2026-2027 Middle School Summer Reading
6th grade

Students should select one book to read before the start of school, but they
are welcome to read more!

e The Crossroads by Alexandra Diaz

e Pax by Sara Pennypacker

e Tristan Strong Punches a Hole on the Sky by Kwame Mbalia

[ ]

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen

7th Grade

Students should select one book to read, but they are welcome to read more!
e The Storm Runner by J.C. Cervantes

Tristan Strong Destroys the World by Kwame Mbalia

Aru Shah and the End of Time by Roshani Chokshi

Dragon Pearl by Yoon Han Lee

Race to the Sun by Rebecca Roanhorse

Mulan: Before the Sword by Grace Lin
The Labors of Hercules Beal by Gary D. Schmidt

8th grade

All students should read The 57 Bus for Social Studies and one of the four
listed books for English before the start of the school year. Please see the
notes below for further explanation of these book choices.

Social Studies:

The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their
Lives by Dashka Slater

English (pick one):

e The Book Thief- Markus Zusak
e White Rose-Kip Wilson
e Flowers in the Gutter: The True Story of the Edelweiss Pirates,

Teenagers who Resisted the Nazis- K. R. Grady


https://www.amazon.com/Crossroads-Alexandra-Diaz/dp/1534414568/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3SJP6WMOVVQFD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Qj4alXy97wc8Ra9hVNXAAqxvu9AqN0EXldLUPeJfCLPSXU6ef0L6Dzh5mnInvo4ilV2PQdkUt0RUz9Ynfgzt1kpgCBmEwuYZ7KzuUZ4IAWE.hdwL27G9nYuLKPSwgM5bQWL_2OiaCBeOD8W2nBAZFdo&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+crossroads+alexandra+diaz&qid=1714516602&sprefix=The+Crossroads+by+Alexandra+Diaz%2Caps%2C275&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0062377027?ref_=dbs_m_mng_rwt_calw_tpbk_0&storeType=ebooks&qid=1714516681&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Tristan-Strong-Punches-Hole-Sky/dp/1368039936/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2M30657VBPWRT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hBbFLrLjRD2rdh4vzLqx9hlE1OiIPpb5VYFjrgkCUMfGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.Sr7MeumysenaxIYcK4FGfGmlDJVoeUQ47rc9AxpT8Qg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Tristan+Strong+Punches+a+Hole+on+the+Sky+by+Kwame+Mbalia&qid=1714516767&sprefix=tristan+strong+punches+a+hole+on+the+sky+by+kwame+mbalia%2Caps%2C207&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Hoot-Carl-Hiaasen/dp/0440419395/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2YZ4F2KKLVQ1S&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ELCBch8pwz3fBpcpZcNW4iFj3xEydmqtcrKzdAFd97QSJZ0zIriHVuoCAHkCery37BJFhZipfwMGsqr5Q2gFqBXG9FGxekHSWBqL7yZQWGC9STBjxaQhWZz6lJZSuoZDd-dGSPoIb7IlHDDyQ9q9KKvO4NSEkTa47Gg8merhgYn6-M3k6-mz_9PgTWiDvgTKykZDi1XFgXkW_kOpyjDLKvbh8sBis7AYD8UbAv7QwHc.78lAd5jKqmQEKG5F40ubZujHma_ImSlm5NXVQ4ptB-s&dib_tag=se&keywords=hoot+by+carl+hiaasen+paperback&qid=1714516861&sprefix=Hoot+by+Carl+Hiaasen%2Caps%2C225&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Storm-Runner-Novel-Book/dp/1368016340
https://www.amazon.com/Tristan-Strong-Destroys-World-Novel/dp/1368042384?psc=1&pd_rd_w=6VUEK&content-id=amzn1.sym.55c0153f-1fb7-42ff-8241-d1c0f3732289&pf_rd_p=55c0153f-1fb7-42ff-8241-d1c0f3732289&pf_rd_r=PQD70JCNC794BMT4X06D&pd_rd_wg=e3Ulf&pd_rd_r=df96ddf0-9168-493a-9932-6e8c166a7fb8&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbb_img_1&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM=
https://www.amazon.com/Aru-Shah-End-Time-Pandava-ebook/dp/B075MWXNQ6/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2R1FVBUK2A7ZT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BNSFVItnIAmn2FDf2AaTBgFUhwXRbf2-LkpDqG61_uKvr8Bk0KNPuGkIz_Y6b2BGad2wGE-5F8ZizCS0f1g0xVmL0o8g2JtLcPX2bEI43v1xI7VSgkko_fFzlQju_IuHSW6XX_fsUvpwacC31JQVZrX8ICcrx4ktttPx9MfOlCh-_fwHRq7UrjxIO7zEZP8mLMNIROIqxB399RIZHtwkzyYn7DvnJqK54pCBZTPRtpc.7J1gpGtrGL5ExDJI5UFwIUfuSUbKCPescqGTurLmkqI&dib_tag=se&keywords=aru+shah&qid=1714489140&s=books&sprefix=aru+shah%2Cstripbooks%2C152&sr=1-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Dragon-Pearl-Rick-Riordan-Presents/dp/1368014747/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y7CDBV6R9MGP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TBXg6gQiJhu08kY92pO_dR6Lej2ZQBT5JOKCjWox64I293YIvNK9tFDoeBFwDBcLwBm4ruhGkDOuN6CUI895bIV-8jAmOM-_1cTHqYU8pd4SUFZL5XrHIKLT6Lj0S-9ymJahI-LruQgCdxocNsUJxS4PK7k3vErAqorihuHzBk4537IVBwP1vSxMd3IEm5ws6mkzt00rri88UbWeu9Lael6qvfUNMX5V_QVVfZa_8XY.e0mwqkCxgyIHVdWvQGzxYfSLbv3RHp6gSnaYTxP4Hck&dib_tag=se&keywords=dragon+pearl&qid=1714489164&s=books&sprefix=dragon+pearl%2Cstripbooks%2C132&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Race-Sun-Rick-Riordan-Presents/dp/1368024823/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2U1MBLRI94EJO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7Un5zB7LALYSnOzje5R__qYQKeSTlAqjaRVMUFlSe3NsSVdypSnjLrsYygJy2MWL.1fjJr_9aNPbcOXe_sbMOs-9EXQs0mgwhrYC5F8V-1Ww&dib_tag=se&keywords=race+to+the+sun+rick+riordan&qid=1714489189&s=books&sprefix=race+to+the+sun%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mulan-Before-Sword-Grace-Lin/dp/136802033X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LDOPWPCQC5NI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ikDjW89f4tnrkoupjQwPBLIfYdH33__P5bLFFr4n_vCpgTt4UpF1QhyJ5c92eqISzKYQQ_EbOz02E2DPe8f_17lmzQ8H091V5FGoC5pSRuIDUsl2A1F6Q2VBZG6ErqBfv7wGL9WHsYupcc8lJTmA5HqcXvkPp-6GSPgaJBerNovttmu__tuZZUoD1JXmalDRds4OsY3wmRqMVvZHpbkwqqNxqklhWj6SH01WfoSvkYg.qPwWv_z8ikUK29jLITV-CC7VICZRH0LtNptdv7cJksU&dib_tag=se&keywords=mulan+before+the+sword&qid=1714489212&s=books&sprefix=mulan+before%2Cstripbooks%2C132&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Labors-Hercules-Beal-Gary-Schmidt/dp/0358659639
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=57+bus+book&crid=39A81VJN86O15&sprefix=57+bus%2Caps%2C229&ref=nb_sb_ss_p13n-expert-pd-ops-ranker_2_6
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+book+thief+by+markus+zusak&crid=2LXC97VRNRIHZ&sprefix=The+Book+Thief-+Markus+Zusak%2Caps%2C205&ref=nb_sb_ss_p13n-expert-pd-ops-ranker_1_28
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=white+rose+book&crid=3OB0GH9JLRS82&sprefix=White+Rose%2Caps%2C351&ref=nb_sb_ss_p13n-expert-pd-ops-ranker_3_10
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0525555412/?bestFormat=true&k=flowers%20in%20the%20gutter%20book&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-bk-ww_k0_1_22_de&crid=1AGIBDAN8NEOI&sprefix=Flowers%20in%20the%20Gutter%3A

e White Bird-R.J. Palacio

Dear Families,

As part of our Social Studies program, students are asked to read The 57 Bus
by Dashka Slater before the start of the school year. This book tells the true
story of two teenagers whose lives intersect on a city bus in Oakland,
California. While the event described in the book is serious and at times
difficult, it offers students an opportunity to thoughtfully explore important
themes such as empathy, responsibility, justice, and the complexities of
real-world events.

We selected this text because it encourages students to consider multiple
perspectives and to think critically about how individuals, communities, and
the justice system respond when harm occurs. The story also raises important
guestions about how identity—including gender identity—and issues such as
racial bias can shape people’s experiences and the ways communities
respond to conflict. The book invites discussion about accountability,
compassion, and how young people can make thoughtful decisions in
complicated situations. These are themes that align closely with our goals in
Social Studies and English: helping students better understand the world
around them and developing their ability to engage respectfully with
different viewpoints.

During the first weeks of school, students will participate in guided
discussions and reflective activities related to the book. Our conversations will
focus on themes such as empathy, civic responsibility, identity, and how
communities work toward justice and healing. As always, we will emphasize
respectful dialogue, thoughtful listening, and age-appropriate discussion.

We recognize that the book addresses complex topics, and we approach
these conversations with care and sensitivity. Our goal is not simply to study
the event itself, but to help students practice thoughtful discussion, critical
thinking, and compassion for others.

If you have any questions about the book or would like to discuss the reading
in advance, please feel free to reach out. | am always happy to talk with
families about our curriculum and learning goals.

Thank you for your continued support.


https://www.amazon.com/s?k=White+Bird-R.J.+Palacio&crid=G6BU1J4KRED2&sprefix=white+bird-r.j.+palacio%2Caps%2C212&ref=nb_sb_noss_2

Sincerely,

Sky Jenkins and Marian Myers
8th grade Social Studies
Bosque School

Dear Families,

As part of our 8th grade English Holocaust: Writing Resistance unit, students
will choose and read one of the following historical novels set during World
War |I: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak, White Rose by Kip Wilson, Flowers in
the Gutter: The True Story of the Edelweiss Pirates, Teenagers Who Resisted
the Nazis by K. R. Gaddy, or White Bird by R. J. Palacio.

These texts share different perspectives from this time period. Some focus on
young people living under Nazi rule, while others highlight individuals who
resisted injustice. Through these stories, students explore themes such as
courage, moral choice, empathy, and the impact of historical events on
ordinary people.

Since these books take place during the Holocaust, they include references to
persecution, violence, and death. In class, we will approach these topics
carefully by focusing on historical understanding, empathy, and thoughtful
discussion rather than graphic detail.

During the unit, students will participate in guided discussions and
research-based writing connected to their reading. The goal is to help
students better understand how empathy and the ability to communicate
and write are the most powerful tools against injustice. If you have questions
about the books or would like to discuss the unit, please feel free to reach out.
Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Jasmine “Mac” McSparren
8th grade English
Bosque School



	●​The Labors of Hercules Beal by Gary D. Schmidt 

