
Summer 2026 

Rising 7th Graders, choose a pair from the options below and read both books. As you 
read the nonfiction book, complete the Need to Read guide and hand it in when you take 

the A.R. test. You will take an A.R. test on the fiction and the nonfiction book. 
 

 
Matilda 
By Roald Dahl 
 
 
 

                                                                 
Strong Women: 

Women and girls 
standing up for 

What is right 

Florence 
Nightingale 

By Kitson Jazynka 
 

Complete: Need to Read NF 
Biography 

Hunt for the 
Bamboo Rat 
By Graham 
Salisbury 
 
 

Spies: 
Danger, adventure 
Fast paced and  
Exciting 

War Spies: One 
Mission, 6 Bios 

By Daniel Polansky 
 

Complete: Need to Read NF 
Event 

 
Chomp 
By Carl Hiaasen 
Funny Favorite 

 
Crazy Animals: 

A pair for 
People who 

Love animals 
And the wild 

 

Park Scientists: Gila 

Monsters, Geysers, and 
Grizzly Bears in America’s 

own Backyard 
By Mary Kay Carson 

 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Info 

Cracker! The 
Best Dog in 
Vietnam 
By Cynthia 
Kadohata 
 

 
Dogs in War: 

A pair of books for  
Kids who love dogs 
and/or war stories 

 
 

Stubby the War Dog 

By Ann Bausum 
 
 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Event 

bbaker
Underline
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Not if I Save You 
First 
By Ally Carter 
 
 
 

Kids in the White House:  
The real kids who  
have lived in the  
White house  
never had  
adventures like 
this one. 

 
White House Kids 

By Joe Rhatigan 
 
 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Info 
 

Projekt 1065 
By Alan Gratz 
 
 

 
WWII: 

 
 
 

 

Jesse Owens: Gold 
Medal Hero 

By Jim Gigliotti 
 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Biography 

 
 
Tangerine 
By Edward Bloor 
 
 

 
Athletes: 
A pair for the  
sports fans, and  
those that love an 
underdog 
 

 
Basket Ball The 
story of the All-

American Game 
By Kadir Nelson 

  
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Info 

 
Brooklyn Nine 
By Alan Gratz 
 
 

Baseball: 
 through the ages,  
from the invention  

of the game, to one  
of the great players 

 

Lou Gehrig: Iron 
Horse of Baseball 
By James Buckley  

 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Biography 

 
The Incredible 
Journey 
By  Burnford 
 
 

 
Animal Lovers: 
 
Pets in the wild and 
wild animals up close 

 
This Side of Wild 
By Gary Paulsen 

 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Event 

Combatting 
Hitler through 
determination 

and grit 
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Second Sight 
By Gary 
Blackwood 
 

 
Abraham Lincoln: 

What if You  
Knew about the 
Assassination of  

Abraham Lincoln 
 Before it happened? 

 
Abraham Lincoln: 

The Making of 
America 

By T. Kanefield 
 

Complete: Need to Read NF 
Biography 

 
Lions of Little 
Rock 
By Kristin Levine 
 
 
 

 
Racial Segregation: 
The effects of the  
Little Rock Nine 
On the rest of 
The world 

 
Little Rock Girl 

1957 
By Shelley Tougas 

 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Event 

Echo 
By Pam Munoz 
Ryan  
 

 
Courage & Tragedy: 

Young people who 
Are resilient in the face 
Of tragic world events 

Farewell to 
Manzanar 

By J. Wakatsuki 
Houston 

 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Event 

 
 
Soar 
By Joan Bauer 
 

 
 

 
Disabled Athletes: 
What do you do  
when you can’t  
do what You 
want most? 

 
Able to Play: 
Overcoming 

physical challenges 
By Glenn Stout 

 
Complete: Need to Read NF 

Info 

 
 




