
 
 

 
 

May 2026 

Dear 4th Grade Parents and Rising 4th Graders,​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

Welcome to 4th grade at St. Mark’s! Summer is a wonderful time to read and write and strengthen your 

foundational math skills. Rising 4th graders read independently and fluently to gain new information. As writers, 

they independently compose multiple paragraphs about a topic using correct grammar and punctuation. In 

math, entering 4th graders are fluent in their multiplication facts up to 12, subtract and add multi-digit numbers, 

and solve multi-step number stories. We are excited to build on these skills next year and encourage you to use 

the following summer activities to stay familiar.  

Each student is asked to read at least 2 books this summer:  

1.​ 1 graphic novel or chapter book from the Texas Bluebonnet Award List and HAISLN list  

2.​ 1 book from the following options for an in-class book study:  

●​ Frizzy by Claribel Ortega, 2022. This charming coming-of-age tale follows Marlene’s journey of 

self-acceptance and confidence as she learns to celebrate her naturally curly hair.  

●​ Saving Sorya: Chang and the Sun Bear by Trang Nguyen and Jeet Zdung, 2021. This graphic 

novel is based on the true story of a young girl who becomes a conservationist and returns a sun 

bear back into the wild.  

​
Your child may choose any spiral notebook to serve as their St. Mark’s summer journal. The journal should 

be divided into 3 parts:  

●​ Part 1 — Summer Reading: Make a list of the books you read over the summer. Choose 1 response to 

share about 2 books you read: write about your favorite parts, write a new ending to the book, short 

summary, or why you would or would not recommend the book.   

●​ Part 2 – My Summer: Write, illustrate, or use photos to share your summer adventures! 

●​ Part 3 – I Wish My Teacher Knew…Take some time to tell your 4th grade teachers the important things 

about you. What are you most excited about? Do you have any questions for us? What is your favorite 

subject? Is there anything else you wish we knew?  

 

For math, we ask all students to practice their math facts frequently. The Unit 9 workbook for Imagine Math will 

be sent home with the students. We encourage students to spend a few minutes each week completing these 

pages. Doing these activities will help solidify the concepts our 4th graders have learned this school year. Please 

note there is not a requirement to work on math daily. See below for some additional resources.   

-​ Sheppard Software  

-​ Khan Academy  

-​ Math Printable Sheets for practice (linked is a variety of problems and activities) 

 

When we return to school, bring your reading and writing journal. Feel free to bring any completed math work as 

well. We look forward to seeing you this August. Until then, have a delightful summer! 

 

Warmly,  

Your 4th Grade Team 

https://txla.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/TBA-2026-27-Book-List.pdf
https://www.haisln.org/_files/ugd/eb1617_889822050806439589d64f90d8c784b8.pdf
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sIeD6BdpEQOuKXrasMirSjf878De3LRA/view?usp=sharing

