Need to Read

Student name

Title of Book Author

Pages_____to______ Meet the characters

Date Introduce 3
Characters

For each character,
give 3 facts.
Use complete 2.

sentences.

Example: Paul
Smith is 14 years
old, afraid of his
brother, and just
moved to a new

school.

Where When Why

List places, times and motivations that are discovered in the first 50 pages -

Pages . to______ Character of the character

Date | Give an example of something a character does that shows .
what sort of person they are. Give the page # for your example.
— | Thisis not the place for objective facts. Who are they on the inside?

Use words
like:
creative
dishonest Add characters as you meet them
generous
fair-minded Give names Name:
greedy &
arrogant nicknames
brave Who are they?
humble Related to
ambitious examples: | Related to:
Curious
Selfish ioe’i

i1 .
gﬁilg:gltatic e Event or action they are a part of
Intelligent Afls
Jealous teammate
Shy :

page # Police at

Eearflul scene of
1 On? y crime
oya




Pages _to__ Problems

Date

What problems do you see a main character facing? Write 3 complete

sentences explaining the problem(s). Give the page where you first see the problem.

Is he/she
afraid of
something?

Do they lack
money,
information,
or friends?

Is there
conflict
between
characters?

Are they in
abad
situation?

Are they
trying to
accomplish
something
difficult?

page#___

Date

Pages___ to__ Question & Predict

Ask a question. What do you want to know about the people or
plot that you don’t yet know?

Make a prediction. What do you think will happen to the main

character?

Add characters as you meet them

Name:

Who are they?

Related to:

Event or action they are a part of

Add characters as you meet them

Name:

Who are they?

Related to:

Event or action they are a part of

Add characters as you meet them

Name:

Who are they?

Related to:

Event or action they are a part of




Date

Date

Pages_____to____ Relate

Pick something from the book that relates to your life or your world.
It could be a problem, a character trait, a situation, or an event.
Explain what happened in the book and why it relates to something
you have experienced in your life.

Pages to Update

choose 2 of the characters you listed in box 1, and update what you know
about them.

1. Name

2.Name

Add characters as you meet them

Name:

Who are they?

Related to:

Event or action they are a part of

Add characters as you meet them

Name:

Who are they?

Related to:

Event or action they are a part of

Add characters as you meet them

Name:

Who are they?

Related to:

Event or action they are a part of




Date

Date

Pages_____to______ Write two A.R. style questions

Question #1

Right answer:

Page # for right answer 1. |

Wrong answer:

Wrong answer:

Question #2

Your 2 questions can come from
anywhere in the pages you have read so
far. Make sure the wrong answers are
definitely wrong. The wrong answers
should sound reasonable.

Right answer:

Page # for right answer 2. |

Wrong answer:

Wrong answer:

Pages______totheend Resolving your questions

How has the main problem of the book been resolved?

Answer the question you asked in box 4. If you didn’t get your

answer, write something that surprised you about a character.

Draw an object that is
important to the story

Page # where object is mentioned___

Why is this object important to the story?

You Finished! Congratulations

W W W W OW W W W W W

For my next book, | want it to be ...




Instructions for working with the Need to Read pages

The purpose of Need to Read is to help you engage with what you are reading. Learn to ask yourself questions and
remember relevant facts and ideas so that you will increase reading comprehension as you read. Begin by selecting
the book you will be reading. Make sure it is a book you have never read.

Set up Pages

Look at the book and see how many pages it has. Divide that number by 8. If it does not divide evenly round up.
Example: 357 divided by 8 is 44.625 so the number I will use is 45. Go to the Need to Read form and fill in the pages
for the 8 sections. In my example they would be 1-45, 46-90, 91-135, 136-180, 181-225, 226-270, 271-315, 316-the end.
As you read, fill in the sections as you get to those page # milestones. You don’t have to stop reading at those pages
but do get them filled in the same day. Give the date when you filled in the box.

Add characters as you meet them

As you are reading you will likely meet additional characters. At any point in the book when a new character
appears, jot down their name in the character box. If they have more than one name (nicknames, alias, etc.) write
them all down. It will help you tremendously to know how the new character fits into the story, so you aren’t later on
trying to remember who that is. Help yourself out here by noting how they relate and what action or event they were a
part of.

Where When Why

Fill in this section as you first find locations/setting, times/when, and motivations of characters. For some
books, it is possible you won’t have all three, if so, give two different motivations or two different locations.

Box 2

A person’s actions are often the best way to discover their true character. Choose a character and describe
something they have done that reveals who they are on the inside. The first two or three sentences will be a
description of what the character did. The next sentence or two will be your conclusion about their character. You are
not looking for objective facts about them like they are an only child or they are an athlete. Are they greedy? Curious?
Shy? Dishonest? Brave? Respectful? Self-centered? Patient? Look for character traits.

Box 5

By this point in the book, you will have found something that reminds you of your own life. It might be a
character who reminds you of someone you know, a situation that you can relate to, or an event that is similar to
something in your life. Explain what is in the book, then explain how it relates to you and your experiences. You will
need to write at least four sentences here, probably more.

Box 7

You will write 2 A.R. style questions. If you are not familiar with A.R., they are multiple choice questions about the
plot of the story. They should be questions that have clear right and wrong answers and do not rely on interpretation
or opinion.

Drawing box

At any point in your reading when you notice an object that is important in the story or reminds you of a
significant event, stop and draw it. This might be an heirloom, a vehicle, tool, article of clothing, furniture, etc. Make a
note of why the object is important so that you will remember.

Finishing up

Rate your book by shading in stars. Think for a second about what you want to read next, will it be like this book in
some way or is there another genre you want to try? Check back through and make sure you have included page
numbers in all the boxes that require them. Staple the pages together and keep them to turn to your English teacher.
You will want to read over what you have written before you take your A.R. test. You won’t be able to use it during the
test, but you will find that if you have filled it out as you read that your score will make you happy.



