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Pick a Linked Pair
Rising 6th Graders, choose a pair from the options below and read both books. You will 

take an A.R. test on the fiction and the nonfiction book. As you are reading the 
nonfiction book, complete a Need to Read guide. You will turn in the Need to Read 

when you take the A.R. test. 

 
Three Blue Hearts 
By Lynne Kelly 
 
A story about friends, 
family and rescuing an 
octopus in trouble 

 

Clever Creatures 
These intelligent animals 
Are fascinating in both fiction 
 and reality 

 
  

Octopus Ocean 
Geniuses of the Deep 

By Mark Leiren-Young 
 

Everything you ever 
wondered about 

Octopuses 
Use: Need to Read NF Info 

 

Pay Attention Carter 
Jones 
By Gary Schmidt 
With a father overseas, 
Carter needs help 

 

What is a Hero?: 
How do you decide who  

the real heroes are in life? 
 Who comes forward to  

help when tragedy strikes 
                                                   

Heroes of 9/11  
By Allan Zullo 

 
Police, firefighters, and 

military stories of those 
that saved lives on that 

day 
Use: Need to Read NF Event 

 
Drums, Girls &  
Dangerous Pie  
By Jordan Sonnenblick 
Funny Favorite 

Brothers: 
Two great books with a 
hilarious but important 
view of brothers 
 

The Wright Brothers: 
Nose-Diving into 

History  
By Erik Slader 

Use: Need to Read NF Biography 

 
Out of my Mind  
By Sharon Draper 
A smart girl who has 
never spoken a word 

                                                        Disability: 
Both books feature  

People who are capable 
 of so much more than  
people expect of them 

 

Out of Darkness: The 
Story of Louis Braille 
By Russell Freedman 

 
Use: Need to Read NF Biography 
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Counting on Grace  
By Elizabeth Winthrop 
Grace works hard to 
help her family 

Justice: 
The injustice of child  
labor through the eyes of 
a child & how a  
photograph changed  
American minds 

Breaker Boys: How a 
Photograph Helped 

End Child Labor  
By Michael Burgan 

 
Use: Need to Read NF Event 

 
A Place to Hang  
the Moon 
By Kate Albus 
Three orphans with a 
big secret 

 

 

Dewey The Library Cat: 
A true story 

By Vicki Myron 
 
Use: Need to Read NF Biography 

Very Rich  
By Polly Horvath 
 
Rupert meets a 
wealthy family and 
has crazy adventures 

 
Rich & Poor:  
Wealth and Charity 
with some humor 
and Chocolate 

Who Was Milton 
Hershey?  

By James Buckley Jr. 
 

A Biography of Milton 
Hersey 

Use: Need to Read NF Biography 
 

The Book of One 
Hundred Truths  
By Julie Schumacher 
 
Why is she lying and 
what secret started it 
all? 

Courage & Truth: 
A young girl who needs  

 the courage to tell the truth 
                                                          &         

A courageous  
woman who stood up  

and did what was right 
 

Who Was Clara 
Barton?  

By Stephanie Spinner 
 

A Biography of the 
woman who started 

the red cross 
Use: Need to Read NF Biography 

 
The Girl in the Well is 
Me 
By Karen Rivers 
 
A girl struggling to be 
part of the popular 
crowd 
 

Rescue: A girl struggling to 
find her place,  

hopes for rescue 
                                                     & 

Harriet Tubman, 
 the rescuer of hundreds 

 

Harriet Tubman: 
Freedombound 
By Janet Benge 

 
The story of the 

amazing Harriet 
Tubman 

Use: Need to Read NF Biography 
 
 

 

Finding Family: 
Two stories with 

orphans in need of a 
home. Heartwarming 

feel-good books 
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On the Wings of 
Heroes  
By Richard Peck 
His brother is fighting 
WWII 
 

 
WWII heroes:  
Winning the war, at 
home and on the front 
lines 

Remember D-Day: The 
Plan, the Invasion, 

survivor stories 
By Ronald Drez 

 
Use: Need to Read NF Event 

Ghost  
By Jason Reynolds 
Ghost is a runner with 
a troubled past  

 
Athletics: 

Athletes overcoming 
Obstacles to achieve  

their goals 
 

Who Was Jesse 
Owens? 

By James Buckley Jr. 
 

Use: Need to Read NF Biography 

Prisoner of Cell 25 By 
Richard Paul Evans 
Born with electric 
powers but others 
want that power 
 

Science: a boy with strange 
Electrical powers fights to  

Keep his freedom 
& 

Nicoli Tesla the inventor 

Who Was Nikola Tesla? 

By Jim Gigliotti 
 

Biography of an inventor 
and experimenter with 

electricity 
Use: Need to Read NF Biography 

The Lightning Thief  
By Rick Riordan 
His weakness is 
actually his strength 
 

Mythology: 
The classic tales 
          & 
A modern-day  
adventure 

The McElderry Book of 
Greek Myths  

By Eric Kimmel 
 

Classic mythology  
Use: Need to Read NF Info 

An Elephant in the 
Garden  
By Michael Morpurgo 
Fleeing from war & 
saving a zoo elephant 
 
 

 
Animal Lovers: 

Elephants in danger 
& 

 Those who 
 rescue them  

Bionic Beasts 
By Jolene Guti’errez 

 
Rescuing animals with 

biomedical research 
 

Use: Need to Read NF Info  

The Watsons go to 
Birmingham-1963 
By Christopher Paul 
Curtis 
Funny, tragic story of a 
family traveling to 
grandma’s house 
 

 

Racism:  
A family on vacation 
Experiences love,  
Laughter and tragedy 
                 & 
The reality of that day 

Birmingham Sunday 
By Larry Dane Brimner 

The bombing of a 
Baptist church and the 

four little girls who 
died 

Use: Need to Read NF Event 
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