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Reader’S ChOiCE Summer 2026

Rising 6™ graders, please choose a book that you have never read before and read it
during the summer. You may choose to read fiction or nonfiction; it’s your choice
and we want you to love it. You will take an A.R. test on this book.

Author

Title

Albus

Alston

Armistead

Armstrong

Adkins

A Place to Hang the Moon

4 siblings join the evacuees fleeing London during WWII. But these
4 have a secret, they are not trying to avoid the bombings, they are
looking for something more. Hopeful and life affirming story of
forgiveness and redemption.

Amarit and the Night Brothers

Amari always believed she would see her missing brother again. She
never suspected that she would have to compete in a supernatural
world to find him.

$66 Summer

It is the summer of 1955, and George plans to work for his
grandmother in rural Alabama to earn enough money to buy a
Harley Davidson Motorcycle. What should have been a fun summer
with his friends becomes an ugly introduction to racism. George and
his friends solve the mystery

Whittington
The power of reading is beautifully captured in this Newbery Honor-
winning book about a barn full of animals the rest of the world has
no use for. While Abby and the animals help Ben catch up in reading,
Whittington tells the stories of his cat ancestors. The story is about
the healing power of storytelling.
Classic

Thomas Edison: A Photographic History of a Life
A historical account of the famous inventor with plenty of
photographs and interesting details to keep it interesting

nonfiction
True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
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Summer 2026

Rising 6t Grade

As the only passenger, and the only female, on a transatlantic voyage
in 1832, thirteen-year-old Charlotte finds herself caught between a

murderous captain and a mutinous crew.
Classic

Worst Class Trip Ever

On a junior high trip to Washington D.C., two students accidentally
get involved with suspected terrorists, a kidnapping and an attempt
to assassinate the president. It’s a funny, fast paced story.

Soar

12-year-old Jeremiah is a baseball fanatic with two strikes against
him: as a baby he was abandoned, and when he was 10, he had a
heart transplant. He can't play baseball but is determined to coach
his middle school's team. When the varsity team is caught in scandal,
he begins to lose faith in the sport.

Corrie Ten Boom: Keeper of the Angels
A biography with a Christian perspective of the life of a woman who
risked her life to save Jewish people from the Holocaust.
nonfiction

Jim Elliot: One Great Purpose
The true story of missionaries who gave their lives to bring the
gospel to the native people of Ecuador

nonfiction

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus

Aven has no arms; she was born without them. Fortunately, she is
also a strong, funny girl. Her newest challenge is moving to a new
school where they haven’t gotten used to seeing a girl who eats with
her feet and makes up crazy stories.

The War that Saved my Life

The evacuation out of London during WWII brings hope and a possibility
of a better life to a young girl who lives with a disability her own mother
can’t abide.

The Incredible Journey
A Siamese cat, an old bull terrier, and a young Labrador retriever
travel together 250 miles through the Canadian wilderness to find

their family.
Classic

The Many Fortunes of Maya
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Summer 2026

Rising 6t Grade
Maya is a soccer player and a flute player and trying to figure out how to
get her dad to move back home again. It’s all a lot to figure out.
The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle
Mason struggles with learning disabilities but his biggest concern is
what happened to his best friend. Mason doesn’t understand why the
detectives don’t believe his story about what happened that day.

Walk Two Moons
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and
her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother’s route. Sal

recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.
Classic

Watsons go to Birmingham-1963
The Watsons arrive in Birmingham for one of the terrifying moments
in recent history—the bombing of a Baptist church with 4 children
inside.

Newbery Honor
A Black Hole is Not a Hole
Find out what black holes are and how they are formed. Learn about
our nearest black holes and how astronomers “see” them.

nonfiction

Where is the Great Wall
How did China’s Great Wall get built and why is it so big? nonfiction
Because of Winn-Dixie
An ugly dog who needs a home meets a lonely girl who needs a
friend. Together they have adventures and learn the secrets about

her family.
Newbery Award Winner

The Great Shelby Holmes
Shelby may be a small 6t grader but she is the best detective in her
Harlem neighborhood.

Michael Vey: Prisoner of Cell 25 series

Due to an accident when he was born, Michael has strange electrical
powers. He has always thought it was just him, but the truth is there
are others out there and someone wants to gather them all together.

The Midnight Children

Secrets, danger, and mystery in plentiful supply make this a fun and
memorable read. Seven children show up in town with far more secrets than
answers.
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Summer 2026
Rising 6t Grade
Mrs. Baker’s Top 3
My Side of the Mountain
A young boy relates his adventures during the year he spends living
alone in the Catskill Mountains including his struggle for survival,
his dependence on nature, and his animal friends.
Classic
Cheaper by the Dozen
The story of a girl growing up as part of a family with 12 children, an
efficiency expert father, and a strong mother.
Classic
Football Genius
A local story of Duluth junior high football and the Atlanta Falcons. Troy can

read a defense and know what the other team will do better than the pros. He is
frustrated with his position (the coach’s son gets the best position).

Belly Up

Someone has murdered the hippopotamus at FunJungle! Teddy and Summer
are convinced it’s murder, but they will have to solve this crime on their own
because they don’t know who to trust.

Heroes

Frank and Stanley are best friends whose fathers are stationed in Hawaii.
It’s a great place to spend the war, lots of sun and beaches and no danger
right? Pear]l Harbor will not be what they are expecting.

Running Out of Time

Jessie Keyser, 13, believes that she lives in the year 1840. The reality is that she
and her family live in a tourist attraction by unseen modern tourists. Jessie
discovers the truth when an epidemic strikes the unvaccinated children.

Princess Academy

It has been decided that the next princess will come from the people who live on
Mount Eskel. The Prince himself will travel to the mountain to choose his bride,
but first the girls must be educated. This is the first opportunity for any
schooling that these girls have ever had.

Wink

Funny, heartbreaking and quirky, Ross has a rare eye cancer that
makes it impossible to blend in with other 7th graders. He has to
wear a hat, kids tease him and his friends don’t know what to do.
Book is based on the author’s real life experience.

Popcorn
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Summer 2026

Rising 6t Grade
Andrew struggles with anxiety and his greatest fear is that he will lose the battle
in front of everyone at school. When he has a terrible, no-good, really bad day,
he might just explode.
Wildoak
Maggie is a shy girl with a stutter. She will do anything to avoid speaking in class
or anything else that calls attention to herself. The other half of this story is
about an escaped snow leopard living in the woods near Maggie’s grandfather.

Mayday

After surviving a plane crash, Wayne’s world is completely changed.
He lost two things: the ability to speak, and the flag that was draped
on his uncle’s casket. Now he needs to find the courage to speak up.

Hoot

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved
in another boy’s attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a
proposed construction site. A hilarious tale of unique characters and
adventures.

Flush

Noah’s dad is so mad about a casino boat that is flushing raw sewage
into the Florida Keys that he sinks it. When his Dad goes to jail,
Noah aims to succeed where his father failed with a crazy mix of
characters and a clever solution.

Scat

A much feared science teacher goes missing when a fire breaks out
during a field trip. A mysterious sighting of a rare panther is
somehow connected to the class bully, oil drilling, and the missing
teacher.

Ugly
True story of a boy born with a large tumor on his face and his
refusal to let his appearance define his life.

nonfiction
Alexander Hamilton: The Making of America
A biography of a man who had a vision for what America could
become.

nonfiction

Goose Chase
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Rising 6t Grade

Rather than marry a cruel king or a seemingly dim-witted prince, an
enchanted goose girl endures imprisonment, capture by several
ogresses, and other dangers, before learning exactly who she is.

View from Saturday
A championship academic quiz-bowl team is coached by Mrs.
Olinski. She proudly observes her students’ victories from the
confines of a wheelchair. This quirky collection of students all have
something to offer the team that repeatedly beats older, more
sophisticated competitors.

Newberry Medal Winner
Snoop
Two broken legs and stuck at home for weeks, Carter is bored. He
begins using cameras, drones, and whatever else he can think of to
spy on his town. He uncovers a mystery but gets himself in trouble.

Inside out and Back Again
A novel in verse about fleeing Vietnam and coming to America

Savvy (or other books in series)

Mibs is eagerly anticipating her 13t birthday; in her family, at 13 you
get your ‘Savvy,” a supernatural power of some kind. Suddenly her
father is injured and Mibs is convinced that she will have the ability
to heal him.

A Wrinkle in Time
Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly
strangers and a search for Meg’s father, who disappeared while
engaged in secret work for the government.

Classic
Chronicles of Narnia
Narnia . . . where a dragon awakens. Where anything can happen. A
king and some unexpected companions embark on a voyage that will
take them beyond all known lands. they discover that their quest is
more than they imagined and that the world’s end is only the
beginning. Classic

The Polar Bear Scientists

Follow the scientists who capture polar bears so they can track their
health and movements in Northern Alaska. What they learn from the
polar bears helps us understand how the environment is doing.
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Summer 2026
Rising 6t Grade
nonfiction

Number the Stars

The evacuation of Jews from Nazi-held Denmark is one of the great
stories of WWII. Word got out in Denmark that Jews were to be sent
to the death camps. Within hours, the Danish arranged a flotilla to
help 7,000 Jews to Sweden.

Newberry Medal Winner
The Season of Styx Malon
Styx is the new kid in town and he has a plan. The great escalator
trade: start with a small item and keep making trades until you have
a huge prize. The trades may start small but the stakes are high.

Urchin of the Riding Stars

An orphan squirrel discovered on the rocky shore of Mistmantle
Island, Young Urchin wants desperately to serve the king. On his
very first morning in the Tower, the King’s only son is found
murdered and the wrong rodent is accused of the crime!

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl

Lucy Callahan was struck by lightning. She doesn't remember it, but
the zap gave her genius-level math skills. Now, at 12 years old, she's
ready for college. She just has to pass 1 more test—middle school!
Lucy's grandma insists: Go to middle school for 1 year. Make 1
friend. Join 1 activity. And read 1 book (that's not a math textbook!).
Lucy's not sure what a girl who does calculus homework for fun can
possibly learn in 7th grade.

The World Ends in April

It's hard to keep quiet about a life-destroying asteroid especially at a
school lunch table. Eleanor is the president of the (secret) End of the
World Club. It turns out that prepping for TEOTWAWKI (the End of
the World as We Know It) is actually kind of fun. But you can't really
prepare for everything life drops on you.

Chasing Space (young readers’ edition)

Leland Melvin a former NFL wide receiver and NASA astronaut tells

his story of perseverance and grace that allowed him to find success.
nonfiction

An Elephant in the Garden
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Rising 6t Grade
World War Two in nearing the end and one family needs to flee the
bombing. But she can’t leave the zoo elephant behind to die.

A Single Shard
Two memorable characters, Tree-Ear and Crane-man, live under a
bridge surviving on scraps but desperately wanting to be more. The
story takes place in 12th century Korea where a boy who becomes so
much more than anyone ever expected of him.

Newberry Medal Winner
Ali Cross (any in the series)
When Ali’s best friend is kidnapped, Ali looks to his father the
detective to find him. But when his father is distracted by his own
problems, Ali will have to see if he is as talented as dad.

Hatchet

After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in
the Canadian wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a
hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his

parents' divorce. Classic
The Island
For kids who love the outdoors or survival /wilderness stories, Gary

Paulsen is king. Fifteen-year-old Will discovers himself and the
wonders of nature when he leaves home to live on an island in
northern Wisconsin.

On the Wings of Heroes

Davy Bowman is determined to “do whatever it takes to win the
war”. Davy will collect scrap metal, scavenge for rubber, and do his
part. This is a wonderful, sometimes hilarious, view of life during
WWII. A story for boys who like war and want to be heroes.

Framed! (or, Vanished!, or Trapped!)
Any of the books in this series where a boy uses his “Theory Of All
Small Things”(TOAST) to help the FBI solve crimes.

Captain Superlative

When a middle school student starts running around in a crazy
costume and performing acts of kindness, shy Janey is determined to
find out why. There is a secret behind all this niceness and courage is
needed.
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Summer 2026
Rising 6t Grade

As Brave as You

Genie has "worry issues," he and his older brother are to spend a
month with their grandparents. He discovers that Grandpop is blind.
There is no Internet And he will have to do chores, like scooping dog
poop. What's behind the "nunya bidness door"? And is that a gun
sticking out from Grandpop's waistband?

Coretta Scott King Award winner
The Elephant’s Girl
Rex appeared one day after a tornado. No one knows where she
came from exactly, she was first found by an elephant in the zoo.
Until her family can be found she stays with the zoo keeper, but
years have gone by with no answers.

The Lightning Thief (any book in the series)

Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can’t seem to focus. Percy could
have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned into a monster and tried
to kill him. Percy’s mom knows it’s time that he knew the truth. She
sends Percy to a summer camp for demigods.

Book of 100 Truths

As usual, 12-year-old Thea is spending part of her summer at her
grandparents' house at the Jersey shore, but this year, she is going
with a secret. Her parents give her a notebook in which she can write
"truths." Asyou read her truths you discover the tragic event that
made her into a liar.

The Mailbox

Would you know what to do if you came home one day from sixth
grade and found a dead body on the floor? Gabe doesn’t want to go
back to foster care, so he just pretends nothing is wrong. That is
when he starts to get the mysterious notes in the mailbox.

Dara Palmer’s Major Drama

Dara has major plans to be a famous Hollywood actress. It seems
impossible when she doesn’t even get a part in the school play. Is it
because she is adopted from Cambodia and doesn’t look like the
other girls?
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Summer 2026
Rising 6t Grade
The Age of Exploration: Totally Getting Lost.
Part of the Epic Fails series
The age of exploration did not always go smoothly. Here are the
stories of nine explorers and the problems they had in history.
Good introduction to 6t grade history nonfiction
Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie
Steven is loves to play drums in the school band. He has a crush on
the cutest girl in school, and he is constantly annoyed by his little
brother. All the challenges of middle school fall away when his
family gets very frightening news about his little brother.
Mprs. Baker’s top 3

Secret Sheriff of Sixth Grade

Navigating the trials of middle school can be tricky. Maverick
remembers his dad by trying to find ways to make school a better
place for everyone.

Star Girl
Stargirl Caraway is the new girl in school. In fact she is new to any
school. She used to be homeschooled, so she doesn’t really
understand all the rules about how to act in junior high. First they
hate her, then they love her, and then they hate her again.

Classic
The Lost Girl
Iris and Lark are identical twins and the always do better when they
are together. But this year they are in different classes and both girls
get a little lost in a strange and frightening magical world.

Heir Apparent

While playing a total immersion virtual reality game of kings and
intrigue, fourteen-year-old Giannine learns that demonstrators have
damaged the equipment to which she is connected, and she must win
the game quickly or be damaged herself.

Listening For Lions

When Rachel is orphaned by the influenza epidemic in British East
Africa in 1919, neighbors force her to pretend she is their daughter.
The daughter of a missionary doctor and his wife, Rachel has grown
up connected to the African countryside and people.

Fins
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Rising 6t Grade
Shark fin soup: poachers are hunting protected sharks in Florida’s
waterways to make soup! That’s going to make tagging sharks for
scientific research even more dangerous. This is the story of three
teens who get a job tagging sharks but need to watch out for
poachers.

Belle Prater’s Boy

One Sunday Belle Prater disappeared. Which is why Woody has to
move into town and live with grandparents and lots of curious
neighbors who want to know where she went.

Newberry Honor Book

Wolf Hollow

Annabelle is coping with life just fine until the day Betty walks into
her class. She is cruel and manipulative and her bullying extends to a
quiet reclusive WWI veteran. When Betty goes missing, everyone
seems to know who to blame but Annabelle knows the truth.

Mrs. Baker’s top 3

Brown Girl Dreaming
A memoir of the author growing up during the 1960s and becoming
aware of the civil rights movement. The story is of her life in South
Carolina and New York city it told in verse.
Newberry Honor Book
Coretta Scott King Award



