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School District of Palm Beach County 

 

MAY 2026 HAITIAN HERITAGE MONTH ESSAY CONTEST 

 
 
Student’s Name: Samuel Mojica 
Grade: 12 
School: Palm Beach Lakes 
Sponsoring Teacher: Angela Jones 
 

TOPIC: Write a strategic plan narrative to suggest ways by which Haiti can be transformed in 

view of contemporary global perspectives. 

 

Transforming Haiti 

The Haitian community has been part of Palm Beach County for decades.  It’s everywhere, from 

the music at local festivals to the smell of food drifting from small restaurants to the familiar sound 

of Creole spoken among families. Haitians have opened businesses, built churches, and raised 

children who now lead classrooms and companies. Their work ethic and unity reflect the same 

spirit that has always defined Haiti, a spirit that refuses to surrender even in the hardest times. As 

Palm Beach County honors its Haitian heritage, it’s also worth thinking about how that same 

strength can help transform Haiti toward a stronger future. 

 

Haiti’s history is unlike any other. In 1804, it became the first independent Black republic in the 

world, proving that freedom has no boundaries when people stand together. That victory is still a 

source of pride and a powerful reminder to keep moving forward even when progress seems 

impossible. Like many nations, Haiti has faced years of hardship, natural disasters, and political 

unrest. Yet through it all, its people still have their courage and faith.  The country holds great 

potential waiting to be unlocked through education, sustainable growth, honest leadership, and 

pride in its culture. 

 

Education is the first and most important step toward that transformation. Haiti has one of the 

youngest populations in the Caribbean, which is an incredible opportunity if young people are 

given real access to learning. Many children dream of studying, being creative and leading, but are 

faced with few resources in the classrooms. By improving schools, expanding computer access, 

and encouraging creative problem-solving, Haiti can prepare a new generation to help solve its 

challenges. The Haitian migrants, especially families in Florida, can help by mentoring students, 

donating supplies, or sharing guidance.  Sometimes one conversation with someone who believes 

in you can change a person’s life. 
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Rebuilding the economy is also essential. For way too long, Haiti has been dependent on outside 

aid that can help temporarily but doesn’t create lasting progress. The country already holds what 

it needs to begin rebuilding -- its sunlight, its wind, and its fertile land. Projects using solar panels 

or wind turbines can bring electricity to rural areas and help farmers while creating jobs. When 

local people can grow what they eat, sell what they produce, and power their homes, they gain 

both independence and confidence. 

 

Leadership and trust must also be rebuilt. After years of instability, change must begin by listening 

to everyday citizens.  Local leaders could help manage projects and make sure everyone’s voice is 

heard. Technology can help through apps and online networks by keeping communication open. 

Democracy isn’t just casting a vote every few years; its communities coming together daily to 

shape a future they believe in. 

 

Haiti’s culture remains its strongest source of unity and pride. The beat of the drums, the vibrant 

art, and the rhythm of the language tell stories of survival and creativity. By supporting artists, 

preserving history, and teaching culture in schools, Haiti can strengthen its identity while creating 

opportunities in tourism and arts. When young Haitians value who they are, they imagine bigger 

possibilities and become unstoppable. 

 

Rebuilding Haiti also means preparing for the future. The country can strengthen healthcare, clean 

water, and emergency systems to better face natural disasters. Partnerships with other countries 

can assist by training doctors, nurses and other professionals but Haitian communities must be 

willing to lead the way. Real transformation begins from within, is shaped by local hands and 

guided by the countries’ pride. 

 

Here in Palm Beach County, Haitian Americans prove every day what dedication can achieve. 

They are nurses caring for patients, teachers guiding students, athletes chasing dreams, and 

business owners serving their communities.  Their success shows what Haiti can become.   

 

Haiti’s story is not finished. Its next chapter depends on its people and by those who support them. 

Transformation begins with teaching a child, supporting a farmer, or protecting the environment. 

With education, unity, and strong leadership, Haiti can again be a symbol of strength and freedom. 

The same courage that led Haiti to independence in 1804 lives on today, ready to lift the nation 

toward a brighter future. 

 
 
 
 
 


