
 

Summer of 2026  
Awesome Rising 6th Graders, read one book from this list that you 

have never read before. Take an AR test as part of the optional 

Summer Reading Challenge 
 

Science 
 

Benjamin Franklin: Giants of Science by Krull 

The Boy who Harnessed the Wind by Kamkwamba  

Chasing Space (young readers’ edition) by Leland Melvin 

George Washington Carver by Janet & Geoff Benge 

Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story by Ben Carson 

Hidden Figures (young readers’ edition) by Margot Shetterley 

How We Got to Now by Steven Johnson 

Isaac the Alchemist by Mary Losure 

 

History 

  

Alexander the Great: Master of the Ancient World by Wilhelm   

Andrew Jackson: The Making of America by Teri Kanefield 
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Anne Frank and the Children of the Holocaust by Carol Ann Lee 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip Hoose 

Corrie Ten Boom: Keeper of the Angels Den by Janet & Geoff Benge 

Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American  

             Incarceration during WWII  

Endless Steppe: Growing Up in Siberia by Esther Hautzig 

Good Brother Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth & John  

Wilkes Booth by James Giblin  

Guts & Glory: The American Civil War by Ben Thompson 

Guts & Glory: World War II by Ben Thompson 

Guts & Glory: The Vikings by Ben Thompson 

Hannibal: Rom’s Worst Nightmare by Brooks 

Harriet Tubman: Freedombound by Janet & Geoff Benge 

Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans  

by Kadir Nelson 

Hidden Like Anne Frank: 14 True Stories of Survival by Marcel Prins 

I am Cleopatra by Norwich 

The Last Train: A Holocaust story by Arato  

Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the  

World’s Most Notorious Nazi by Neal Bascomb 

Notorious Benedict Arnold by Steve Sheinkin 
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Real Revolution: The Global Story of American Independence  

by Marc Aronson 

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by Ji Li Jiang 

Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson 

 

 

Biography 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future:  

Young Readers Edition by Ashlee Vance 

Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglas A Monumental    

  American Man. By Tonya Bolden 

George Washington Carver: from Slave to Scientist  

by Janet & Geoff Benge 

Hand in Hand: Ten Black Men Who Changed America 

 by Andrea Pinkney 

Harriet Tubman: Freedombound by Janet Benge 

I am Malala: Young Readers Edition by Yousafzai 

Jim Elliot: One Great Purpose by Janet Benge 

Ladies First: 40 Daring American Women Who Were Second to  

None by Elizabeth Cody Kimmel 
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Onward: African American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson 

 by Johnson 

 Who Was Marco Polo? By Holub   

 

Sports 

   Chasing Space (young readers’ edition) by Leland Melvin 

A Girl Named Faithful Plum: The True Story of a Dancer from China 

 and how she Achieved Her Dream by Richard Bernstein 

 Heart of a Champion: The Dominique Dawes Story by Washburn 

 Hope Solo: My Story (Young Readers Edition) by Solo 

No Summit Out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to  

Climb the Seven Summits by Jordan Romero 

Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team that Changed a 

 Town by Warren St. John 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you choose a book that is also on the 6th Grade Biography list you 

can take an AR test on the book, complete the biography project and count it 

toward the Summer Reading Challenge as well. 

 


