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Play to Win 
 
In life, just as in the game of basketball, we don’t set out to finish last or even finish second. Our 
innate desire is to always finish first; to do our best; to play to win. Are we perfect? No. Do we 
strive for perfection?  Yes. We must seek out those qualities and traits that can move us as close 
to perfection as possible in the way that we approach our daily responsibilities. Each of us has a 
role and a purpose to fulfill in both our personal and professional lives. From the professional 
standpoint, we can each make a strong, positive impact on the young lives that we have been 
blessed to educate. We must plan to win, prepare to win, and expect to win.  

Planning to win requires a process for continuous improvement.    
  

PROCESS FOR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 

 



EXPECT EXCELLENCE 
The difference between successful people and unsuccessful people is not a lack of intellect, 
knowledge, or skill.  It’s a lack of will and commitment!  Lack of will power and commitment 
has caused much more failure than lack of intellect, knowledge, or skill.  Consider this brilliant 
quote by Dr. Myles Munroe: 

  

"The wealthiest places in the world are not the gold mines of South America or the oil fields of 
Iraq or Iran. They’re not the diamond mines of South Africa or the banks of the world. The 
wealthiest place on the planet is just down the road.  It is the cemetery. There lie buried, 
companies that were never started, inventions that were never made, best-selling books that were 
never written and masterpieces that were never painted. 
  
In the cemetery is buried the greatest treasure of untapped potential. 
  
There is a treasure within you that must come out. It is your potential. Don’t go to the grave with 
your treasure still within YOU."  Also and very importantly, don’t go to the grave without 
accomplishing your goals!  You can be a winner if you live by the blueprint. 

  

A WINNER’S BLUEPRINT FOR ACHIEVEMENT  
By William Arthur Ward 

 

Believe while others are doubting. 

Plan while others are playing. 

Study while others are sleeping. 

Decide while others are delaying. 

Prepare while others are daydreaming. 

Begin while others are procrastinating. 

Work while others are wishing. 

Save while others are wasting. 

Listen while others are talking. 

Smile while others are pouting. 

Commend while others are criticizing. 

Persist while others are quitting.  



I believe that you want to lead our students to high academic achievement.  Our students and 
their parents want high academic success too!  In order to reach this goal, we must pursue 
excellence with purpose, passion, and power.  Champions are made from something inside of 
them: 1) a strong desire to win; 2) a dream; 3) a vision; 4) passion; and 5) a strong will.  They 
persevere until success happens (PUSH).  A champion’s will is typically stronger than their skill.  
Remember, anything that you can conceive and ardently believe, you can achieve!  Most 
importantly, you can’t consistently perform in a manner that is inconsistent with the way you see 
yourself! 

Yours in Service, 

  

Arthur R. Culver, Superintendent   

 


