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Persistence and Positive Thinking are  
Keys to Success 
 
“Nothing in the world will take the place of persistence.  Talent will not; nothing is more 
common than the unsuccessful person with talent.  Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost 
a proverb.  Education will not; the world is full of education derelicts.  Persistence and 
determination alone are omnipotent.  The slogan “press on” has solved and always will solve the 
problems of the human race. “- Calvin Coolidge  
 
Things don’t always happen the way we expect. Situations and circumstances may change 
suddenly. Some situations may leave you wondering, “What just happened? Why am I going 
through this?” Our natural inclination is to develop a “victim” mentality, have a pity party, or 
suddenly play the blame game.  These thoughts can add stress and frustration to your life.  As a 
result, you may become bitter and negative.  This is dangerous because you can’t live a positive 
life with negative thoughts. 
 
Regardless of what happens in life or in your circumstances, despondency isn’t the answer.  You 
must override the temptation to quit, lose hope, or be discouraged.  Instead, focus on your vision, 
your purpose, and your passion.  If you focus on your misfortune, you will miss the provision 
that will convert the problem into an opportunity.  Remember, your mind is the control tower.  
Do you really believe in your dream?  Is your will reflected in your words and actions? 
  
It is important that you don’t let flaws, mistakes, or misfortune cancel your destiny or steal your 
dream.  Override negative voices with hope, faith, and persistence.  During times of adversity, 
you must use intelligent ignorance, which is the infinite ability to not know what can’t be done.  
It is also imperative to remember that other people don’t have to believe in your dream in order 



for it to become a reality.  The following examples illustrate achievers who used the P.U.S.H. 
principle, which allowed them to Persist Until Success Happened: 

·         Abraham Lincoln went to war a captain and returned a private.  Afterwards, he was a 
failure as a businessman. As a lawyer in Springfield, he was too impractical and temperamental 
to be a success. He turned to politics and was defeated in his first try for the legislature, again 
defeated in his first attempt to be nominated for congress, defeated in his application to be 
commissioner of the General Land Office, defeated in the senatorial election of 1854, defeated in 
his efforts for the vice-presidency in 1856, and defeated in the senatorial election of 1858. At 
about that time, he wrote in a letter to a friend, "I am now the most miserable man living.  If 
what I feel were equally distributed to the whole human family, there would not be one cheerful 
face on the earth." 

·         Winston Churchill repeated a grade during elementary school, and when he entered Harrow 
School, was placed in the lowest division of the lowest class.  Later, he twice failed the entrance 
exam to the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. He was defeated in his first effort to serve in 
Parliament, but rose to serve as Prime Minister at the age of 62.  He later wrote, "Never give in, 
never give in, never, never, never - in nothing, great or small, large or petty - never give in except 
to convictions of honor and good sense.” 

·         Sigmund Freud was booed from the podium when he first presented his ideas to the 
scientific community of Europe.  He returned to his office and kept on writing. 

·         Thomas Edison's teachers said he was "too stupid to learn anything." He was fired from his 
first two jobs for being "non-productive."  As an inventor, Edison made 1,000 unsuccessful 
attempts at inventing the light bulb.  When a reporter asked, "How did it feel to fail 1,000 
times?"  Edison replied, "I didn’t fail 1,000 times.  The light bulb was an invention with 1,000 
steps." 

·         Albert Einstein did not speak until he was 4-years-old and did not read until he was 7.  His 
parents thought he was "sub-normal," and one of his teachers described him as "mentally slow, 
unsociable, and adrift forever in foolish dreams."  He was expelled from school and was refused 
admittance to the Zurich Polytechnic School.  He did eventually learn to speak and read -- even 
to do a little math. 

·         Henry Ford failed and went broke five times before he succeeded. 

·         Michael Jordan "I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career.  I've lost almost 300 
games; 26 times I've been trusted to take the game winning shot ... and missed.   I've failed over 
and over and over again in my life.  That is why I succeed." 



·         Babe Ruth is famous for his past home run record, but for decades he also held the record 
for strikeouts.  He hit 714 home runs and struck out 1,330 times in his career (about which he 
said, "Every strike brings me closer to the next home run"). 

-The highlights referenced above were taken from www.uky.edu 
  
Many of the people we admire and respect have faced tough challenges, and they persevered 
until success happened.  What would the world be like if civil rights leaders Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Nelson Mandela had given up?  What entertainment careers would 
African Americans pursue if Barry Gordy hadn’t created Motown?  What sports programs would 
exist for African Americans today if athletes like Jackie Robinson, Althea Gibson, Michael 
Jordan or Venus and Serena Williams had quit before their prime? How do you know that a child 
10 or 20 years from now won’t benefit from the positive actions you take today? You certainly 
won’t know if you quit.  
 
You haven’t reached your limits!  How you confront your obstacles will determine how your 
story will end.  Forsake your comfort zone to attain your destiny.  Excellence requires 
discomfort.  Reset, reboot, and go to the next level.  When you are closest to your victory, things 
get harder.  Quitting isn’t an option, so put on your armor, stand strong, cry if you must, but press 
on! 
 
Yours in Service, 

Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent 
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