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Dear Cliffwood Families,

We hope you enjoyed some special family time at our recent

Literacy BINGO Night! It was wonderful to see so many Cliffwood

families coming together for a fun evening. A huge thank you to our

teachers for organizing such a meaningful event and thoughtfully

tying in literacy with engaging books and themed baskets.

We are incredibly proud of our students for their hard work on last

week’s NJSLA-A Reading and Writing assessments. This week, they

will take the Math portion. Be sure to check out the signs displayed

throughout the hallways, created by fellow Cliffwood students, to show support and

encouragement!

This coming week is Teacher Appreciation Week. Thank you to our amazing Cliffwood PTO and

families for organizing lunches and thoughtful collections for our staff. Our teachers and staff are

truly exceptional, their dedication, passion, and commitment to our students and families are

evident every single day. I feel fortunate to work alongside such an incredible team!

Dates to Remember:

Connected But Cautious: A Guardian’s Guide to Screen Time – Free workshop for families

(see details below)

Kindergarten Information Session – Wednesday, May 20 at 6:30 PM

Fun Day – Friday, May 22

Wishing everyone a wonderful week ahead!

https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLulNFrj7VOFcXIMNfTsQcWbNnl4D70eG0b6QDZcd5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZsQBo-JHFYap4WlAlrl7s6zV-OZede-koE4lIkKk-Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGv8qs9z7M/RREiGkq7A1MXaKaUQJV2xQ/view?utm_content=DAGv8qs9z7M&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h9703293ac8
https://youtu.be/GeW_HcG8gUQ?feature=shared
https://secure.smore.com/n/83se7
https://secure.smore.com/n/62qvky
https://secure.smore.com/n/gyb2m
https://secure.smore.com/n/f3avh
https://secure.smore.com/n/ahf40
https://secure.smore.com/n/waf8p-cliffwood-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/1fwvg
https://secure.smore.com/n/aqhw0
https://secure.smore.com/n/pnstu
https://secure.smore.com/n/5bw7z-cliffwood-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/pbywe
https://secure.smore.com/n/8ygc9
https://secure.smore.com/n/zpca4
https://secure.smore.com/n/cdpqb
https://app.smore.com/n/pejws
https://app.smore.com/n/qg3mr
https://app.smore.com/n/eka8v
https://app.smore.com/n/60ks2
https://app.smore.com/n/pe9sjb
https://app.smore.com/n/68rfp
https://app.smore.com/n/rw346u
https://app.smore.com/n/4pcus
https://app.smore.com/n/rz4xje
https://app.smore.com/n/ku6em
https://app.smore.com/n/d58f7
https://app.smore.com/n/a89xy
https://app.smore.com/n/c0q92
https://app.smore.com/n/4fkq6
https://app.smore.com/n/n2tzu
https://app.smore.com/n/2zp98
https://app.smore.com/n/zj0wx
https://app.smore.com/n/fv5sj
https://app.smore.com/n/z5p4h
https://app.smore.com/n/e70zt


On Bus Appreciation Day, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our incredible bus drivers for the care,

patience, and dedication they show our students each and every day. They are often the first and

last smile our children see, and their commitment to safety and kindness never goes unnoticed.

While we celebrate them today, they truly deserve our appreciation all year long.





We are so proud of our 3rd graders, they absolutely crushed the NJSLA-A Reading and Writing

assessments last week! Be sure to check out the amazing signs our Cliffwood students created to

cheer on their classmates! This week, students will be taking the Math portion of the assessment.

Please help set them up for success by ensuring they are present and arrive on time each day

(unless they are sick). Thank you for your continued support!





Cliffwood’s Literacy BINGO Night was a wonderful success, bringing our families together for a fun

evening of a favorite game. Our teachers did an incredible job weaving literacy into every part of

the event, from sharing engaging books with students to creating thoughtful, literacy-themed

baskets. It was a great night filled with excitement, connection, and a shared love of family time

and reading!













Our PreK students had a wonderful time on their trip to Main Street in Matawan, where they visited

the local post office, library, donut shop, and more. This hands-on experience brought their

classroom learning to life, helping them make meaningful real-world connections. It was a fun and

engaging way to explore their community while reinforcing important concepts they’ve been

learning in school.













Connected But Cautious: A Guardian's Guide to Screen Time for Preschoolers Through Fifth Grade

This presentation, through Preferred Behavioral Health, provides caregivers with practical,

research-informed guidance on managing yuor children’s screen use. It explores what screen time

is, recommended limits by age, and the developmenatl impacts of excessive or low-quality media

exposure, including effects on sleep, behavior, speech, and social interaction. The presentation

also highlights the importance of high quality, supervised content and offers actionable strategies

such as setting time limits, creating screen-free zones, modeling healthy digital habits, and

encouraging alternative activities that support healthy development.

REGISTER HERE

The Matawan Aberdeen Ed Foundation is running their 3rd annual ‘Thank a Teacher’ fundraiser to

support grant funding for the 2026-2027 school year. (This year MAEF awarded over $11,000 in

grants to the MARSD schools (https://www.maefgrants.org/grants) The fundraiser asks for

community donations along with a note of appreciation to teachers. The teacher(s) with the

highest amounts donated in their name receive mini-grants for their classrooms. To participate,

complete this Google form (or see the flyer for more information)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdkJwirUa8VwMGcp8-BceqxR-OjXRHrJtpfjg6B6rdQDKEpAg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.maefgrants.org/grants
http://forms.gle/nm42FuJrhDcS1A1MA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nib2Y25F3XfAUbEqeOnW5I5ONL9BztSJ/view?usp=sharing


Our 3rd grade students will be participating in the NJSLA-A state

testing on the following dates:

Tuesday, April 28 & Wednesday, April 29 – Reading

Thursday, April 30 – Writing

Tuesday, May 5 & Wednesday, May 6 – Math

Please mark these important dates on your calendar. It is essential

that 3rd grade students are present and on time each day of testing. We kindly ask that you try to

avoid scheduling doctor or dental appointments on these dates whenever possible.

Being on time each day is always important, but especially during testing days, as it helps students

feel prepared and ready to do their best.

Thank you for your continued support at home, we truly appreciate it!









We’re excited to share that the Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District currently has several

openings, and we would love your help in spreading the word! These are wonderful opportunities to

be part of our district and make a difference in the lives of our outstanding students.

We are looking for:

Substitute School Bus/Van Drivers

Substitute Transportation Assistants

Substitute Classroom Teachers

Substitute Instructional Assistants

Substitute Nurses (Please email smoore@marsd.org)

If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please visit this website to apply: Applitrack.

To apply for Substitute Classroom Teacher and/or Substitute Instructional Assistant positions,

please use this link: ESS

Come join our wonderful district and be part of the team that supports our students each and every

day!

Cliffwood School Website

Instagram: @cliffwood_elementary

Facebook: Cliffwood School PTO Parent Page

The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act requires that the week beginning with the first Monday in

October of each year be recognized as the Week of Respect in the state of NJ. Students and staff

are encouraged to participate in the Week of Respect!

The 2025-2026 Meal Applications are to be completed electronically this year. This will be done

through Genesis link: Parent Portal.

Families who wish to complete paper applications can request a copy of the application packet.

They will also be available at Back To School Night.

Maschio's is our Food Service Company this school year. Below are POC's for your use as needed.

Lauren Dyer, On-Site Director, ldyer@maschiofood.com, 732-705-5326

Sarah Engst, Area Supervisor, sengst@maschiofood.com

https://www.applitrack.com/marsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?all=1
https://ess.com/apply/
https://cles.marsd.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cliffwood_elementary
https://parents.c1.genesisedu.net/marsd/sis/view?gohome=true
mailto:ldyer@maschiofood.com
mailto:sengst@maschiofood.com




The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"

absence; these reasons are listed below.

1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved

religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).

2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.

3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.

4. Take Our Children to Work Day.

5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.

6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the

receiving school.

Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and

well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when

students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and

every school day counts!



Teacher Appreciation Week is May 4–8!

The teachers at Cliffwood School consistently go above and beyond for our students, giving their

best each and every day. We are so grateful for the dedication, passion, and care they bring to our

students and our school community. Let’s come together to show them how much we appreciate

all that they do!





Dave & Buster's Power Cards Fundraiser

Purchase Dave & Buster's Power Cards Supporting Cliffwood PTO!

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-

campaigns

The Cliffwood PTO is already planning some exciting events for the

rest of the school year, and we'd love YOUR help! Whether you have

just a little time to give or want to take on a bigger role, there's a

place for you!

By joining a committee, you can:

-Help plan and organize fun events for our students and families

-Lend a hand during events (set up, run activities, or clean up!)

-Share ideas and talents to make our school community even

stronger

You can choose your level of involvement-every bit of help makes a big difference!

We're looking to create committees for:

-Winter Festival

-3rd Grade End of Year Events

-Fun Day

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns


If you're interested in joining a committee or just want to learn more, please fill out our volunteer

form or reach out to CliffwoodPTO422@gmail.com

Let's make this year amazing, together!

Volunteer Interest Form

The Cliffwood PTO created an email address for all yearbook

photos that they want to share with all families and staff so that

they can send all pictures from events this year or any photos they

take in their classrooms. The email is

CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com.

Be sure to sign up for Box Tops for Education and scan receipts to

earn rewards for Cliffwood School!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScy-PYKClOmuMEwT0DdYf_ZkjFyDv5JnTWxy5K0OOSgaSFlmA/viewform?fbclid=IwVERDUANy8MRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsAaCzjdhQGX1Tu1OPu-vGyBjbaUgkHtrglf9fcWcvB4F03agQ9FdN6jxgkh_aem_iY6QJ6nu14xN265pUT0nYQ
mailto:CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com


5/5 - NJSLA Testing (Math) for 3rd Grade Students

5/6 - NJSLA Testing (Math) for 3rd Grade Students

5/6 & 5/7- PTO Plant Sale

5/18- Connection But Cautious Workshop 6:15 PM

5/20- Kindergarten Information Session 6:30 PM

5/22-Fun Day & Early Dismissal Day

5/25- School Closed Memorial Day

5/27- Cliffwood PTO Mtg 5:00 PM in the Cafeteria

5/27- Star Student & Attendance Ceremony 6:00 PM in the Cafeteria



Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

