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Challenge Level Fiction

Summer of 2026

Rising 8" Graders, congratulations for attempting the Summer Reading Challenge! Please
choose a book that you have never read before as part of the optional Summer Reading
Challenge. You can do this!

Anderson

Author ___ mee

The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto

Frankie Presto, a war orphan raised by a blind music teacher

in a small Spanish town. At nine, Frankie is sent to America in the
bottom of a boat. His only possession is an old guitar and six precious
strings. But Frankie’s talent and his amazing journey weaves him
through the musical landscape of the 20th century.

Tuesdays with Morrie

Mitch Albom had a second chance. He rediscovered Morrie in the
last months of the older man's life. Knowing he was dying, Morrie
visited with Mitch in his study every Tuesday, just as they used to
back in college. Their rekindled relationship turned into one final
"class": lessons in how to live. Classic

Dive

Kassandra is a diver; she moves to a private school so she can be in
the pool every day. But she doesn’t have friends at the new school so
when she meets a kid climbing out of a dumpster she finds out about
dumpster diving.

I Robot

All robots must obey the 3 rules: mustn't harm a human being, they
must obey human orders, and they must protect their own
existence...but only so long as that doesn't violate rules one and two.
And yet, they seem to be out of control anyway.

Pride and Prejudice
The headstrong Elizabeth Bennett and the aristocratic, Mr Darcy
must have their pride humbled and their prejudices dissolved before
they can acknowledge their love for each other.

Classic
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The Girl Who Drank the Moon

The village believes they must leave one baby in the woods each year to keep
the witch from destroying the town. The Witch does not understand why a baby
is abandoned every year but she knows they will do it, so she comes by each
year to rescue the baby. Luna is the baby she keeps.

The Lovely War

It’s WWI and Aphrodite and Ares observe two war time love stories
to understand how mortals are capable of such true love. Three
intertwined stories of hope, heartbreak, prejudice and resilience all
work to prove love i1s not outdated.

Something Wicked This Way Comes
A carnival rolls in after the midnight hour on a chilly October eve,
ushering in Halloween a week early. Shadow Show has come to
Green Town to destroy every life touched by its strange and sinister
mystery.

Classic
Ender’s Game series
Once again, the Earth is under attack. Alien “buggers” are poised for
a final assault. The survival of the human species depends on a
military genius who can defeat the buggers. But who? Ender Wiggin.

Brilliant. Ruthless. Cunning. A tactical and strategic master. And a
child.

Rebekah

Born into a time and place where a woman speaks her mind at her
peril, and reared as a motherless child by a doting father, Rebekah
grew up to be a stunning, headstrong beauty. She was chosen by God
for a special destiny. Rebekah leaves her father’s house to marry
Isaac, the studious young son of Abraham.

Warrior Heir

Jack was told that he had a heart condition. That is why he has to
be diligent about taking his medication every day. When he skips a
day, he discovers that he is not weak; he is faster and stronger than
everyone around him. He is soon going to learn that he will need
those powers for the battle he will fight.

And Then There Were None
First, there were ten—an assortment of strangers summoned as
weekend guests to a private island off the coast of Devon. Their host,
an eccentric millionaire, is nowhere to be found. All that the guests
have in common is a wicked past they’re unwilling to reveal—and a
secret that will seal their fate.

Classic



Alex and Eliza

Young Alex has arrived as the bearer of bad news for the Schuylers, but
he meets young Eliza, so begins an epic love story that would forever
change the course of American history. You will love Alexander
Hamilton’s back story.

The Mighty Miss Malone

Deza Malone is the smartest girl in her class and destined for good
things until the great depression takes all the jobs for Black men
away. When her father goes missing and her brother runs off to
make his fortune singing, Deza has to hold everything together.

Oliver Twist
The story is of the orphan Oliver Twist, who starts his life in a workhouse and
is then sold into apprenticeship with an undertaker. He escapes from there and
travels to London, where he meets the Artful Dodger, a member of a gang of
juvenile pickpockets led by the elderly criminal Fagin.

Classic
Stepsister
The Cinderella story told from the perspective of the ugly stepsister
who was forced by her mother to cut off her toes to fit in the glass
slipper.

Auslander

When Peter is chosen to leave the orphanage, it seems he has gotten
lucky. His blond hair and blue eyes have pleased the Nazis and they
decide to adopt him as one of their own.

The Ear, The Eye and the Arm

In 2194 in Zimbabwe, General Matsika’s three children are
kidnapped and put to work in a plastic mine while three mutant
detectives use their special abilities to search for them.

House of the Scorpion

Field work, or any menial tasks, are done by "eejits," humans in
whose brain’s computer chips have been installed to insure docility.
Alacran, or El Patron, has lived 140 years with the help of
transplants from a series of clones; one of these clones begins to
understand what is happening and sets out to change things.

Paladin Prophecy

Will has always tried to be average. Don’t get noticed; don’t be too
fast, too smart or someone might notice. Well they do notice and now
his parents are replaced with clones and he has a “scholarship” to an
exclusive boarding school.




Hemingway

Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
Miss Jane Pittman, has lived 110 years and has seen almost everything. Gaines'
novel brings to mind other great works "The Odyssey" for the way his heroine's
travels manage to summarize the American history of her race, and
"Huckleberry Finn" for the clarity of her voice, for her rare capacity to sort
through the mess of years and things to find the one true story in it all.

Classic
Bleachers
Presents a novel about high school football in a small Texas town, a
place in which football has become a religion. Former team mates
recount the events that marked their coach’s career.

The Client
Two brothers witness a suicide in the woods near their house. But before

he died, this assassin for the mob told a teen boy where the bodies were
hidden.

The Old Man and the Sea
An old Cuban fisherman triumphs over a giant marlin, only to have

his prized catch literally eaten away by circling sharks.
Classic

Girl in the Blue Coat

A teen girl goes missing and hasn’t been seen for days. Clearly the
family can’t call the police; she is in hiding from the Nazis. The girl
who sets out to solve the mystery is a girl who trades in black market
supplies. She finds out that she cares about much more than making
a profit.

Flowers for Algernon

A mentally challenged man receives an operation that raises his
intellectual capacity to that of a genius. .
Classic
The Last Thing I Remember series

He has no idea how he got into this basement, why he is strapped
into a chair and who has been torturing him. He can’t even
remember who he is. Concentrate, what is the last thing I
remember?

If We Survive
A mission trip in South America goes wrong when the country
experiences a violent political revolt.

Death Cloud (any in the series)
A young Sherlock Holmes takes on a villain determined to wipe out
the entire British army.



Skullduggery Pleasant

When you inherit a house and a fortune at the age of 14, you should
expect the unexpected. A skeleton knocking on your door and
helping you solve the mystery of your uncle’s murder however is still
surprising to anyone.

When

Maddie’s special ability has never been helpful to her. She knows
when you are going to die. There is a number on everyone’s forehead
and only she sees it. When she decides to intervene and save
someone, she ends up accused of murder.

The Screwtape Letters
A masterpiece of satire. it offers a sly and ironic portrayal of human life and
foibles from the vantage point of Screwtape, a highly placed demon. C.S.
Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters, tell of the devil’s attempt to destroy the
Christian he is assigned to.

Classic
A Corner of the Universe
The summer that Hattie turns twelve, she meets the childlike uncle
she never knew and becomes friends with a girl who works at the
carnival that comes to Hattie’s small town.

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky

On his first night in Alabama a sticky creature shows up in his
bedroom and steals a notebook. In an attempt to wrestle the journal
out of the creature's hands, Tristan punches a tree, accidentally
ripping open a MidPass chasm. Tristan finds himself in the middle of
a battle that has left Black American folk heroes exhausted.

First Date

Imagine a chance to go to prom with the son of the president of the
United States. First you have to get through several rounds of this
reality TV competition. Can she hold on to her faith and beliefs in
the middle of this chaos?

Petey

In 1922 Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an idiot
and institutionalized; sixty years later, still in the institution, he
befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life.

A Monster Calls
The monster that comes in the night promises to tell 3 stories. Once
the stories are told the truth will have to come out. Truly scary.



Patterson

Pennypacker

Reynolds

Akata Witch

As an albino African American Sunny has challenges and special
talents. The story will remind you of Harry Potter but this is a story
of Nigerian folk tales.

The False Princess

Nalia gets a surprise on her 16t birthday; she isn’t really the
princess. She has been used as a stand-in for the real princess her
entire life so that the real princess would be safe from assassination
attempts. Now she is sent away to make room for the real princess.

The Girl in the Castle

Hannah lives in two worlds. In one, she is locked in a psych. Ward
suffering from hallucinations. In the other she lives in the year 1347
and her family is suffering at the hands of the cruel Baron. In one
reality she tries to convince her captors she isn’t crazy she just needs
to get back to her time. In the other world she needs to steal food
from the castle to survive.

Eragon (any in this series)

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon
finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an intricate
tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves,
and monsters.

Scribbler of Dreams

A modern-day Romeo and Juliet meet in high school, unaware that
their families have a long-standing feud. When she discovers the
connection, she is afraid to tell him and lose him.

The Lions’ Run

Lucas is left in an orphanage in France during WWII. He doesn’t
think he is brave or even significant until he finds a way to aid the
resistance.

This Present Darkness

When the fictional town of Ashton runs up against the sinister Omni
Corporation, all hell breaks through — literally. The angels and
demons all around us are fighting for the soul of this town.

The Westing Game

The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an
unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of
his death before they can claim their inheritance.

The Boy in the Black Suit

Matt wears a black suit every day. Not because his mom died—although
she did. But he wears the suit for his gig at the local funeral home, which
pays way better than the Cluck Bucket, and he needs the income since



his dad can’t handle the bills (or anything, really) on his own. Then Matt
meets Lovey and she’s been through more crazy stuff than he can
imagine.

Steinbeck Of Mice and Men
og ﬁ Two men, one large but mentally challenged try to find their

American Dream. A short tale that will stay with you forever.
Classic
Stevenson Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
@ Anticipating modern psychology, Jekyll And Hyde is a brilliantly
1.3 original study of man's dual nature, as well as an immortal tale of
suspense and terror. Dr. Jekyll is a sophisticated man but Mr. Hyde
1s a monster.
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Classic

The Time Machine

A scientist invents a time machine and uses it to travel hundreds of
thousands of years into the future, where he discovers the childlike
Eloi and the hideous underground Morlocks. The Morlocks have

evolved a terrifying trait that horrifies the time traveler.
Classic

Westerfeld Leviathan

The world i1s at war. The war between those who still use machines
and the Darwinists who have created genetically modified animals to
fit every need. Science fiction adventure.

When We Were Lost

Tom Calloway didn't want to go on a field trip to Costa Rica, but
circumstances had him in the back of the plane—which was the only
part that was intact after the crash in the remote South American
wilderness. Tom and a small group of his classmates are fortunate to
be alive, but their luck quickly runs out when some of them fall prey
to the unfamiliar threats of the jungle—animals, reptiles, insects,
and even the unforgiving heat. What does real leadership look like?

Crow

This is a small town where the African American families and the
white families live side by side and are prosperous until the KKK
arrives. Based on true stories about the time before the Jim Crow
laws came to be.

Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp

Alfred certainly didn’t mean to get involved with an ancient sect
dedicated to Excalibur (King Arthur’s sword). But somehow, he has
accidentally gotten on the wrong side of this battle and the bad guys
have sports cars and automatic weapons.

Zentner Goodbye Days
Where are you guys? Text me back. That's the last message Carver

Briggs will ever send his three best friends, Mars, Eli, and Blake. He




never thought that it would lead to their death. Now Carver can’t stop
blaming himself for the accident and even worse, a powerful judge is
pressuring the district attorney to open up a criminal investigation.

In the Wild Light

Two teens living in modern day Appalachia are dealing parents who
are addicts, low expectations and poverty. The sheer genius of a high
school Sophomore, gets them both an offer of a full-ride scholarship
to an elite academy. Can they leave everyone behind, knowing they
might not survive without them?

The Book Thief

When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany.
Liesel, a foster girl with a habit of stealing when she encounters
something she can't resist—books. With the help of her accordion-
playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books
with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement.



