
Summer of 2026 
Rising 6th Graders, congratulations for attempting the Summer Reading Challenge! 

Please choose a book that you have never read before as part of the optional  

Summer Reading Challenge. You can do this! 

 

Author  Title  
 

Anderson 

 

 

 

Posted 
When the school bans cell phones, students switch to post-it 
notes. In middle school, words aren’t just words. They can be 
weapons. They can be gifts. The right words can win you friends 
or make you enemies. When the circle of friends begins to 
change, words change everything. 
 

 

Avi 

True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle 
As the only passenger, and the only female, on a transatlantic voyage in 
1832, thirteen-year-old Charlotte finds herself caught between a murderous 
captain and a mutinous crew. 

Classic 

Blackwood 

 

Second Sight 
What would you do if you knew of the plot to assassinate Abraham Lincoln, 
and no one believed you? This novel is an alternate history, so maybe 
Lincoln will be killed and maybe he won’t 
 

Bradley The Night War 
A Jewish girl narrowly escapes the round up in Paris-- is helped 
by a Catholic Nun who hides her in a convent. From there she 
finds secrets, ghosts and adventure. 
 

Burnford 
 

The Incredible Journey 
A Siamese cat, an old bull terrier, and a young Labrador retriever travel 
together 250 miles through the Canadian wilderness to find their family.  

                                                                                                                            Classic 

 

 

 The Right Hook of Devin Velma 
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Burt 
 

In an attempt to get ‘internet famous’, Devin tries crazy stunts 
and drags his shy friend along. Disaster comes when the wrong 
friend gets famous and someone throws a punch. 

     Mrs. Baker’s top 3 
 

Burt Cleo Porter and the Body Electric 
In a future forever changed by a pandemic, everyone lives in isolation. Cleo 
and her parents are sealed in without windows or doors. They never leave. 
Their food comes by drone. When they receive a package meant for 
someone else—a package with a critical medication, Cleo is stuck, she wants 
to help. But people don't leave their units. Not ever. Until now. 
 

Carter 
 

Winterborne Home for Vengeance and Valor 
April doesn’t really understand how she ended up in a mansion 
instead of an orphanage. It’s a mystery, an adventure and a story 
of family lost and found. 
 

 
Christopher 

The White Mountains (any in the series) 

Young Will Parker and his companions make a perilous journey 
toward freedom where they hope to escape from the ruling 
Tripods, who capture mature human beings and make them 
docile, obedient servants.  

Classic 

 
Creech 
 

Walk Two Moons 
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal 
and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother’s 
route.  Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother 
also left.  

Classic 

Dahl 
 

Matilda 
A brilliant girl takes on an evil principal and negligent parents 
with humor, courage, and ingenuity. 

Mrs. Baker’s top 3  Classic 

Dahl 
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
The classic tale of a young boy given an amazing opportunity to 
enter the chocolate factory and change his life. 

Classic 

Dickens 
 

A Christmas Carol 
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Mr. Scrooge learns about what is truly important from the ghosts 
of Christmas past, present, and future. 

Classic 

Eggers The Eyes & the Impossible 
Told through the eyes of a free dog living in an urban park, 
Johannes spends his days observing and reporting to the other 
animals about what is going on. But there is a secret about 
Johannes that he does not know about himself. A great book for 
animal lovers. 
 

Evans 
 

Michael Vey: Prisoner of Cell 25 (any book in this 
series)   
Due to an accident when he was born, Michael has strange 
electrical powers. He has always thought it was just him, but the 
truth is, there are others out there and someone wants to gather 
them all together. 
 

 
Farley 
 

The Black Stallion 
Young Alec Ramsay is shipwrecked on a desert island with a 
horse destined to play an important part in his life. Following 
their rescue, their adventure continues in America.  

Classic 

 
Funke 

Inkheart (any in the series) 
Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father, who repairs books 
for a living, can “read” fictional characters to life when one of 
those characters abducts them and tries to force him into service.  
 

Gemeinhart 
 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise 
Five years ago, a car crash took her mother and sisters. Since 
then she and her dad have lived and traveled in a school bus. Can 
she convince him to go home to save her last memories? 
 

Gemeinhart The Midnight Children 
It’s midnight when a truck arrives in Slaughterville.  Seven 
mysterious kids with suitcases step out of the vehicle and into an 
abandoned home on a dead-end street. Ravani Foster sees them 
from his bedroom window. Timid and lonely, Ravani is eager to 
learn everything he can about his new neighbors. 
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George My Side of the Mountain 
A young boy relates his adventures during the year he spends 
living alone in the Catskill Mountains including his struggle for 
survival, his dependence on nature, and his animal friends. 

Classic 

Gratz Allies 
The story of D-Day told from multiple perspectives is an 
adventure story not to be missed.  
 

 
Haddix 
 
 

The Remarkables 
Marin is new to town when she discovers a group of teens who 
seem to travel through time. She makes a friend who knows 
about them too. He calls them the Remarkables and thinks they 
might be able to solve both their biggest problems. 
 

 
Hale 
 

Princess Academy 
It has been decided that the next princess will come from the 
people who live on Mount Eskel.  The Prince himself will travel 
to the mountain to choose his bride, but first the girls must be 
educated.  This is the first opportunity for any school that these 
girls have ever had. 
 

Harrington Mayday 
After surviving a plane crash, Wayne’s world is completely 
changed. He lost two things: the ability to speak, and the flag 
that was draped on his uncle’s casket. Now he needs to find the 
courage to speak up. 
 

Hobbs 
 

Leaving Protection 
Survival, adventure, and mystery all in the northern seas of 
Alaska. A teen boy who has never left his remote Alaskan home 
finds work with a sea captain who is searching for more than 
salmon. 
 

Horowitz 
Stormbreaker (Any in Alex Rider series) 

After a chance encounter with an assassin in France, teenage spy 
Alex Rider investigates international pop star Damian Cray 
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whose new video game venture hides sinister motives involving 
Air Force One, nuclear missiles, and the international drug trade. 
 
 
 
 

Hunt 
 

Across Five Aprils 
Young Jethro Creighton grows from a boy to a man when he is 
left to take care of the family farm in Illinois during the difficult 
years of the Civil War.  

Classic 

Jacques 
 

Redwall (any in the series) 
The ancient Redwall Abbey’s peace is shattered by the arrival of 
the evil rat Cluny and his villainous hordes. Matthias, a young 
mouse, determines to find the legendary sword and destroy the 
enemy.  

Classic 

 
 
Kindl 

Goose Chase 
Rather than marry a cruel king or a seemingly dim-witted prince, 
an enchanted goose girl endures imprisonment, capture by 
several ogresses, and other dangers, before learning exactly who 
she is.  
 

Konisburg View from Saturday 
A championship academic quiz-bowl team is coached by Mrs. 
Olinski. She proudly observes her students’ victories from a 
wheelchair. This quirky collection of students repeatedly beat 
older competitors. 
 

Lane 
 

Death Cloud (any of the The Legend Begins series) 
Sherlock Holmes is only a young teen when he solves his first 
mystery. The body he finds is not what it first appears to be. 
 

L’Engle 
 

A Wrinkle in Time (any in series) 
Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly 
strangers and a search for Meg’s father, who disappeared while 
engaged in secret work for the government.  
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Levine Lions of Little Rock 
Marlee has always struggled to make friends, but when she 
meets the new student Liz, everything is better this year. Better 
until Liz doesn’t show up for school on the most important day of 
all. Set in 1958 Little Rock AR. 
 

Lewis 
 

Chronicles of Narnia (any in the series) 
There are epic battles between good and evil, fantastic creatures, 
betrayals, heroic deeds, and friendships won and lost. Classic 
series with Christian values. 

Classic 

Lord 
 
 

Rules 
Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible 
when you have a brother with autism and a family that revolves 
around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the 
rules in order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. 
 

 
Lowry 
 
 

Number the Stars 
The evacuation of Jews from Nazi-held Denmark is one of the 
great untold stories of WWII. Word got out in Denmark that 
Jews were to be sent to the death camps. Within hours, the 
Danish arranged a flotilla to help 7,000 Jews to Sweden.  
 

 
Lupica 

Heat 
Michael Arroyo’s lightning fastball makes him the envy of all his 
teammates, but this speedy southpaw labors under a secret that 
allows him no rest. Soft-spoken 12-year-old Cuban refugee Mike 
worries that he and his 17-year-old brother, Carlos, stand in 
danger of being separated even deported.  
 

Mbalia Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
A modern retelling of African American folklore and West 
African mythology.7th Grader Tristan Strongs failed to save his 
best friend, and he feels anything but strong. All he has left of 
him is a notebook holding the stories Eddie was writing. 
 

 
Mcallister 

Urchin of the Riding Stars 
An orphan squirrel discovered on the rocky shore of Mistmantle 
Island, Young Urchin wants desperately to serve the king.  On his 
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very first morning in the Tower, the King’s only son is found 
murdered and the wrong rodent is accused of the crime! 
 
 
 
 

McAnulty 
 
 

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl 
A lightning strike may have given her a super power but a 12-
year-old genius can't solve the problem of middle school. Lucy's 
grandma insists: Go to middle school for 1 year. Make 1 friend. 
Join 1 activity. And read 1 book  
 

Mikaelsen Petey 
In 1905 a diagnosis of Cerebral Palsy was thought to mean you 
couldn’t think. Petey is left in an institution for years, yet he 
finds a way to live a remarkable life. A heartbreaking but hopeful 
story. 
 

Montgomery Anne of Green Gables 
One thing’s for certain, no house that Anne’s in will ever be dull.”  
Anne is a lively red-headed orphan adopted by mistake (they 
wanted a boy).  

Classic 

Morris & 
Brown 

Squint 
Flint is a Comic book lover and aspiring creator, but he is most 
often called Squint. His trouble with his eyes isn’t getting better 
and the surgery to fix them is expensive. Which is why 
Flint/Squint needs to hurry up and get his comic book done for 
the competition before he can’t see well enough to finish. 
 

Nelson Bringing the Boy Home 
Tirio was cast out of the Takunami tribe at a very young age 
because of his disabled foot. But a woman named Sara adopted 
him, and surgery has corrected his foot. As his thirteenth 
birthday approaches why is he having visions and hearing voices 
calling him back to the Amazon? 
 

Nielsen Iceberg 
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When Hazel realizes she can’t afford the ticket to America she 
has to think fast. Her mother is sending her to earn money to 
save their family. She sneaks aboard. Secretly she is hoping to 
write a story about her adventures that will help her become a 
writer. There is plenty to write about too. The name of the ship is 
the Titanic. 
 

 
Park 
 

A Single Shard 
Tree-Ear and Crane-man, live under a bridge surviving on scraps 
but desperately wanting to be more.  The story takes place in 12th 
century Korea where a boy who becomes so much more than 
anyone ever expected of him. 
                                                            Newberry Award Winner 

Park When My Name was Keoko 
There was a time during WWII when Japan controlled Korea and 
everything Korean was outlawed. Sun-hee and her brother are 
trying to grow up in a world where it’s illegal to be proud of being 
a Korean. 
 

Paterson 
 

Bride to Terabithia 
The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he 
becomes friends with a newcomer.  They create a hideaway, 
Terabithia. 

Classic 

 
Paulsen 

The Island 
For kids who love the outdoors or survival/wilderness stories, 
Gary Paulsen is king.  Fifteen-year-old Will discovers himself 
and the wonders of nature when he leaves home to live on an 
island in northern Wisconsin. 
 

 
Peck 
 
 

On the Wings of Heroes 
Davy Bowman is determined to “do whatever it takes to win the 
war”.  Davy will collect scrap metal, scavenge for rubber, and 
face great fears to do his part.  This is a wonderful, sometimes 
hilarious, view of life back home during WWII. A story for boys 
who like war stories.  
 

Ponti Framed! (or, Vanished!, or Trapped!) 
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Any of the books in this series about a boy who uses his powers 
of observation to solve mysteries that leave the FBI stumped. 
 

 
Puller 

Captain Superlative 
When a middle school student starts running around in a crazy 
costume and performing acts of kindness, shy Janey is 
determined to find out why. There is a secret behind all this 
niceness and courage is needed. 
 

Raskin The Westing Game 
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together 
an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the 
circumstances of his death before they can claim their 
inheritance. 
 

Reynolds 
 
 

As Brave as You 
Genie has "worry issues," so when he is sent to spend a month 
with grandparents, he goes into overdrive. He discovers that 
Grandpop is blind, there's no Internet, and he will have to do 
chores. What's behind the "nunya bidness door"? And is that a 
gun sticking out from Grandpop's waistband?  
 

Roth 
Divergent 
In a future world every teen must decide which of the five 
societies to join.  Will they stay with the people who raised them 
or reject their way of life and become something new? 

 
Riordan 
 

The Lightning Thief (any book in the series) 
Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can’t seem to focus.  Percy 
could have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned into a monster 
and tried to kill him. Percy’s mom knows it’s time that he knew 
the truth, and that he goes to the one place he’ll be safe. She 
sends Percy to a summer camp for demigods.  
 

Rylander Codename Zero 
Funny adventure story about a kid prankster who finds himself 
in the middle of a mystery. When a desperate man in a black suit 
asks 13-year-old Carson Fender to deliver a mysterious package 
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for him, he discovers there’s something going on in his sleepy 
hometown he had never expected. 
 

Schmidt The Labors of Hercules Beal 
Hercules Beal has enough to deal with: a funny name, a new 
school, and the loss of his parents. He does not need a teacher 
who assigns him the actual labors of the mythological Hercules 
as a class assignment. 

Mrs. Baker’s top 3 

Schmidt 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy 

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, 
Maine, but things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a 
girl from a nearby island community founded by former slaves 
that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a 
tourist spot. 
 

Sepetys The Bletchley Riddle 
Lizzie wasn’t meant to be at Bletchley Park (famous for breaking 

WWII codes) but she did mean to avoid being sent away. She is 

determined to solve the question of her mother’s disappearance. Being 

surrounded by brilliant codebreakers couldn’t hurt. 

 

 
Shafer 

The Mailbox 
Would you know what to do if you came home one day from 
sixth grade and found a dead body on the floor?  Gabe doesn’t 
want to go back to foster care, so he just pretends nothing is 
wrong.  That is when he starts to get the mysterious notes in the 
mailbox. 
 

 
Snyder 

The Egypt Game 
The first time Melanie Ross meets April Hall, she's not sure they'll have 

anything in common. But she soon discovers that they both love 
anything to do with ancient Egypt. When they stumble upon a 
deserted storage yard behind the A-Z Antiques and Curio Shop, 
they decide it's the perfect spot for Egypt Game. 

Classic 

Taylor Roll of Thunder Hear my Cry 
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One family’s struggle to keep integrity, pride and their 
inheritance in the face of racism is the Jim Crow South is also 
Cassie’s story. Cassie grows up with struggles that teach her the 
importance of the land and her family’s history on it. 
 

  
Tolkien 
 

The Hobbit 
The adventures of the well-to-do hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, who lives 
happily in his comfortable home until a wandering wizard invites 
him on an adventure to steal a dragon’s treasure. 

Classic 

 
Velde 

Heir Apparent 
While playing a total immersion virtual reality game of kings and 
intrigue, fourteen-year-old Giannine learns that demonstrators 
have damaged the equipment to which she is connected, and she 
must win the game quickly or be damaged herself. 
 

Weeks So B. It 
Heidi doesn't know when her birthday is or who her father is. In 
fact, everything about Heidi and her mentally disabled mother's 
past is a mystery. When a strange word in her mother's 
vocabulary begins to haunt her, Heidi sets out on a cross-country 
journey in search of the secrets of her past. 
 

 
Whelan 

Listening For Lions 
When Rachel is orphaned by the influenza epidemic in British 
East Africa in 1919, neighbors force her to pretend she is their 
daughter. The daughter of a missionary doctor and his wife, 
Rachel has grown up connected to the African countryside and 
people. 
 

 


