Student Code of Conduct
Student Code of Conduct

Accessibility

If you have difficulty accessing the information in this document because of disability,
please contact the district’s Communications Officer, Ashley Thomas,
athomas@wfisd.net or 940-235-1004.

Purpose

The Student Code of Conduct (“Code of Conduct”), as required by Chapter 37 of the Texas
Education Code, provides methods and options for managing student behavior, preventing
and intervening in student discipline problems, and imposing discipline.

The law requires the district to define misconduct that may—or must—result in arange of
specific disciplinary consequences, including removal from a regular classroomor
campus, out-of-school suspension, placement in a disciplinary alternative education
program (DAEP), ptacement in a juvenile justice alternative education program (JJAEP), or
expulsion from school.

This Code of Conduct has been adopted by the Wichita Falls ISD board of trustees and
developed with the advice of the district-level planning and decision-making committee. It
provides information to parents and students regarding standards of conduct,
conseguences of misconduct, and procedures for administering discipline. This Code of
Conduct remains in effect during summer school and at all school-related events and
activities outside the school year until the board adopts an updated version for the next
schoolyear.

In accordance with state law, the Code of Conduct shall be posted at each school campus
or shall be available for review at the campus principal’s office. Additionally, the Code of
Conduct shall be available at the campus behavior coordinator’s office and posted on the
district’s website. Parents shall be notified of any conduct violation that may resultin a
student being suspended, placed in a DAEP or JJIAEP, expelled, or taken into custody by a
taw enforcement officer under Chapter 37of the Education Code.

Not later than the first day of the 2025-2026 school year, the Texas Education Agency (TEA)
shall prepare and provide to each school district a report identifying each law relating to
school discipline that was amended or added by the 89th Legislature, Regular Session,
2025. A school district shall provide to each student and the parent of or person standing
in parental relation to the student the prepared report.

Because the Code of Conduct is adopted by the district’s board of trustees, it has the force
of policy. In the event of a conflict between the Code of Conduct and the Student
Handbook, the Code of Conduct shall prevail.

Please note: The discipline of students with disabilities who are eligible for services under
federal law (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973) is subject to the provisions of those laws.



School District Authority and Jurisdiction

School District Authority and Jurisdiction

School rules and the district’s authority to administer discipline apply whenever the
interest of the district is involved, on or off school grounds, in conjunction with or
independent of classes and school-sponsored activities.

The district has disciplinary authority over a student:

During the regular school day;

While the student is traveling on district transportation;

During lunch periods in which a student is allowed to leave campus;
At any school-related activity, regardless of time or location;

For any school-related misconduct, regardless of time or location:;
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When retaliation against a school employee, board member, or volunteer occurs or
is threatened, regardless of time or location;

When a student engages in cyberbullying, as defined by Education Code 37.0832;

8. When criminal mischief is committed on or off school property or at a school-
related event;
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9. For certain offenses committed within 300 feet of school property as measured
from any point on the school’s real property boundary line;

10. For certain offenses committed while on school property or while attending a
school-sponsored or school-related activity of another district in Texas;

11. When the student commits a felony, as provided by Education Code 37.006,
37.007, or 37.0081; and

12.When the student is required to register as a sex offender.

Campus Behavior Coordinator

As required by taw, a single person at each campus must be designated to serve as the
campus behavior coordinator (CBC). The designated person may be the principal, or any
other campus administrator selected by the principal. Additional staff members may
assist the CBC in the performance of the CBC’s duties, provided that the CBC personally
verifies that all aspects of Chapter 37, Subchapter A are appropriately implemented. The
CBC is primarily responsible for maintaining student discipline. The CBC shall monitor
disciplinary referrals and report the following behavior to the campus’s threat assessment
and safe and supportive school team:

e Conductthat contains the elements of the offense of terroristic threat under Penal
Code 22.07;

¢ Conduct that contains the elements of the offense of unlawfully carrying weapons
under Penal Code 46.02;



Standards for Student Conduct

Standards for Student Conduct
Each student is expected to:

Demonstrate courtesy, even when others do not.

Behave in a responsible manner.

Exercise self-discipline.

Attend all classes regularly and on time.

Bring appropriate materials and assignments to class.
Meet district and campus standards of grooming and dress.
Obey all campus and classroom rules.

Respect the rights and privileges of students, teachers, and other district staff and
volunteers.

Respect the property of others, including district property and facilities.

Cooperate with and assist the school staff in maintaining safety, order, and
discipline.

Adhere to the requirements of the Code of Conduct.



General Conduct Violations

Commit extortion or blackmail.

Engage in inappropriate verbal, physical, or sexual conduct directed toward another
person, including a district student, employee, or volunteer.

Record the voice or image of another without the prior consent of the individual
being recorded or in any way that disrupts the educational environment or invades
the privacy of others.

Property Offenses
Students shall not:

Damage or vandalize property owned by others. [See Placement and/or Expulsion
for Certain Offenses for felony criminal mischief.]

Deface or damage school property, including textbooks, technology and electronic
resources, lockers, furniture, and other equipment, with graffiti or by other means.

Steal from students, staff, or the school.

Commit or assist in a robbery or theft, even if it does not constitute a felony
according to the Penal Code. [See Placement and/or Expulsion for Certain Offenses
for felony robbery, aggravated robbery, and theft.]

Enter, without authorization, district facilities that are not open for operations.

Possession of Prohibited Items
Students shall not possess or use:

Fireworks of any kind, smoke or stink bombs, or any other pyrotechnic device.

A razor, box cutter, chain, or any other object used in a way that threatens or inflicts
bodily injury to another person.

A “look-alike” weapon that is intended to be used as a weapon or could reasonabty
be perceived as a weapon.

An air gun or BB gun.

A short barrel firearm.

Ammunition.

A hand instrument designed to cut or stab another by being thrown.
A firearm silencer or suppressor.

*A location-restricted knife.

*A club.

*Afirearm.

A stun gun.



General Conduct Violations

e Knuckles.

e A pocketknife or any other small knife.

e Mace or pepper spray.

e Pornographic material.

e Tobacco products (including nicotine pouches), cigarettes, e-cigarettes, and any
component, part, or accessory for an e-cigarette device.

e Matches or a lighter.

e Alaser pointer, unless itis for an approved use; or

e Any articles not generally considered to be weapons, including school supplies,
when the principal or designee determines that a danger exists.

*See Placement and/or Expulsion for Certain Offenses for weapons and firearms. In many
circumstances, possession of these items is punishable by mandatory expulsion under
federal or state law.

Possession of Personal Communication Devices
Students shall not:

e Use a personal communication device, including a cell phone, or other electronic
device on school property during the school day and shall store the device in
accordance with the method of storage established by the district. [See Glossary]

e The district may authorize the use of a personal communication device for the
following reasons:

e Toimplement an individualized education program (IEP) or for a plan created

under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C Section 794) or a

similar program or plan;
e With documented need based on a directive from a qualified physician; or

e To comply with a health or safety requirement imposed by law or as part of
the district’s safety protocols.

Inappropriate use of a personal communication device during the school day will result in
disciplinary action in accordance with this Code of Conduct.

Illegal, Prescription, and Over-the-Counter Drugs
Students shall not:

e Possess, use, give, or sell alcohol or aniillegal drug. [See Disciplinary Alternative
Education Program (DAEP) Placement and Exputsion for mandatory and permissive
consequences under state law.]

e Possess or sell seeds or pieces of marijuana in less than a usable amount.



General Conduct Violations

- Possess, use, give, or sell paraphernalia related to any prohibited substance. [See

Glossary for “paraphernalia.”]

Possess, use, abuse, or sell look-alike drugs or attempt to pass items off as drugs or
contraband.

Abuse the student’s own prescription drug, give a prescription drug to another
student, or possess or be under the influence of another person’s prescription drug
on school property or at a school-related event. [See Glossary for “abuse.”]

Abuse over-the-counter drugs. [See Glossary for “abuse.”]

Be under the influence of prescription or over-the-counter drugs that cause
impairment to body or mind. [See Glossary for “under the influence.”]

Have or take prescription drugs or over-the-counter drugs at school other than as
provided by district policy.

Misuse of Technology Resources and the Internet
Students shall not:

Violate policies, rules, or agreements signed by the student or the student’s parent
regarding the use of technology resources.

Attempt to access or circumvent passwords or other security-related information of
the district, students, or employees or upload or create computer viruses, including
off school property if the conduct causes a substantial disruption to the
educational environment.

Attempt to alter, destroy, or disable district technology resources including, but not
limited to, computers and related equipment, district data, the data of others, or
other networks connected to the district’s system, inctuding off school property if
the conduct causes a substantial disruption to the educational environment.

Use the internet or other electronic communications to threaten or harass district
students, employees, board members, or volunteers, including off school property
if the conduct causes a substantial disruption to the educational environment or
infringes on the rights of another student at school.

Send, post, deliver, or possess electronic messages that are abusive, obscene,
sexually oriented, threatening, harassing, damaging to another’s reputation, or
itlegal, including cyberbullying and “sexting,” either on or off school property, if the
conduct causes a substantial disruption to the educational environment or
infringes on the rights of another student at school.

Use the internet or other electronic communication to engage in or encourage
iltegal behavior or threaten school safety, including off school property if the
conduct causes a substantial disruption to the educational environment or
infringes on the rights of another student at schoot.



General Conduct Violations

Utilize artificial intelligence in a way that would constitute academic dishonesty or
as a means of engaging in any other prohibited conduct.

Safety Transgressions
Students shall not:

Possess published or electronic material that is designed to promote or encourage
iltegal behavior or that could threaten school safety.

Engage in verbal (oral or written) exchanges that threaten the safety of another
student, a school employee, or school property.

Make false accusations or perpetrate hoaxes regarding school safety.

Engage in any conduct that school officials might reasonably betieve will
substantially disrupt the school program or incite violence.

Throw objects that can cause bodily injury or property damage.

Discharge a fire extinguisher without valid cause.

Miscellaneous Offenses
Students shall not:

Violate dress and grooming standards as communicated in the Student Handbook.

Engage in academic dishonesty, which includes cheating or copying the work of
another student, unauthorized use of artificial intelligence, plagiarism, and
unauthorized communication between students during an examination.

Gamble.
Falsify records, passes, or other school-related documents.

Engage in actions or demonstrations that substantially disrupt or materially
interfere with school activities.

Repeatedly violate other communicated campus or classroom standards of
conduct.

The district may impose cambus or classroom rules in addition to those found in the Code
of Conduct. These rules may be posted in classrooms or given to the student and may or
may not constitute violations of the Code of Conduct.



