
 

2026 Summer Reading: Rising 6th Grade 
Biography choices 

Choose one to read and complete the biography paragraph 
 

Science  History 
 

The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind 

By Kamkwamba 
 

   
Jim Elliot: One Great 

Purpose 
By Benge 

 

 
Onward: African 

American Polar Explorer 
Matthew Henson 

By Johnson 
 

   
Hannibal: Rome’s 
Worst Nightmare 

By Brooks 

 

 
George Washington 

Carver 
By  Benge 

   
I am Cleopatra  

 
By Norwich 

 

 

 
Benjamin Franklin: 

Giants of Science  
By Krull 

 

   
Who Was Marco Polo? 

 
By Holub 

 

 
Elon Musk and the 

Quest for a Fantastic 
Future 

By Vance 
 

   
Alexander the Great: 
Master of the Ancient 

World 
By Wilhelm 

 

Summer Reading Challenge: Read a starred book and earn credit for your Biography project AND Summer                    
Reading Challenge if you write the Biography Project AND take an AR test on your biography book. 



 

2026 Summer Biography Project 
Rising 6th Graders 

Student Name: _____________________________________ 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who: 
Write one sentence 
that gives the person’s 
name and what they 
are best known for. 

After reading the book of your choice from the 6th grade biography list, use what you learned to write the 
following paragraph. Always write in complete sentences. Do your best work so your teacher will be able to 
see how well you can write.  Hand in to your English teacher on the first day of school.  

Beginnings: 
Write 2-3 sentences 
about their early life. 
Include a person or 
situation that had a 
lasting impact on 
them.  

Legacy: 
Write 2-3 sentences 
about the impact this 
person had on science 
or history. Why are 
they still studied 
today? 

Difficulty: 
Write 2 sentences 
about an obstacle they 
overcame. 

Conclusion: 
Write 1 sentence. 
Include the person’s 
name and what you 
like or dislike most 
about them. 

Make sure the writing is all in your own words. 
Do not work with other students or use online sources such as reviews or summaries. 
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