
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author Title 

 

Adams 

 

 

 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
Seconds before Earth is scheduled to be destroyed for a galactic 

freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked from home and thrown into an 

adventure. Humorous and full of crazy aliens 

 

Aveyard 

 

 

Red Queen 
The World is divided by blood. Those with common red blood are 

here to serve those with silver blood who have extraordinary 

powers. 

 

Avi 

 

 

Loyalty 
After the Patriots kill his father, a teenage boy becomes a spy for 

the British in the American Revolution. 

 

Bauer Rules of the Road  
Jenna hones her talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength 

to face her alcoholic father while on an epic road trip. 

 

Benge William Wilberforce: Take up the fight 
The man behind abolition of slavery in England. He fought for 

many years to rid his country of slavery. This is his story.  

                                                                                             Nonfiction 

Berry The Scandalous Sisterhood of Prickwillow Place 
What do you do if the two adults in charge of your strict boarding 

school suddenly die during dinner? You would probably not decide 

to cover it up and pretend nothing happened. But these girls want 

the freedom to solve the murder mystery on their own. 
 

Bornstein 

 

 

Survivors Club 
The True story of the youngest survivor of Auschwitz. 

He was liberated at four years old and lived to return to the town 

that sent him to his death.                           

                                                                                             Nonfiction 

Rising 8th graders, please choose one book that you have never read before and read it 

this summer. Those books which are available on the SORA app are marked with the  

 icon. Choose either fiction or nonfiction. You will complete the Need to Read 

pages and take an A.R. test on the book you choose.  
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Bradbury Something Wicked This Way Comes 
Cooger & Dark’s Pandemonium Shadow show arrive sometime 

after the midnight hour on a chilly October eve, ushering in 

Halloween a week before its time.  

                                                                                           Classic 

Brashares Westfallen 
What would the U.S. be like if we had not won WWII? A group of 

friends that aren’t really friends anymore accidentally change 

reality when they find a radio that can contact the past. 

 

Cameron The Light in Hidden Places 
Based on a true story of a 16-year-old girl in Nazi occupied Poland 

who hides Jews in her home in extreme circumstances. She and 

her young sister are hiding Jews in the midst of Nazi terror. 

 

Card Ender’s Game series 
Once again, the Earth is under attack. Alien “buggers” are poised 

for a final assault. The survival of the human species depends on 

a military genius who can defeat the buggers. But who? Ender 

Wiggin. Brilliant. Ruthless. Child. 

 

Carson 

 

 

 

Gifted Hands 
The story of a boy growing up believing he is the dumbest kid in 

class. How did Ben Carson, the kid no one thought could do 

anything, became a brain surgeon, famous for separating 

conjoined twins? 

                                                                                         Nonfiction 

Carter 

 

 

Not If I Save You First 
It wasn’t Maddie’s choice to live in snow year-round. But her 

father is in the Secret Service who was guarding the President 

when he was nearly assassinated. Now the President’s son needs 

protection and he’s coming to Alaska to hide. 

 

Cass 

 

 

The Selection series 
The selection is a chance to escape the rigid caste system that 

prevents most girls from getting an education. 35 girls will be 

swept up in glittering ball gowns in an elaborate competition to 

marry the Prince. 

 

Chima Warrior Heir series 
Jack was told that he had a heart condition, he has to be diligent 

about taking his medication every day.  When he skips a day, he 

discovers that he is not weak; he is faster and stronger than 

everyone around him. He is soon going to learn that he will need 

those powers for the battle he was born to fight. 
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Cooney Goddess of Yesterday 
The story of Helen of Troy, told from the perspective of a girl who 

is taken by pirates at a young age and has to adapt to new 

situations and new kingdoms to survive. 

 

Cooper 

 

 

Ghost Hawk 
In a test of manhood, he is sent into the woods with nothing but 

his tomahawk and his bow & arrow. If he survives 3 months alone 

he will be a man. Before that happens there will be a murder. 

 

Cruz 

 

 

Alex and Eliza 
The story of when Alexander Hamilton met the young Peggy that 

he would marry. 

Day A World Without Summer: A Volcano Erupts, A Creature 
Awakens, and the Sun Goes Out 
How could one volcano erupting in Indonesia impact the whole 

world? It caused starvation, slavery, and a global catastrophe. On 

the other side of the world people were blaming Benjamin 

Franklin’s lighting rods and sunspots. Even the writing of the 

novel Frankenstein was inspired by the event no one talks about. 

Nonfiction 

Dafoe Robinson Crusoe 
As the sole survivor of a shipwreck, an Englishman lives for 

nearly thirty years on a deserted island. 

                                                                                                 Classic 

Donnelly 

 

 

Stepsister 
The story of Cinderella told from the perspective of the ugly 

stepsister whose mother insisted she cut off her own toes to fit 

into the glass slipper. 

 

Dowswell Auslander 
When Peter is chosen to leave the orphanage, it seems he has 

gotten lucky.  His blond hair and blue eyes have pleased the Nazis 

and they decide to adopt him as one of their own. 

 

Farmer The Ear, The Eye and the Arm 
In 2194 in Zimbabwe, General Matsika’s three children are 

kidnapped and put to work in a plastic mine while three mutant 

detectives use their special abilities to search for them. 

 

Fleming 

 

Family Romanov 
The true story behind Anastasia and what happened to her 

family. Her family was living extravagantly while the Russian 

people starved. But there is much more to the story of the 

Romanovs.  

                                                                                        Nonfiction 
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Gaines 

 

 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman 
  "This is a novel in the guise of the tape-recorded recollections of 

a black woman who has lived 110 years, who has been both a 

slave and a witness to the black militancy of the 1960's” 

                                                                                             Classic 

 

 

Gangsei 

 

 

Zero Day 
Eight years ago, Addie Webster was the victim of the most 

notorious kidnapping of the decade. Her father is president of the 

United States when the president's daughter returns. There are 

those who find her timely return suspicious. 

 

Gidwitz 

 

Max in the House of Spies or  Max in the Land of Lies 
Max is sent away to safety when being Jewish in Berlin starts to 

feel unsafe. He will return but it will be as a spy 

 

Gratz 

 

 

Grenade 
Hideki lives on the island of Okinawa, near Japan. Until he is 

drafted to fight for the Japanese army. He is handed two grenades 

told not to come back until he has killed an American soldier.  
 

Gratz 

 
 

Code of Honor 
An Iranian American teen finds out that his Navy SEAL brother 

is accused of being a terrorist. He knows this can’t be true and it 

is only because he knows his brother so well that he knows he is 

sending coded messages. 

 

Gratz Ground Zero 
Two alternating perspectives: A boy and his father find 

themselves trapped in the Twin Towers on September 11th. A 

soldier fighting in Afghanistan encounters the children of 

Afghanistan. 

 

Grisham Bleachers 
Presents a novel about high school football in a small Texas town, 

a place in which football has become a religion. Former team 

mates recount the events that marked their coach’s career. 

 

Hemingway The Old Man and the Sea 
An old Cuban fisherman triumphs over a giant marlin, only to 

have his prized catch literally eaten away by circling sharks. 

                                                                                              Classic 

Herriot 
 

 

All Creatures Great and Small 
The true stories of a country vet include amusing animal stories  

for the animal lover. 

                                                                                       Nonfiction 

Hesse 

 

Girl in the Blue Coat 
It’s WWII and Hanneke is the person to go to when you need to 

get something from the black market like sugar or meat. She 
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 doesn’t know how to find a missing person. But you can’t go to the 

police when the missing person was a hidden Jew in your pantry. 

 

Hillenbrand 

 

Unbroken (young readers edition) 
The true story of a man who was an olympic runner, WWII pilot, 

POW and survivor. Through his friendship with Billy Grahm, he 

eventually learns to forgive his captors. 

                                                                                          Nonfiction 

Horowitz 

 

Alex Rider series 
Alex has no idea he is being trained in the ways of spycraft until 

his uncle dies. M16 now needJs the help of a teenage boy. 

 

Jarrow Ambushed! The Assassination plot against President Garfield 
A fascinating blend of history, science, and true crime. President 

Garfield was shot after being president for less that 4 months, he 

survived for 80 days.  

                                                                                            Nonfiction 

Kadahota 

 

Cracker! The Best Dog in Vietnam 
Cracker goes from being a pet to being a valuable asset in the 

Vietnam war. His canine senses allow him to save lives. This is 

not a dead dog book. 

 

Klavan The Last Thing I Remember series 
He has no idea how he got into this basement, why he is strapped 

into a chair and who has been torturing him.  He can’t even 

remember who he is.  Concentrate, what is the last thing I 

remember? 

 

Klavan If We Survive 
A mission trip in South America goes wrong when the country 

experiences a violent political revolt. 

 

Klavan Nightmare City 
He’s been shot! Everything is dark and murky and confusing in this 
coma dream. But who shot him and why? His brain refused to come 
out of the coma until he solves it for himself. 

 

Landy Skullduggery Pleasant 
When you inherit a house and a fortune at the age of 14, you 

should expect the unexpected.  A skeleton knocking on your door 

and helping you solve the mystery of your uncle’s murder however 

is still surprising to anyone. A humorous mystery. 

 

Lane 

 

 

Death Cloud (any in series) 
Young Sherlock Holmes is on Spring break from his boarding 

school when he accidentally finds his first dead body. He takes on 

a mystery and a villain determined to wipe out the British army. 
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Laurie When 
For her entire life, Maddie has seen a number on everyone she 

meets. That number is the date of her death, but she doesn’t know 

if she can use that information to help or will it just get her in 

trouble? 

 

Levine The Lions of Little Rock 
A story of friendship set in Little Rock AR, the year after school 

integration. A shy girl finally makes a good friend but that friend 

disappears one day. 

 

Lubar Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie 
Surprise! You’re about to start your freshman year and your 

mother announces that she is going to have a baby. Scott has 

always been an only child, which is why he has no one to give him 

advice about girls, grades, bullies, etc. He starts keeping hilarious 

notes for his little sibling. 

 

Marrin A Time of Fear 
A Time of Fear is fascinating account of Lenin, Stalin and the Red 

Scare in the United States. Tales of spies and conspiracies aren’t 

always fictional. 

       Nonfiction 

Martin A Corner of the Universe 
The summer that Hattie turns twelve, she meets the childlike 

uncle she never knew and becomes friends with a girl who works 

at the carnival that comes to Hattie’s small town.  

 

McCormick 
 

 

The Plot to Kill Hitler 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor and pacifist who decides that the 

most moral option is to attempt to kill Hitler. 

                                                                                            Nonfiction 

McGee First Date 
Imagine a chance to go to prom with the son of the president of 

the United States.  In this reality TV competition, can she hold on 

to her faith and beliefs in the middle of this chaos? 

 

McNeal 

 

 

Far Far Away 
There is evil in the town of Never Better. The ghost knows it and 

wants to get Jeremy safely away. But his father won’t even leave 

the house and the pretty girl next door suddenly wants to go on 

adventures together. 

 

Meyer 

 

 

Cinder 
Cinderella meets science fiction. There is a prince and an orphan 

but the lost slipper is her cyborg leg. 
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Mikaelson Petey  
In 1922 Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an idiot 

and institutionalized; 60 years later, still in the institution, he 

befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life.  

 

Mikaelson 

 

 

Touching Spirit Bear 
The choice was prison or tribal justice. He beat up a classmate 

badly enough to require hospitalization. He opts for the year of 

isolation on an island but he is no less angry. 

 

Millington Olivetti 
Life as a typewriter is not easy. You know everything but can’t tell 

anyone. When a devoted mother suddenly goes missing and the 

typewriter ends up in a pawn shop, you know there will be a 

mystery to solve. 

 

Morpurgo 

 

 

War Horse 
WWI, and Joey is sold to the cavalry and shipped to France. He's 

soon caught up in enemy fire, and fate takes him on an odyssey, 

serving on both sides before finding himself in no man's land.  

 

Ness A Monster Calls 
The monster that comes in the night promises to tell 3 stories.  

Once the stories are told the truth will have to come out.  Truly 

scary. 

 

Oakes 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 
This is not the story of the Wonderland we know. Alice has not 

fallen down a rabbit hole. This is a Wonderland where beneath 

each smile lies a secret, each tart comes with a demand, and only 

prisoners tell the truth. 

 

 

O’Neal 

The False Princess 
Nalia gets a surprise on her 16th birthday; she isn’t really the 

princess.  She has been used as a stand-in for the real princess 

her entire life so that the real princess would be safe from 

assassination attempts.   

 

O’Reilly 
 

 

Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination that Changed 
America 
Beginning with the end of the Civil War and with details about 

the assassination that shocked America 

                                                                                             Nonfiction 

Paolini Eragon series 

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called 

Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an 

intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with 

dragons, elves, and monsters. 
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Park When My Name Was Keoko 
Korea is under Japanese occupation, the children study Japanese, 

their own language, their flag, even their names, are all part of 

Korea now forbidden. When WWII comes to Korea, Sun-hee is 

surprised that the Japanese expect their Korean subjects to fight 

on their side. But Sun-hee’s family are aiding the Korean 

resistance.  

 

Park Long Walk to Water 
The Sudanese civil war in 1985 separates Salva from his family. 

He and other refugees must walk through the Sudan, Ethiopia, 

and Kenya to find safety. Based on a true story. Read only if you 

are taking summer ETHOS American History 8. 

 

Patterson Maximum Ride: Angel Experiment series 

A group of kids, not born but created in a lab are the result of a 

secret government experiment.  All of the kids have working 

wings.  What they don’t have is anyone who is looking out for 

them.  They are tested and prodded until the day they escape.  

 

Pearson Scribbler of Dreams 
A modern-day Romeo and Juliet meet in high school, unaware 

that their families have a long-standing feud.  When she discovers 

the connection, she is afraid to tell him and lose him. 

 

Pennypacker The Lions’ Run 
A boy in a French orphanage finds the courage to defy the Nazis 

and rescue a horse, a baby, kittens, and himself. 

 

Peretti This Present Darkness 
When the fictional town of Ashton runs up against the sinister 

Omni Corporation, all hell breaks through – literally. The angels 

and demons all around us are fighting for the soul of this town. 

 

Philbrick Freak the Mighty  
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his 

new friend Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not 

his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces they make 

a powerful team.  

 

Pratchett 

 
 

Nation 
13 old Mau is the only survivor of the giant wave. He’s alone on his 

island home until somewhere in the jungle, a girl from the other side 

of the globe is the sole survivor of a ship destroyed by the same wave.  
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Rallison My Fair Godmother 
When your fairy godmother forgets about you because she has 

gone shoe shopping, you know you have trouble. Cute, funny story 

of a girl who really needs to find her prince. 

 

Rasking The Westing Game 
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together 

an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the 

circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance. 

 

Ryan Echo 
Musical talent and difficult circumstances are all these four teens 

have in common. It’s a little history, a little magic and all 

fabulous. 

 

Salisbury 

 

 

Hunt for the Bamboo Rat 
If you like action and suspense, this one’s for you. Recruited to spy 

on the Japanese when he was only 17 because his Japanese and 

English are excellent. He will have to live among them in the 

Philippines and the Army will deny they ever sent him. 

 

Sanderson The Rithmatist 
Joel wants to learn to battle the two dimensional creatures that 

are threatening life on earth. The training involves strategy and 

courage.  

 

Santos 

 

Connect the Stars 
Four kids have to navigate the desert together. Each of them have 

an unusual trait that makes friendship difficult but the challenges 

they face might make it necessary. 

 

Sepetys 

 

 

Between Shades of Gray (Also called Ashes in the Snow) 
15-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl. Soviet officers separate her 

from her father and force her into a Siberian work camp, where 

they fight for their lives. Risking everything, she puts clues in her 

drawings of their location, hoping to reach her father. 

 

Sepetys 

 

 

The Bletchley Riddle 
A mystery set in the middle of Bletchley Park where the WWII 

code breakers were working to defeat the Nazis. 

 

Sheinkin 

 

 

Undefeated 
Super athlete Jim Thorpe was a football player at the inception of 

the sport, he also played MLB and medaled in the Olympics. His 

story is also the story of how Native Americans were treated 100 

years ago. 

 

                                                                                             Nonfiction 
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Sonnenblick Notes from the Midnight Driver 
Some things just don’t mix, like alcohol, driving and a teenage boy 

angry about his parent’s divorce.   Alex has to explain to a judge 

why he did so many stupid things in one evening and the judge is 

not impressed. 

 

Stevenson Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Anticipating modern psychology, Jekyll And Hyde is a brilliantly 

original study of man's dual nature, as well as an immortal tale of 

suspense and terror. Dr. Jekyll is a sophisticated man but Mr. 

Hyde is a monster. 

                                                                                                 Classic 

Taylor The Paper Girl of Paris 
Alice inherits an apartment in Paris when she is only 16.  The 

home has been locked for more than seventy years. When she 

travels to Paris she learns that there are family secrets locked 

inside from the time when her grandmother was associating with 

Nazis. 

 

Twain 
 

 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
“Tom Sawyer can't seem to resist a good adventure! From finding 

a treasure of gold coins, to whitewashing a fence, to escaping the 

evil Injun Joe, Tom is always off on a thrilling escapade. Prepare 

for laughter and action with high-spirited Tom Sawyer!” 

                                                                                                Classic 

Westerfeld Leviathan 
The world is at war.  The war between those who still use 

machines and the Darwinists who have created genetically 

modified animals to fit every need. 

 

Wolk Candle Island 
A mother and daughter spend the summer on an island to escape 

the reporters that are always wanting interviews. The summer 

will hold many secrets. 

 

Zusak The Book Thief 
Death himself tells the story of a girl learning to read during 

WWII. Liesel is the girl that continued to choose for herself in 

spite of book burnings, cruelty and restrictions. 

 


