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School District of Palm Beach County 

 

MAY 2026 HAITIAN HERITAGE MONTH ESSAY CONTEST 

 

 

Student’s Name: Christ Berthale Saskia Etienne 

Grade:  12 

School:  Boynton Beach Community High School 

Sponsoring Teacher: Sara Jean-Baptiste 

 

TOPIC: Write a strategic plan narrative to suggest ways by which Haiti can be transformed in view of 

contemporary global perspectives. 

 

 

They say a nation is defined by its history, but I wonder what it would look like if it were 

defined by what it chooses to become. Haiti’s story is often told through hardship; political 

instability, economic struggle, and natural disasters that have tested its foundation. But Haiti is 

not a country without hope: it is a country awaiting the structure, support, and vision to allow its 

strength to take form. By rebuilding trust in leadership, creating opportunities, investing in 

education and healthcare, and protecting the land that sustains it, Haiti can begin to rewrite its 

story - not as a nation of struggle, but as one shaped by resilience, growth, and lasting hope. 

 
Haiti today carries interconnected challenges making progress difficult but not 

impossible. Economically, high unemployment and poverty limit opportunity, while weak 

infrastructure and dependence on foreign aid prevent independence. Politically, corruption and 

fragile institutions weaken stability, reducing public trust and slowing progress. Socially, many 

citizens face limited education access, underdeveloped healthcare, and a low standard of 

living that restricts dignity and opportunity. 

Environmental vulnerability weighs heavily, as earthquakes and hurricanes disrupt 

communities and delay recovery. Yet Haiti remains defined not only by hardship, but by 

endurance. 

 
The vision for Haiti is not survival, but transformation. It’s a future where Haiti stands as 

a stable, democratic nation with trusted leadership and strong institutions to carry hopes. It’s a 

self-sustaining economy allowing citizens to build lives without dependency and quality of life 

via education, healthcare, and accessible opportunity. It’s also an environmentally resilient 

nation that prepares for disasters while protecting the land and communities that depend on it.  

To reach this vision, strategies are required. 
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Strengthening governance through transparency, accountability, and institutional reform comes 

first, along with encouraging citizen participation to rebuild trust between people and 

leadership. Economic development must focus on rebuilding infrastructure roads and 

electricity, while supporting small businesses, agriculture, and tourism as sources of growth. 

Efforts, strengthened through global partnerships, can help Haiti move toward greater 

independence and stability. Improving education and healthcare is essential. 

 

Expanding access to quality schools and strengthening healthcare systems will allow citizens 

to reach their potential. Environmental sustainability must be prioritized through reforestation, 

renewable energy, and disaster preparedness, ensuring Haiti is not only reacting to crises but 

preparing for them. Technology and global integration can play a role. Expanding the internet 

and digital infrastructure can open pathways to education, communication, and economic 

opportunity. Digital literacy and participation in global markets can connect Haiti to innovation-

driven industries and strengthen cooperation. 

 
However, these strategies cannot succeed without consistency. Government 

commitment must be matched with community involvement and international support. Long-

term planning, monitoring, and accountability are necessary so progress is measured by 

real outcomes, not hope alone. 

 

Still, transformation will not come without resistance. Change is rarely linear; it’s shaped 

by hesitation, uncertainty, and limited resources. Funding remains a challenge, and political 

instability still tests progress. Yet these obstacles do not define Haiti’s future: they define the 

difficulty of reaching it. With stronger institutions, responsible investment, and sustained effort, 

these barriers can be overcome. 

 
I remember summer standing by the Haitian coastline, watching waves move endlessly 

toward the shore. The ocean feels alive, where water meets land, as memory and endurance. 

The air carries quiet, enduring pride, and the coastline holds a beauty not captured through 

images. Haiti is often seen through struggle, but there it feels whole; laughter near the shore, 

the rhythm of daily life, and belonging shaped by presence, not perfection. 

From a global perspective, Haiti is not outside progress: it’s part of it and capable of redefining 

what progress means. What I have seen, felt, and continue to believe is that Haiti already holds 

the foundation of transformation. What remains is the structure to support it and the will to 

sustain it. 

 
In the end, transforming Haiti is necessary, and possible. With vision, commitment, and 

unity, Haiti can move toward a future where stability replaces uncertainty and opportunity 

replaces limitation. A future where the ocean I once stood beside becomes a reflection of 

progress. Like the ocean meeting its shores again and again, Haiti’s story is not defined by 

what has struck it, but by its ability to keep rising forward, and becoming. 


