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Over the past two seasons, Crockett County and South Gibson
have played some instant classic baseball games.

Saturday’s District 13-AAA Tournament duel was not one of
them – not that anyone from the Cavalier side is complaining.

There can’t be too many people that had either of these teams
run-ruling the other in post-season play on their bingo cards,
but that’s exactly what happened when the Cavaliers scored
seven times in the second inning, banged out 14 hits overall, and
rode the five-hit pitching of Carter Winders to post a stunning
13-3 triumph over the Hornets in the finals of the winners
bracket.

The win not only sent Coach Brad Smith’s club – now an
amazing 30-3 on the season – into Monday night’s
championship game, but it also assured the Cavs of an advance
into the Region 8-AAA Tournament.

While there weren’t complaints from Crockett fans at the
baseball field, there were plenty at the adjacent softball field,
where a highly controversial call turned the flow of the entire
game and helped Dyer County record a 6-3 win over the host
Lady Cavaliers, sending the Lady Choctaws into Monday night’s
championship and forcing Crockett to win the losers bracket
final that precedes it to secure a regional berth. More on that
result comes later in this post.

BASEBALL: Crockett hasn’t lost a game this season with
Winders on the mound, and providing him a 9-0 lead after just
two innings practically guaranteed the trend would continue.
Although South Gibson eventually got on the scoreboard,
Winders (now 8-0) was never really in serious trouble.

After Winders sailed through the opening inning unscathed,
the Cavs immediately put their bats to work. Leadoff man
Callan Willis stroked the first of his three base hits and Nash
Kilburn drew a walk from South Gibson starter Jacob
Bateman. Brady Fronabarger lined a single to left to load the
bases, and Winders brought home the first run with a
sacrifice fly to center. Landry Fronabarger sent another single
into right field to score Kilburn, and Smith’s crew had a quick
2-0 advantage.

After Winders retired the Hornets in order again in the top of
the second, the Cavs struck for seven big runs in the bottom
of the frame. SGC brought in Hunter Hopkins to pitch, and he
immediately walked Mason Ray and then hit Sam Proctor
after being called for a balk. Willis drilled a hard grounder to
the hole at short, where the Hornets’ Tommy Baker made a
nice stop but didn’t have a chance to throw anyone out as
Ray scored to make it 3-0.

With Kilburn at the plate, Hopkins balked again – sending
Proctor to third and Willis to second – and then Kilburn
smashed a double down the right-field line for two RBIs and a
5-0 Crockett lead as the Hornets changed pitchers again,
going with Luke Berkley. Brady Fronabarger greeted him by
ripping a single to right that scored Kilburn, and it was 6-0.

A Winders grounder was then booted for an error, and he and
Fronabarger stole second and third on the next pitch. Landry
Fronabarger drew a walk to load the sacks, and – after Karson
Kail and Carson Webb entered as pinch runners – Aiden
Austin smoked a single to right that plated two more runs,
although he was thrown out a second trying to stretch it to a
double. George Randall completed the uprising with another
run-scoring single to center, and Winders had his 9-0 lead.

An infield error, a couple of walks, a sac fly by Davis McKinney,
and back-to-back hits by Bateman and Cade Allen allowed
South Gibson to trim the deficit to 9-2 in the third.
Consecutive singles by McKinney, Bateman, and Allen
produced another Hornet tally in the fifth, but a larger rally
was prevented when Bateman tried to score on a pitcher that
had bounced away from Cav catcher Proctor, but the senior
quickly retrieved it and made a diving lunge in time to tag
Bateman out at the plate.
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Above: Carter Winders (now 8-0 on the season, with an ERA of 0.84)
rests in the dugout between innings of his five-hit victory over South
Gibson. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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The Cavs left the bases loaded in the bottom of the fifth
without scoring, but then struck for their final four tallies in
the sixth. With one out, Landry Fronabarger was hit with a
pitch, and Davis Porter entered to run for him. Austin – who
now already has five hits in this tournament – lined a single to
center, and Randall followed with a sharply-hit RBI single to
right. Ray bunted and the ball was thrown away as Austin
scored and Randall advanced to third. When Proctor
pounded a double right down the left-field line, Randall and
Ray scored to invoke the run rule.

Willis had three hits and scored twice from his leadoff spot
for the winners. Kilburn, Brady Fronabarger, Austin, and
Randall all added two hits apiece. Kilburn, Austin, Randall, and
Proctor drove in two runs each.

The Cavaliers will now await the winner of the South Gibson
vs. Dyer County losers bracket final Monday afternoon , which
is set for 4:30. Crockett will take on the victor at 7:00 at
CCHS and can claim the district title outright with a win. If the
Cavs lose, a Tuesday evening rematch will decide the
champion.

SOFTBALL: Crockett County had apparently taken a 3-2 lead
when a third-inning ground ball tipped off the glove of Dyer
County third baseman Evie Rogers – who appeared to be
clearly standing in fair territory – and allowed two Crockett
runners to score on the play. Instead, following a lengthy on-
field conference, the fair-ball call was overturned by the
umpiring crew, and Lady Cav hitter Madison Stitts was
returned to the batter’s box.

When Stitts was then hit by a pitch, it gave the Lady
Choctaws a chance to get a force-out at home plate on an
ensuing ground ball by Kiyra Liggins, and the frame ended
when a Crockett pinch-hitter struck out. Dyer County held a
2-1 lead after three innings rather than having to navigate a 3-
2 deficit.

The momentum swing had immediate effects when Rogers
singled to lead off the fourth and Kate Benedetto drove a
run-scoring double over the head of Crockett center-fielder
Gabby Bursey. After a wild pitch advanced Benedetto to
third, she raced home on a groundout to make it 4-1.

Crockett left two runners on in the bottom of the fourth, and
the Lady Choctaws – who took advantage of seven walks
issued by Lady Cav starter Emmalynn Medlin – added
another run in the fifth on a walk, a stolen base, another walk,
and two groundouts. Crockett then again left two
baserunners stranded in the bottom of the fifth.

In the sixth, the Lady Cavs loaded the bases with no outs
when Macie Teel walked, Wesley Thornton smacked her third
hit of the game, and Nataly Amador walked. Courtesy runner
Fallon Beaird scored on a sac fly by Haley Leforgee to make it
5-2, and Stitts cut it to 5-3 with another sac fly. But Crockett
stranded two runners again when the inning ended.

Two more walks to open the Dyer County seventh prompted
a Crockett pitching change, and Anna Stallings worked out of
the jam with only one run scoring on a Rylee White single. The
Lady Cavs went down in order in the bottom of the seventh
although Maddie Haynes and Fallon Beaird hit bullets right at
Lady Choctaw fielders.

Crockett (29-6-1) must now battle back out of the losers
bracket in a 5:00 game Monday, once again facing South
Gibson. Dyer County is in the championship game at 7:00
and will have to lose twice to be denied the district title.

SOCCER: The CCHS campus will be a busy place Monday
evening with the District 13 Soccer Tournament also
beginning in Alamo. South Gibson will take on Dyersburg at
5:30, followed by the top-seeded Cavaliers hosting Obion
County Central at 7:00.

TRACK & FIELD: Crockett’s track & field teams journey to
Lakeland Prep, just east of Memphis, for the 1:00 p.m. start of
the West Sectional – the first step toward TSSAA State
Championships qualifying. The meet will conclude on
Wednesday, also at Lakeland Prep.

Above: Crockett's Piper Smith made a diving stop at second base and then threw
out the runner while sitting on the infield dirt in the Lady Cavs' contest with Dyer
County. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: And by game's end, Sam Proctor and Carter
Winders were celebrating again after Proctor's
two-run double provided the final run-rule margin
for the Cavs. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: When Wesley Thornton is smiling at the
opposing pitcher, that hurler should know she is
probably about to get pounded somewhere.
Thornton had three of Crockett's eight hits in the
6-3 loss to the Lady Choctaws. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Left: Crockett senior outfielder Nash Kilburn
had a big two-run double in the middle of
the Cavs' seven-run uprising in the second
inning Saturday. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Crockett's Nataly Amador is forced out at the plate by Dyer
County catcher Emma Wray on the fielder's choice grounder following
the controversial call that helped swing the momentum in the softball
duel. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Cavalier catcher Sam Proctor makes a lunging tag on South
Gibson's Jacob Bateman (7) as Carter Winders, who was covering
home plate, tries to get out of the way. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Sam Proctor went all out to retrieve the pitch that got away
and then beat the runner to home plate for the putout, ending a
Hornet threat. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Haley Leforgee tries to
beat out a sacrifice bunt in the
first inning as Dyer County's
Rylee Key makes the play to
throw her out at first. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Right: Leadoff man Callan Willis --
who just always seems to get on
base somehow -- mashed three
hits Saturday for the Cavs, scoring
twice and driving in a run. (Photo by
Ron Barry)
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Below: Carter Winders was never seriously challenged against the SGC Hornets,
allowing just five hits, two walks, and only one earned run. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Crockett pinch-hitter Fallon Beaird absolutely smoked this ball to center-field in
the seventh inning, but it went straight at the Lady Choctaws' Kierstyn Ray for the out.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Crockett left fielder Brody Parlow makes a running catch of a line drive as Callan
Willis drifts over for backup if needed. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Third baseman George Randall regains his footing on the Cav
infield after snaring a hot shot from a South Gibson bat, ... (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: ... and fires over to first base to complete the play for the out.
Randall also had two hits and two RBIs for the victorious Cavaliers, who
are now 30-3. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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