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You Need a Vision 
 
You know who you are, what you are, and where you are today.  Do you know what you want to 
become and how you are going to get there?  Organize everything in your life around your 
vision. – Arthur Culver  

 

What is your vision? 

Helen Keller said, “ The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision.”  

What is it that keeps you up at night--that thought that makes you light up and fills you 
with joy when you think about its possibility? If you are at the point where you are 
thinking of nothing else, then why haven’t you done it?  More than likely, it’s not because 
you lack the skill, but the will. To make anything you want a reality, you must first have a 
vision. 

One definition from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines vision as: something that 
you imagine; a picture that you see in your mind. Sometimes we get so bogged down in 
the day-to-day responsibilities of life that we forget to take the time to assess who we 
are, where we are going and how we are going, to get there. 

Having a vision keeps you focused on what is most important to you. Your vision is your 
constant reminder and motivator. Having a vision is important because it gives you 
purpose, passion and power!  It gives meaning and understanding to your goals, 
priorities, and how you spend your time.  When you know your purpose, you can 
develop a vision and corresponding goals.  Align yourself with people who can help you 
develop and execute a strategy to make your vision a reality. If you don’t have a vision, 
it’s never too late to start developing one. Companies tout their mission, vision and 
value statements all the time. If the owners and executives of a company feel that 
having a vision is important to the company’s success, shouldn’t you have a vision for 
your life as well? 



Once you have a strong vision, life is simplified.  Write down your vision for your 
personal and professional life.  I hope the vision for your professional life includes 
preparing our students for the workforce, college, and for a career.  Next, devise a 
written course of action to ensure success. Include goals, objectives, activities, 
timelines, and measures of success.  Monitor your written plans, and make adjustments 
as necessary.  You have to be relentless in your quest to convert your vision into a 
reality. 

You have to visualize victory before you can attain it.  You must experience success in 
your mind and spirit before it is manifested physically or in the “natural.”  You are what 
you are and where you are because of what has taken place in your mind. You can 
change what you are and where you are by simply changing what is happening in your 
mind!  Aspirations, dreams, and goals that you can strongly conceive in your mind and 
ardently believe you can achieve. 

Remember to actually see yourself doing it - hence the term “vision.” Learn from 
people who may have achieved a similar vision. You may need to shadow people, take 
an internship or even volunteer to acquire other skills in order to fulfill your dream. 
Develop intelligent ignorance, which is the infinite ability to not know what can’t be done.  
As you experience frustrations and setbacks along the way, remember they are 
teachers not undertakers, detours not dead-end streets, and stepping-stones not 
stopping stones!  You will need the eyes of faith, the heart of courage, and the wisdom 
of instincts to make your dreams become a reality!  Consider the following poem as you 
embark upon your vision journey: 
 

The Enemy Inside​
There’s an enemy out to get you;​
he’ll destroy you if he can.​
His name is Lack of Confidence​
and he’s lurking in every man.​
Whenever you face a challenge,​
he will whisper in your ear​
And tell you all the risks involved​
and the things that you should fear.​
But there’s one sure way to defeat him;​
it’s to constantly say ‘I can!’​
To know in your heart, from the very start,​
you’re equal to any man.​
Then you venture when others are timid,​
see hope when others despair.​
You rely on yourself, you don’t give up,​
you fight hard and long and fair.​
You don’t spend time complaining​



about luck – how it passed you by.​
And you don’t make any excuses​
for the times that you just didn’t try.​
This positive way of thinking gives a key​
that will set you free;​
While the mass of men stand idly by,​
your dreams are realities.​
      (Ivan Fitzwater) 
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