reviewed each individual department in detail and recorded all components requested.

 Compared staff requests with district goals and made adjustments.

Discuss and review in detail the adjustments made and identify challenges / opportunities.  Identify the areas that we have wrestled with and explain why.  See the blue highlights 

in the spreadsheet.

Challenges:

 Converting from a 1965 California Style Campus to a modern building with healthy HVAC systems, an energy efficient building envelope, a safe facility with interior 

circulation and central points of access – all of these things add square footage but are not educational space.

 Programs are growing from what is currently being housed:

o CTE is growing and an additional 2 classrooms are being added.

o GRADS program is expanding and being identified as a teaching environment.

o Physical Therapy program / Athletic Training Program is starting up and needs space.

o Culinary Arts Program is intended to be brought on site.

 Theater seating requirement is increased from 200 to 400 seats.

 Several individual offices were requested by staff but the programs are envisioned to be run differently.

 Science Classroom requirements increase with new state requirements – increasing classroom demand by 1+

Opportunities:

 One to One devices is bringing space efficiencies by eliminating computer labs as breakout spaces.

 The spatial needs of the library are reduced substantially, 15,000 volumes to 4 or 5,000.

 Life Skills will transition from a centralized program at Sehome to being distributed between all of the high schools.

 Culinary Arts Program is envisioned to be on the campus but adjacent to the Central Kitchen.

Where do we go from here?

 Consider the common planning spaces – this allows flexibility for teaching and increasing student occupancy without physical improvements – part of the future proofing of 

the school.

 Consider the Extended Learning Areas – these spaces give teachers flexibility and provide more visibility to classroom activities – part of the future proofing of the school.

 District can work at the executive level to address funding opportunities to increase the project budget.

 What are other opportunities?

Open up for clarifying questions.

Define the “Focused Question”:  How do we get from 193,111SF to the project goal of 175,623 SF

Break into groups lead by Ron and Steve to wrestle with the challenge.







What we gathered from the 
pros and cons:
• The school will take 

advantage of views and 
daylight

• Community presence
• Site security – central 

entrance
• Public / Private separation
• P.E. access to fields
• Commons central to 

campus (HUB)
• Connection to the 

outdoors
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What’s missing?

• Site topography
• Phasing
• Site security – central entrance
• Full site supervision
• Views/orientation
• Field Isolation
• View from central hub
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We are designing spaces for a 

generation that hasn’t entered 

Kindergarten, to prepare them 

for careers that haven’t been 

created, ensuring they have the 

skill to use tools that are yet to 

be developed. 

The Next Big Thing Isn’t For Us









What are the characteristics of a successful 

extended learning area? What did we hear?

PROXIMITY

SPACE FOR DISPLAY

TRANSPARENCY
FLEXIBLE

OPEN

ACOUSTICS

TECHNOLOGY

MULTIFUNCTIONAL

INVITING

ADJACENT TO CIRCULATION







FIRST FLOOR 

SECOND FLOOR 



THIRD FLOOR 

ISOMETRIC





Additional Items addressed:

• Bus drop off access and street improvements

• Future portables

• Definition of outdoor classrooms

• Softball/soccer

• Bike racks

• Central Kitchen
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Next Steps

• Work towards a 

recommendation to the 

Superintendent

• Thank you!


