
Welcome,  Parents, 
t o Ar ds l ey Middl e 

school !



Who’s Who?
Lisa Zimbaldi - 5th Grade Counselor

Jennifer Ahn - Grade Level Coordinator
Jennifer Goldenberg - Assistant Principal

Stuart Horlacher - Principal



Middle School
✘ Major transitions
✘ Elementary learners to secondary learners
✘ Anxious



Their first day     
✘ Meet their homeroom teacher 
✘ Assigned a locker
✘ Tour of AMS
✘ Schedule

1.



Their first few weeks/1st Quarter
✘ Community building 
✘ Navigating Google Classroom 
✘ Using the Portal
✘ How to study
✘ How to organize 
✘ Using their Chromebooks
✘ Using online instructional tools
✘ P/F



Schedule
1. 7:45 - 8:28 Academic
2. 8:31 - 9:14 Academic
3. 9:17 - 10:00 Specials
4. 10:03 - 10:46 Academic
5. 10:49 - 11:32 Lunch
6. 11:35 - 12:18 Specials
7. 12:21 - 1:04 Academic
8. 1:07 - 1:49 Academic
9. 1:53 - 2:35 ICS/Seminar



Schedule



Academics
✘ Rea ding
✘ Writ ing
✘ Ma thema t ics
✘ Socia l Studies
✘ Science

Courses Completed by the End of the Year

Specials and Seminars

✘ Music
✘ PLTW
✘ World Language Survey
✘ Computer Science
✘ Guidance

✘ PE
✘ Art
✘ FACS
✘ Health
✘ PE Seminar



Place your screenshot here

✘ Esta blish rela t ionship with 
cla ssroom tea chers

✘ Counselor
✘ Open Porta l

Home - School Communication



After - School  Act ivit ies
Audio- Visual Club
Book Club
Chamber Orchestra
Debate Club
Jazz Band
Junior Chef
Youth to Youth
Gaming Club

Animal Lover’s Club
Panther’s Paw
Library Time
AMS Singers
Math Competitions
Musical Production
World Culture Club
Math Enrichment 

Panther Spirit
The Outcast
Student Council
Troubadours
Yearbook
Hiking Club
History Club
Mindfulness Club



Throughout the Year
✘ Random Acts of Kindness Week
✘ Monthly SEL and character development
✘ Red Ribbon Week
✘ Spirit Week(s)
✘ Wellness Week
✘ Concerts
✘ Speakers
✘ Activity nights
✘ Sports Night
✘ Grade- level experience



Guida nce
❖ Lisa Zimbaldi



STUDENTS
✘ Transition: School Counselors & 5th grade 

ambassadors will visit 4th grade classes on 

5/15 & 5/18 

X          Guidance course in grade 5 & 6
○ Unit s: decision ma king, communica t ion, 

st ress/ a nxiety/ a nger (coping st ra t egies) 
cyber/online sa fety, hea lt hy choices, 
friendships, st udy skills, self- est eem 
tolera nce/diversity, a nd empa thy/kindness

✘ RAK Week
✘ Lunch bunch groups
✘ Get to know you ~ int erviews with counselors 

t hroughout  t he yea r 
✘ Individua l & sma ll group counseling
✘ Lunch/ recess support  & rela t ionship building
✘ Study skills a nd orga niza t iona l support  a s needed
✘ Conflict  resolut ion a nd peer media t ion a s needed
✘ Crea t ing connect ions

Guidance  
PARENTS
✘ Open line of communication and collaboration 

to support student success 
✘ Problem solve together through challenge 

(while also sharing successes!)
✘ Resource to share ideas and brainstorm
✘ Bridge to teachers as needed
✘ Parent/teacher meetings as appropriate
✘ New student (& family) transitional supports 
✘ 4 to 5 Transition support
✘ Assist with community outreach and resources
✘ Coffee with counselors 
✘ Counselors are on the journey with you. It will 

be exciting and at times feel like you are on a 
roller coaster … but you are not alone



Getting Ready!

✘ 5th grade social (Sept 1 …  11:30- 12:30)
✘ Tour the building

○ Aug 18,19 … 10:00 - 2:00
○ Aug 24 … 8:00 - 9:30

✘ Pra ct ice the lock
✘ Print  schedule
✘ All 5th gra ders will be given new Chromebooks on the first  da y of school

L



thanks!

Any questions?
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