
Summer of 2026 
Awesome Rising 8th Graders, read one book from this list that you 

have never read before. Take an AR test as part of the optional 

Summer Reading Challenge 

 

 

Challenges 

Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future (Young Readers’ edition) 

 by Ashlee Vance 

Gifted Hands by Carson M.D.  

Grand Escape by Neal Bascomb 

Harriet Tubman by Benge 

Hidden Figures: Young Reader’s Edition by Shetterley  

I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives  

by Caitlin Alifirenka & Martin Ganda 

      Just Mercy (Young Adult Adaptation) by Brian Stevenson 

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 

Marie Curie: A Photographic Story of a Life by Cobb 

Omnivore’s Dilemma: The Secrets Behind What you Eat  

(Young Reader’s Edition) by Michael Pollan 

Rocket Boys also called October Sky by Homer Hickam, Jr. 

Neil Armstrong: One Giant Leap for Mankind by Dixon-Engel 

Shoe Dog: Young Readers Edition by Phil Knight 
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Animal Lovers 

All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot 

Navy Seal Dogs: My Tale of Training Canines for Combat  

by Michael Ritland 

No Better Friend: A Man, a Dog, And their Incredible True Story 

 of Friendship and Survival in WWII by Robert Weintraub 

 

War 
Band of Brothers: E Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne From 

 Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest by Stephen Ambrose 

Courage and Defiance: Stories of Spies, Saboteurs, and Survivors in  

WWII Denmark by Deborah Hopkinson 

Sabotage: The Mission to Destroy Hitler’s Atomic Bomb 

     By Neal Bascomb 

Dive!: World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific 

By Deborah Hopkinson 

Endless Steppe by Esther Hautzit 

Flag of Our Fathers: Heroes of Iwo Jima by James Bradley 

Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-Old GI  

by Ryan Smithson 

Good Brother Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth & John 

 Wilkes Booth by James Giblin 

Guts & Glory: The American Civil War by Ben Thompson 

Guts & Glory: The American Revolution by Ben Thompson 

Guts & Glory: WWII by Ben Thompson 

I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives 
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 by Alifirenka and Ganda 

Nazi Hunters by Neal Bascomb 

Over a Thousand Hills I walk with You by Hanna Jansen 

Surviving Hitler by Warren 

Unbroken: Young Adult Adaptation is preferred Olympian’s Journey 

 from Airman to Castaway to Captive by Laura Hillenbrand  

    Warrior’s Heart by Greitens 

 

History 
Boy on the Wooden Box by Leyson 

 

Corrie Ten Boom: Keeper of the Angel’s Den by Benge  

 

Guts & Glory: The Vikings by Ben Thompson 

 

Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American Incarceration 

     during WWII and a Librarian who made a Difference by Oppenheim  

The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion & The Fall of Imperial Russia 

 by Candace Fleming 

Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom by Catherine Clinton 

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom 

Irena’s Children (Young Readers’ edition) by Farrell & Mazzeo 

Isaac the Alchemist by Mary Losure 

Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination that Changed  

America Forever by Bill O’Reilly 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History 

     of the Vietnam War by Steve Sheinkin 

Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass by Douglass 

The Notorious Benedict Arnold by Steve Sheinkin 

Survivors Club: The True Story of a Very Young Prisoner of Auschwitz 

Ethos Only 
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By Michael Bornstein 

Uprooted: The Japanese American Experience During World War II  

by Albert Marrin 

    The Wright Brothers by David McCullough 

 

Sports 
 

The Blind Side by Michael Lewis 

Coming Back Stronger: Unleashing the Hidden Power of 

 Adversity by Drew Brees 

Friday Night Lights: A Town, A Team, and a Dream 

 by H.G. Bissinger 

Jackie Robinson: Champion for Equality by Teitelbaum  

No Excuses: The True Story of a Congenital Amputee Who Became 

 a Champion in Wrestling and in Life by Kyle Maynard 

No Summit Out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person 

 to climb the Seven Summits by Jordan Romero 

Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team that Changed  

a Town by Warren St. John 

Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell 

Strong Inside (young readers’ edition) by Andrew Maraniss 

Throwing Strikes: My Quest for Truth and the Perfect Knuckleball  

 by R.A. Dickey 

Undefeated by Steve Sheinkin  

 

 

           

Summer Reading Challenge! If you read a starred book, you may complete your 

biography project AND take the AR test. It counts as the nonfiction book of the Summer 

Reading Challenge and your Biography choice. 


