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Why a Roadmap?

• To provide guidance to schools, districts, 
and counties on research-based 
approaches to support and embrace 
English learners

• To ensure that all English learners have 
access to a twenty-first century education 
and feel welcome and supported at school

• To ensure that the parents of English 
learners are welcomed and embraced as 
assets to the school and district
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The CA EL Roadmap Defined

The California English Learner 
Roadmap: Strengthening 
Comprehensive Educational Policies, 
Programs, and Practices for English 
Learners (CA EL Roadmap)

–State Board Policy
–Guidance Document
–Web-based Resources
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Vision
English learners fully and 
meaningfully access and 
participate in a twenty-first 
century education from early 
childhood through grade twelve 
that results in their attaining high 
levels of English proficiency, 
mastery of grade level standards, 
and opportunities to develop 
proficiency in multiple languages.
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Mission

California schools affirm, welcome, 
and respond to a diverse range of 
English learner strengths, needs, 
and identities. California schools 
prepare graduates with the linguistic, 
academic, and social skills and 
competencies they require for 
college, career and civic 
participation in a global, diverse, and 
multilingual world, thus ensuring a 
thriving future for California.
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Four Interrelated Principles
• Principle One: Assets-Oriented and Needs-Responsive Schools

• Principle Two: Intellectual Quality of Instruction and Meaningful 
Access

• Principle Three: System Conditions that Support Effectiveness

• Principle Four: Alignment and Articulation Within and Across 
Systems
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Four Interrelated Principles
• Principal Three: SYSTEM CONDITIONS THAT SUPPORT 

EFFECTIVENESS
- Indicators:

- Bilingual teachers are provided professional development in 
the primary language focused on delivery of content in the 
target language.

- Teachers are given resources to understand the language 
systems of their students and recognize cross-language 
connections.

- Walkthroughs and instructional rounds include a lens of good 
practice for ELs. 8



K-2:  (Guiding question) How might we measure and 
align among schools the genre per trimester: ie: 1 
narrative; 2 informational;  3 opinion?

1. Narrative (1st Trimester)- mentor text, anchor 
charts, writing walls, word wall, rubrics, writing 
folders 3/6

2. Informational  (2nd Trimester) *mentor text, 
anchor charts, writing walls, word wall, rubrics, 
writing folders 4/6

Highlights: TK-2- Round 2
● Genre Anchor chart 
● Checklist
● Student work is celebrated

Mentor texts with anchor charts for content and writing

Kinder word wall

Signal words for genre writing

TK writing samples



Round 2 
Highlights: TK-2
● Checklist
● Graphic organizers 
● GLAD  process grid
● Cluster map

K-2 Graphic Organizers

(Guiding question)  Can we implement writing tools to teach and organize student 
writing?

1.  Student checklist for informative writing (In grades K, 1, and 2)

1. Use graphic organizers for student writing organization 2/6

Student Graphic Organizers



Round 2 Highlights: 3-5
● Sentence frames
● Genre anchor chart
● Sentence pattern chart

Explicit Genre Instruction

(Writing Format )

1. Text Structure (Chronological order, Compare/Contrast, 
Descriptive, Cause/Effect, Problem/Solution)

1.  Writing Genres (opinion, expository, narrative)

Students illustrate the beginning, middle and end of their small 
moment prior to writing their first draft. 



Text  structure by genre 
instruction



Sentence patterning chart/ sentence frames



Vocabulary frontloading related 
to  writing



Orally Sharing Writing With Peers (conferring or 
revising)

3rd grade                                                           2nd Grade



Oral Rehearsal Before Writing

KIndergarten



Student Writing Practice With Genre in English and 
Spanish

4th grade interactive writing
5th grade interactive writing guided practice



Anchor Chart With Explicit Writing Genre 
Instruction

Second Grade                                    Third Grade         Fourth Grade                     



Questionss?
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Give Us Your Opinion
Scan Here
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EL Roadmap # 1: 
Assets-Oriented and 
Needs-Responsive Schools


