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Agua Fria High School District Celebrates National Merit Scholars Through
Superintendent’s Academic Superstars Program

(AVONDALE, Ariz. - Dec. 10, 2025) In celebration of academic excellence and student
achievement, the Agua Fria High School District has honored its National Merit Scholars
through the Superintendent’s Academic Superstars program, highlighting the District’s brightest
and most dedicated learners.

The Superintendent’s Academic Superstars program is a Districtwide initiative that celebrates
students who exemplify exceptional academic achievement and leadership. This year’s
honorees are:

e Selicia Nunez, Desert Edge High School - Selicia Nunez has demonstrated a strong
commitment to academic and extracurricular excellence through her involvement in the
Asian American Student Association, participation in cross country, engagement in the
physics club, and membership in the National Honor Society (NHS). Due to her
outstanding academic performance, she graduated earlier this year.

e Emerson Cowan, Verrado High School - Emerson Cowan has earned multiple
distinctions for her academic and artistic achievements, including the Hispanic
Recognition Award and the Rural and Small-Town Recognition Award for high PSAT
performance, as well as the John Philip Sousa Award for musical excellence. She serves
as woodwind captain in the Viper Vanguard marching band, participates in the Verrado
theatre program and show choir, and is an active member of both the National Honor
Society and the Senior to Senior community engagement program. Her involvement
across academics, arts, and service exemplifies the well-rounded excellence celebrated
through this Districtwide recognition.

“I am happy to be recognized because it takes a lot of energy and discipline to show up every
day when you have so many commitments,” Cowan said.

Superintendent Mark Yslas honored these remarkable National Merit students for their
outstanding accomplishments, which place them among the nation’s top academic performers.
Their recognition highlights years of dedication, perseverance, and intellectual curiosity, qualities
that reflect both personal excellence and the supportive learning environment cultivated across
the District.



“To qualify for National Merit, students take the PSAT during their junior year, which serves as
an initial screen of program entrants; however, students can take the PSAT test early, during
their freshman and sophomore years, to prepare for the qualifying PSAT in their junior year,”
said Superintendent Yslas. “Our scholars represent less than one percent of U.S. high school
seniors, including the highest-scoring entrants in each state.”

In September 2026, more than two-thirds (about 34,000) of the high scorers across the country
will be designated Commended Students. They will be named on the basis of a nationally
applied Selection Index qualifying score that may vary from year to year.

In recognition of their outstanding ability and potential for academic success in college, NMSC
will send Letters of Commendation to them through their high schools. Although Commended
Students do not continue in the competition for National Merit Scholarships, some may be
candidates for Special Scholarships offered by corporate sponsors. NMSC will notify those
candidates in November 2026. These scholars are placed in the top 50,000 students who
entered the competition.

“Selicia and Emerson represent the very best of Agua Fria,” said Superintendent Yslas. Their
success in the National Merit program is a testament to their hard work, their families’
encouragement, and the commitment of our educators to academic excellence. We are
incredibly proud to celebrate their achievements.”
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Agua Fria High School District was established in 1955. Today, the district serves the
communities of Avondale, Buckeye, Goodyear, and Litchfield Park, with six high schools: Agua
Fria, Canyon View, Desert Edge, Goodyear, Millennium, Verrado, and Agua Fria Online.
Additionally, the District offers two alternative programs: Coldwater Academy and New
Directions. More information can be found at www.aguafria.org
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