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Perception...

Former CIA operative Andrew Bustamante says, “perception is defined as a subjective, learned skill rather
than objective reality”.

Welcome back to school for the summer term! It is wonderful to see everyone back together, ready for a fresh
start filled with energy, purpose and opportunity. Today, in assembly, we reflected on perception: what we
see and believe versus what is real. There are many examples of successful people: Oprah Winfrey, Albert
Einstein, Michael Jordan and Steven Spielberg to name just a few. These highly successful, world-renowned
people have risen to the top. It is obvious to all. The perception is that they are extremely talented, lucky, and
that life has worked in their favour. Yet, for each of them there is a reality behind the story.

These successful individuals faced setbacks, even when they were young. Albert Einstein struggled in school
and was once thought to lack potential. Michael Jordan was famously cut from his high school basketball
team. Oprah Winfrey was dismissed from her first television job for not being ‘fit for TV’. Steven Spielberg,
whose films have earned billions and multiple Academy Awards, was rejected twice by the University of
Southern California’s School of Cinematic Arts.

So what turned these ‘failures’ into such successful people? Hard work, not just as effort, but as perseverance,
resilience, and the courage to grow through failure. Each of them used failure, not as a stopping point, but as
motivation to work harder, improve, and succeed.

Hard work is often misunderstood as effort. In reality, it is about a mental approach to physically learning
when things go wrong.

At school, our values of courage, respect, kindness, and responsibility, guide us through these moments. It
takes courage to try again after setbacks, responsibility to keep putting in effort, and respect for ourselves to
believe we can improve. Hard work grows strongest when we refuse to give up. But it cannot flourish without
challenge and setbacks.

The summer term offers a brilliant opportunity to put this into practice. Whether you are tackling a tricky
subject, learning a new skill, or pushing yourself in sport or the arts, remember that mistakes are part of
progress. Every challenge is an opportunity to grow stronger.

Best wishes,

Ll

Tom Rainer



Welcome back everyone — it is
so lovely to see all the pupils
and staff back in school! 1t is
wonderful to start the term in
such bright sunshine, enjoying
our beautiful grounds.

Wishing everyone a happy and
successful Trinity term.

Summer Uniform
in Trinity Term

Following the transition earlier this year, we kindly ask that the new striped dresses
are worn from this term — gingham dresses should no longer be worn or purchased.
Please also ensure children wear black school shoes. This will help maintain the smart
appearance of all pupils and the school as a whole.

All uniform items can be purchased from Global Uniform. Hayley has a selection of samples
available at Reception, or you are welcome to visit their shop in Cwmbran, where staff will be
happy to assist with sizing. Deliveries are made to the school every Wednesday during term time,

and items can also be exchanged if the size is not quite right.

Early Years’ Summer Uniform
Kindergarten & Reception

o Blue striped dress / Navy shorts
Navy polo
Navy school jumper
White/navy socks (white with dress /
navy with shorts)
Black shoes

Prep School Summer Uniform
Year3-6

Blue striped dress/navy shorts

White shirt (short or long sleeved)
Navy school jumper

White/navy socks (white with dress /
navy with shorts)

Black shoes

School blazer

KS1 Summer Uniform
Year1-2

Blue striped dress / Navy shorts
White shirt (short or long sleeved)
Navy school jumper

White/navy socks (white with dress /
navy with shorts)

Black shoes

School blazer

Senior Prep Summer Uniform
Year7-8

Blue skirts/navy shorts

Light blue shirts/blouses (short or
long sleeved)

Navy school jumper

White/navy socks (white with skirts /
navy with shorts)

Black shoes

School blazer



https://www.globaluniform.co.uk/

Games Kit and Matches —
Summer Term Update

As we move into the summer term and cricket season, please can we remind families of the
required kit for Games lessons and fixtures.

Sports kits with school logo can be ordered from Kukri. Hayley has a selection of samples
available at Reception.

Games lesson kit (all pupils)

» White polo top

» Navy shorts or skort
o White socks

e Full school tracksuit

Hardball cricket matches

» White polo top
 Navy tracksuit bottoms
o Full tracksuit for arrival and departure

Softball cricket matches

« Shorts or skort (tracksuit may be worn
if the weather is cooler)

All pupils will also need

* A navy school hat (available to purchase
from Global Uniform)

» A water bottle

« Sunscreen applied before school

If your child is playing in an away match, they may come into school in their Games kit, but
must arrive in their full tracksuit. If the weather becomes extremely hot, we will adapt
expectations accordingly.

Team sheets will continue to be sent via Evolve. Please remember to reply to the email with your
child’s after-match arrangements.

School Clubs in Trinity Term

Every term, our teachers run a range of school clubs during break times and after lessons as part
of our wraparound care and wider school day. There are no additional costs for these clubs.

We also offer a small number of external clubs (such as Rugby Tots, gymnastics or ballet), which
are run by external providers and must be booked and paid for separately with them.

Today, all parents received an email from Lisa Duncan with a LINK to book clubs for next term.
Please take a look at the list and sign up if your child is interested.



https://www.kukrisports.co.uk/teamshop/deanclose-stjohns/productNavListNg.action
https://www.globaluniform.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGY-l1gHaSuJTVlL_Bzz9yZHIZDVkVZCBe28bCUmOSfeVD_A/viewform

Senior Pupils in South Africa

A group of ten Year 7 and 8 pupils travelled to South Africa over the holidays and have been having an
incredible experience! So far, they have explored the sights of Cape Town, Somerset West, and East
London.

The group has been staying at Areena, where they have enjoyed three unforgettable game drives. Highlights
include witnessing a dramatic encounter between two lionesses and a lion, spotting rhinos in the wild, and
even feeding Abby the giraffe!

We look forward to welcoming them back to school soon and hearing all about their experiences, and will
keep you updated.
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On 22nd April, we celebrated World Earth Day
across the whole school, from Pre-Prep to Prep.
Pupils took part in a range of activities, learning
about our planet and how we can help care for it.
They explored ways to support the environment,
discussed different types of renewable energy and
recycling, and reflected on how small changes can
make a big difference. We also created a variety of
artwork to express our thoughts and ideas.

Mrs Hapke and Claude
in Bordeaux

Our Head of Languages, Mrs Hapke, has sent this lovely photo of her
teddy, Claude, pictured in Bordeaux with the Lord Mayor of Bristol and
the Deputy Lord Mayor of Bordeaux.

Claude accompanied Mrs Hapke during an official visit with the Bristol
delegation, where she met members of the twinning association in
Bordeaux as well as the Mayor.

St John’s stall at
Chepstow market this Sunday

We will be at Chepstow Market this Sunday (26th April)! If
you are in the town and visiting the market, please do stop
by and say hello — Mr Rainer will be delighted to see you.
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YEARS 3-8 i ALL WELCOME!
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WHILE PARENTS ENJOY THE SPARKLE SOIREE WITH FOSJ,
CHILDREN HAVE A FUN NIGHT IN THE BOARDING HOUSE!

Mrs Emily Richardson, Head of Boarding
richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk
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Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Trinity Term 2026 on the school website. To
help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the announced
calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026-27 are published on the website:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

UPCOMING EVENTS

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Cricket vs Collegiate

th 2
Saturday 257 April (Foundation Fixtures) (Venues TBC)

U13 & U12 Girls’ Tennis vs Cheltenham Ladies
College (H) (Foundation Fixtures)

Monday 27" April

(Prep Week 2) Year 7 & 8 Exchange in South Africa

Under 11 Tennis Match vs Tockington (A)

Tuesday 28" April LAMDA Showcase

U9 — U13 Cricket vs Clifton College

29™ April
Wednesday 297 Apri (Foundation Fixtures) (Venues TBC)

Thursday 30" April

Friday 1°* May

\

UT1 A, B & C Cricket vs Llandaff (H)

Year 7 & 8 SA Exchange Returns

Pre-Prep ‘Space’ WOW Day

\



https://deanclose-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/richardsonp_deanclosestjohns_org_uk/IQAXQ3krY-MESpFlrF6V6mZVAagv_a9Hab9M9RJaI6HlBsA?rtime=NUhl2O2h3kg
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

Monday 4™ May
(Prep Week 1)

Dean Close Commemoration of
Benefactors Service
(Dean Close School Chapel)

Tuesday 5™ May

Celebration of Foundation Music
(Dean Close Prep Centenary Hall)

18:30

U10 — U13 Cricket vs Bromsgrove
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

Wednesday 6" May

U10 & U11 Cricket vs Tockington
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

14:00

UT1 & U13 Girl’s ‘Super 8’s’ Cricket

12:
00 at The Downs, Wraxall

Thursday 7" May

13:009.30 Kidscape ‘ZAP’ Anti-Bullying Workshop

1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Cricket vs Cheltenham College
(venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

Boarding ‘Night in’

FOS] ‘Sparkle Soiree’ at Mounton Brook Lodge

Saturday 9" May

17:00

Have %}ﬂmf weeckend!
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https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/
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