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Challenge Level Fiction
Summer of 2026

Rising 7% Graders, congratulations for attempting the Summer Challenge! Please choose
a book that you have never read before and read it as one part of the Summer Reading
Challenge. Those titles marked with the digital audiobook icon g are available to
listen to on the SORA app. You can do this!

Author Title

Behind the Curtain

Ingrid, a Sherlock Holmes devotee, becomes involved in two sinister
plots in this small-town mystery. Clues lead Ingrid to believe that there
is a steroid abuse problem in her high school. She is kidnapped when
she gets too close to the answer.

Abrahams

The Finisher

Baldacci Vega Jane was always told there was nothing outside Wormwood. And
she always believed it -- until the night she saw Quentin Herms run
away. He left behind a trail of clues that point to a dark conspiracy at
the heart of Wormwood. To follow the clues will attract the attention of
influential people willing to kill.

Hope was Here

When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move
from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and cook in
the Welcome Stairways diner, they become involved with the diner
owner’s campaign to oust the town’s corrupt mayor.

Almost Home

A young girl faced with homelessness, manages to

not only survive but rescues a dog and remembers what her mother
taught her about always being grateful.

The Scandalous Sisterhood of Prickwillow Place
The girls in this private school hide the death of their headmaster
so they can find the killer(s) themselves.

Blackwood

Around the World in 100 Days

A Car race in the days when cars were a new fad finds adventure,
betrayal and suspense. Harry Fogg is determined to complete the trip
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and win the prize in spite of sabotage, bandits and mechanical
difficulties.

Blackwood Second Sight

Washington, D.C., 1864, even President Lincoln comes to see Joseph
demonstrate his amazing mental powers. It's all an elaborate hoax, of
course, but Joseph is enjoying his fame. Then he meets Cassandra, a
young girl who really does have second sight—the ability to foretell
events. And she's having visions about the president. Someone is
plotting to murder him. But who would believe such an accusation? It's
up to Joseph and Cassandra to save Lincoln's life!

Bradbury Wrapped

Clues are found wrapped in an Egyptian mummy that is being opened up at a
fancy party. But that wasn’t the mummy they were supposed to have and they
weren’t supposed to find what they found. It’s going to be a wild adventure.

Warrior Heir (any in series)

Teenage boy discovers that he does not have a heart condition, instead the
medication his parents give him is to mask his power. He was born to be a
warrior in a fight to the death with opposing magical forces.

Walk Two Moons

After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her
grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother’s route. Along the
way, Sal tells the story of Phoebe, whose mother also left.

Matilda

Matilda is smart, sweet and wants to be part of a happy family.
Unfortunately, she has obnoxious, ignorant parents. She applies her
untapped mental powers to rid the school of the evil, child-hating
headmistress, Miss Trunchbull.

Classic

Farmer The Ear, the Eye and the Arm
Science Fiction, Adventure and superpowers! In 2194 in Zimbabwe,

General Matsika’s three children are kidnapped. Three mutant
detectives use their special powers to search for them.

Feinstein Last Shot: (or any in Final Four series)

Two teen reporters uncover a plan to blackmail one of the Final Four

basketball players into losing the game. They need to uncover the plot
before the buzzer sounds.
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Beware the Night

Veda knows she must worship the sun as a god even though she belongs to the
Basso, she will never amount to anything. She has accepted all of it until her
grandfather is chosen to be the next sacrifice to this false god.

Whirligig
After a terrible accident that involved a party and driving drunk, Brent learns

that he has killed an innocent girl. What follows are 4 seemingly unrelated
stories that will all fit together in the end.

Good Dog

Good dogs go to heaven but this dog wants to go back and
take care of the boy who needs him. He is willing to risk everything to make
sure his boy is safe.

Julie of the Wolves

When Julie returns to her father’s Eskimo village, she struggles to find a
way to save her beloved wolves in a changing Arctic world and she falls
in love with a young Siberian man.

Classic

Max in the House of Spies (any in series)

Max is moved from Germany to London when it starts to get dangerous for
Jewish people. His hope is to return and help his family by spying for the
British. He just might be clever enough to convince them to send him.

Code of Honor

An Iranian American teen finds out that his Navy SEAL brother is
accused of being a terrorist. He knows this can’t be true and it is only
because he knows his brother so well that he knows he is sending coded
messages.

Prisoner B-3087

A Jewish boy in 1930s Poland is at the mercy of the Nazis. Everyone he
loves has been snatched away from him. Yanek himself is taken
prisoner his arm tattooed with the words PRISONER B-3087. Based on
a true story of a boy who survives 10 different concentration camps.

Allies

D-Day 1944, it’s time to stop the Nazis from overrunning the world. Among
the thousands risking their lives on that one day are our 4 heroes: a medic, a
spy, a sailor and a paratrooper all trying to do their part and stay alive.
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Uprising

March 25, 1911 a spark ignites some cloth and a building is engulfed in
fire, leading to one of the worst workplace disasters ever. Meet Bella,
Yetta and Jane who were there when the factory burned.

Book of 1000 Days

A princess locked in the tower until she agrees to marry the man her
father has chosen, is joined by her young servant who agrees to be
locked up with her.

The Seer and the Sword

Princess Torina, who has the ability to see the future, and her friend
Landen, who seeks a sword that belongs to his conquered kingdom, are
separated when a treacherous murderer gains power, but from exile
each works to restore peace and the rightful rulers.

Starship Troopers

For readers who love action and adventure. An elite soldier is sent to fight the
aliens who are trying to destroy the human race. In this future world, only
those who volunteer to fight in the military have full citizenship. Military
battles, aliens, and patriotism make this a great read.

Silverfin

When we first meet young James, he's just started boarding school in
Scotland, where Alfie Kelly, a local boy, has gone missing. James
investigates the mystery, soon discovering that Alfie's disappearance is
linked to a madman and his sinister plot for global power.

Stormbreaker (Any in Alex Rider series)

After a chance encounter with assassin Yassen Gregorovich in the South
of France, teenage spy Alex Rider investigates international pop star
and philanthropist Damian Cray whose new video game venture hides
sinister motives involving Air Force One, nuclear missiles, and the
international drug trade.

The Night Garden

Franny lives on Vancouver Island with her family tending their gardens but
there is one garden forbidden to Franny: the ancient night garden. Legend says
that a person can make one wish while in the night garden and it will come
true, but that wish cannot be undone.
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Nightmare City

He’s been shot! Everything is dark and murky and confusing in this
coma dream. But, who shot him and why? His brain refused to come
out of the coma until he solves it for himself.

A Wrinkle in Time (any in series)

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers
and a search for Meg’s father, who disappeared while engaged in secret
work for the government.

Classic

Skulduggery Pleasant

When a 12-year-old inherits a house and a fortune things get interesting. Her
uncle wrote fiction with all sorts of scary creatures but now she learns he
wasn’t writing fiction at all. A wickedly funny skeleton will help her out.

Tangled in Time

When her mother dies in an accident, Rose must leave behind her popular
friends and successful fashion blog to go live with a grandmother in a strange
house and go to a school where she is mocked. It gets really interesting when
she travels back in time and finds herself in service to Princess Elizabeth.

The Giver (any in the Giver series)

Lame and suddenly orphaned, Kira is mysteriously removed from her
squalid village to live in the palatial Council Edifice, where she is
expected to use her gifts as a weaver to do the bidding of the all-
powerful Guardians.

Classic

Number the Stars

In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old
Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps
shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

The Season of Styx Malone

Caleb and Bobby Gene meet new neighbor Styx Malone. Styx is sixteen and
oozes cool. Styx promises the brothers that together, the three of them can pull
off the Great Escalator Trade—exchanging one small thing for something
better until they achieve their wildest dream. But as the trades get bigger, the
brothers soon find themselves in over their heads.

Egg & Spoon

A fun tale about two girls who get swapped in a Prince and the Pauper
fashion. Set in Tzarist Russia and pulling from Russian Folklore, this
story has adventure humor and heart.
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M CAI IiSter Urchin of the Riding Stars

The kingdom is in peril when the prince and heir is murdered. It appears that
the murderer is obvious but there are secret plots to take the kingdom from
e within.

McAnu Ity The World Ends in April

Every day in middle school can feel like the end of the world.

Eleanor knows about the end of the world, thanks to a survivalist grandfather.
So, when she reads about a Harvard scientist's prediction that an asteroid will
strike Earth in April, she isn’t totally surprised. She just wants to keep her
blind friend Mack and her family safe. She didn’t mean to start a club, get
suspended, or scare everyone.

Far Far Away

There is evil in the town of Never Better. The ghost knows it and wants to get
Jeremy safely away. But his father won’t even leave the house and the pretty
girl next door suddenly wants to go on adventures together.

Nielsen Resistance

Chaya is a Jewish teen in Nazi occupied Poland. She wants to do more than
survive; she wants to strike back. She joins the resistance and sneaks into the
very camps she is in danger of dying in.

When my Name was Keoko

Set during WWII in Korea, a brother and sister rebel against the Japanese
attempt to take away all things Korean, even their names.

Patterson Maximum Ride: (any in this series)

The government research facility was trying to create a super warrior;
one with the abilities of some of the birds but the intelligence of
humans. What resulted were winged kids. The wings work but they
have never had families or freedom until now.

Paulsen Woods Runner

Samuel, 13, spends his days in the forest, hunting for food for his family. He
has grown up on the frontier, but the war comes to them. British soldiers and
Iroquois attack. Samuel's parents are taken as prisoners. Samuel follows,
hiding, moving silently, determined to find a way to rescue them.
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Philbrick Freak the Mighty

At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new
friend Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his
brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces, they make a
powerful team. Classic

Echo

Lost in the forest, Otto is saved by three strange sisters who require him
to solve a prophesy, a promise and a harmonica. Multiple stories will
come together in a satisfyingly perfect ending.

Once Was a Time

Do you stay and likely die, or do you dash through the time portal and leave
your friend behind? Kitty chose the latter and now lives in Wisconsin trying to
blend in to our modern day world while never knowing what happened to her
best friend she left behind in the midst of WWIL.

Salisbur 14 Under the Blood Red Sun

Tomi was born in Hawaii. World War II seems far away from Tomi and his
friends, who are too busy playing ball. But then Pearl Harbor is attacked by the

Japanese, and the U S declares war on Japan. Japanese men are rounded up,
and Tomi's father and grandfather are arrested. It's a terrifying time.

Salisbur 14 Hunt for the Bamboo Rat

If you like action and suspense, this one’s for you. Recruited to spy on the
Japanese when he was only 17 because his Japanese and English are excellent.

He will have to live among them in the Philippines and the Army will deny

—
-)

they ever sent him.

Sanderson The Rithmatist

Joel wants to be chosen as a rithmatist, those with the power to infuse life into
2D drawings and to fight the alien invasion. The aliens are also 2D and it takes
special talent to ward them off.

The Blackthorn Key (any book in series)

An apprentice to an apothecary must solve puzzles and codes to discover the
secrets his mentor died for.

Santos Connect the Stars

When thirteen-year-olds Aaron and Audrey meet at a wilderness camp
in the desert, they think their quirks are enough to prevent them from
ever having friends. But their personal challenges will become team
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challenges. Connect the Stars takes on bullying, understanding where
you fit in, and learning to live with physical and mental challenges

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but
things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a nearby
island community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and
Turner's--want to change into a tourist spot.

Classic

Just Like That

Matt Coffin hides out on the coast, attempting to evade a violent criminal.
Meryl is at a boarding school for rich girls. Somehow their stories will collide
and ‘just like that’ the world changes. Set in the 1960s.

The Bletchley Riddle

Two teens need to solve the mystery of their missing mother. She was working
on the WWII Enigma machine project. Story contains ciphers, secrets and
spies.

Alive

A teenage girl awakens to find herself trapped in a coffin. She has no idea who
she is, where she is, or how she got there. Fighting her way free brings little
relief—she discovers only a room lined with caskets and a handful of equally
mystified survivors. Beyond their room lies a corridor filled with bones and
dust, but no people . . . and no answers.

Orphan Island

A mysterious island populated by orphans. No one knows how they get there
or what happens when they grow up and are taken away.

The Witch of Blackbird Pond

Kit is new to the Puritan town in the new land. She feels completely alone until
she meets one friend. But then she finds herself accused of witchcraft.
Classic

August Isle

Miranda is spending the summer on the island her mother grew up on. She has
always wondered about this perfect place but now she will learn the secrets of
her mother’s life.

Yonder

A boy must solve the mystery of his friend’s disappearance. Did he run away
to get away from his father? Has he gone to “yonder” the place his mother
always talked about? Or has something happened to him?
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All Our Yesterdays

Em has nothing except the voice of the boy in the cell next door and the list of
instructions she finds taped inside the drain. Only Em can complete the final
instruction. She's tried everything to prevent the creation of a time machine
that will tear the world apart. She holds the proof: a list she has never seen
before, written in her own hand. Each failed attempt in the past has led her to
the same terrible present.

Heir Apparent

While playing a total immersion virtual reality game fourteen-year-old
Giannine learns that demonstrators have damaged the equipment to
which she is connected, and she must win the game quickly or be
damaged herself.

So B. It

Everything about Heidi is a mystery. When is her birthday? Who is her father?
Her mentally disabled mother is unable to answer any of her questions. Heidi
finds an old photograph and decides to set out on her own to find out who she
is.

War of the Worlds

What appeared to be a falling star was, in fact, a metallic cylinder
landing from Mars. Six million people begin to flee London in panic as
tentacled invaders emerge and overpower the city.

Classic

Leviathan

The world is at war. The war between those who still use machines and
the Darwinists who have created genetically modified animals to fit
every need. Classic

Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp

The organization dedicated to protecting the legendary, Excalibur is
activated by atheft of the sword. They’ve upgraded, now Alfred is being
chased by men who drive Lamborghinis and fly helicopters.

Devil’s Arithmetic

Hannah dreads her family's Passover Seder—she's tired of hearing her
relatives talk about the past. But when she opens the front door she's
transported to a Polish village in the year 1942 where she knows what is
coming.



