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Summer of 2026

Awesome Rising 7" Graders, read one book from this list that you
have never read before. Take an AR test as part of the optional

Summer Reading Challenge

History
Abraham Lincoln: The Making of America by Kanefield *
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Alexander Hamilton: The Making of America by Kanefield = %
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Andrew Jackson: The Making of America by Kanefield
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Anne Frank and the Children of the Holocaust by Carol Ann Lee

Battle of the Bulge by Atkinson

Benjamin Franklin: A Photographic Story of a life by Krensky

The Boy’s War: Union and Confederate Soldiers Talk about the Civil War
by Jim Murphy

Boys who Challenged Hitler by Hoose

Clara Barton: Photographic Story of a Life by Krensky *
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Counting Coup.: Becoming a Crow Chief 33
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by Joseph Medicine Crow



Summer 2026

Rising 7t Grader
Courage & Defiance by Deborah Hopkinson

D-Day by Atkinson

Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American

Incarceration during WWII by Joanne Oppenheim

Escape to Freedom: 10 True Tales by Paul Zullo

Fallout: Spies, Superbombs, and the Ultimate Coldwar Showdown
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By Steve Sheinkin

FBI Heroes: 10 True Tales by Paul Zullo
A Girl Named Faithful Plum by Richard Bernstein L

Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination that Changed

America Forever by Bill O’Reilly

George Washington Carver: From Slave to Scientist

By Janet Benge = TWO ‘g
MISERABLE [
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Good Brother Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth & John A
Wilkes Booth by James Giblin

Harriet Tubman: Freedombound by Benge *

Hidden Figures (young Readers’ edition) by Margot Shetterly
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Irena’s Children (Young Readers’ edition) by Farrell & Mazzeo

Parallel Journeys by Eleanor Ayer

The Plot to Kill Hitler by McCormick




Summer 2026

Rising 7t Grader

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution
By Ji-Li Jiang

Stubby the War Dog by Bausum

Susan B. Anthony: The Making of America by Kanefield

Tecumseh: Shooting Star of the Shawnee by Dwight Zimmerman *

Two Miserable Presidents: Everything your Schoolbooks
Didn’t Tell you about the Civil War by Steve Sheinkin

WWII Guts & Glory by Thompson

WWII Heroes: 10 True Tales by Paul Zullo

Science Lovers

All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot

American Murderer by Gail Jarrow

Seeds of Discovery by Lori Alexander *

ERIC SCHLOSSER ¢ Chanies Witson

Blood, Bullets, and Bones: The Story of Forensic Science from

Sherlock Holmes to DNA by Bridget Heos
Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to Know about Fast

Food by Eric Schlosser

Florence Nightingale by Kitson Jazynka *

The Frog Scientist by Pamela Turner /=
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The Great White Shark Scientist by Montgomery * 16 o \'

STEVEN JOHNSON



Summer 2026

Rising 7t Grader
How we got to Now by Johnson

Navy SEAL Dogs by Michael Ritland

Onward: African American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson

By Dolores Johnson
Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whale Ship Essex

by Nathaniel Philbrick

Women in Science by Ignotofsky

Sports
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Big World: A Girl’s Own Adventure by Claire Brownsworth
Chasing Space (young readers’ edition) by Leland Melvin

Coming Back Stronger: Unleashing the Hidden Power of Adversity

by Drew Brees
No Summit Out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to Climb

the Seven Summits by Jordan Romero

Outcasts United.: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team that Changed

a Town by Warren St. John
Strong Inside (Young Readers’ edition) by Andrew Maraniss

Through My Eyes by Tim Tebow

ANDREW MARANISS




Summer 2026

Real Life Adventures

Blizzard by Jim Murphy

Brown Girl Dreaming by Woodson

Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future by Vance

Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story by Ben Carson *

The Great Fire by Murphy

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom

I am Malala: Young Reader’s Edition by Yousafzai & McCormick

I am Seal Team Six Warrior by Howard Wasdin

Jim Elliot: One Great Purpose by Benge

Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in Sudan by John Dul Dau

Nate Saint: On a Wing and a Prayer by Benge

Unbroken: An Olympian’s Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive
(Young Adult Adaptation)

The Warrior’s Heart: Becoming a Man of Compassion and Courage

by Eric Greitens

If you choose a book that is also on the 7" Grade Biography list you can
take an AR test on the book, complete the biography project and count
it toward the Summer Reading Challenge as well



