
Chapel Preparation and Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 8 
 
Chapel Topics 
 
Over the summer, please decide on two topics for your Chapel message. One of your topics will be approved 
when we return to school. You should consider areas of your life that are important to you (people, activities, 
and so forth), why they have made a significant impact on your life, and what lessons others could learn from 
your message. Please type your topics and rationale on the “Chapel Topics and Rationale” Doc on your 
Chapel Google Classroom; you will submit the Doc at our first class meeting.   
 
Summer Reading Options (2 Books Total) 
 
The following books represent a range of topics, perspectives, and experiences. All of our Grade 8 units will 
connect to the theme of “Identity and Justice.” For summer reading, please choose one book from the list 
below and one choice book you think you will most enjoy reading. You are encouraged to take notes and 
annotate your texts in preparation for the beginning of the school year. Upon return, students will write an 
explanatory essay (in class!) to examine the theme of “Identity and Justice.” While reading, keep an eye out for 
well-chosen facts, details, quotations, or other information/examples in both of your books. Being prepared with 
notes and annotations will be essential to your success on your in-class essay upon your return to school. You 
will not have access to notes or annotations on a phone. 
 
A note to families: The Amazon links below briefly summarize each text. Please review the summary with your 
child and discuss what are interesting, appropriate choices. This is a great time to discuss your family’s values 
around entertainment, including books! I’d also suggest visiting our wonderful local, independent bookstores, 
such as Looker Books (Coatesville) and Reads & Company (Phoenixville).  
 
Choose ONE book from the list below: 

Genre Title, Author, and 
Amazon Link 

ISBN-13 Page Count 

Young Adult Nonfiction The Enigma Girls: How 
Ten Teenagers Broke 
Ciphers, Kept Secrets, 
and Helped Win World 
War II by Candace 
Fleming 

978-1338749571 384 

Young Adult Classic 
Literature (Fiction) 

The Outsiders by S.E. 
Hinton 

978-0425288290 224 

Young Adult Historical 
Fiction 

Beyond the Bright Sea by 
Lauren Wolk 

978-1101994870 320 

 
For your second book, what book would you like to read? There's almost no limit on what you can choose!  

Two things to keep in mind:  

1.​ Your choice should be at your reading level or higher  
2.​ You have not read it before (also, a movie is not a replacement for reading the book) 

Your local bookseller, librarian, and CommonSense Media are great resources for suggestions!  

https://bookshop.org/shop/lookerbooks
https://www.readsandcompany.com/browse
https://www.amazon.com/Enigma-Girls-Teenagers-Ciphers-Scholastic/dp/1338749579/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gxgCb8VklOm1H5xWaYVVU3kRipxusZ5pYeeaB7clad1ZcL9qe2U5gViwdX_B8fjvVI0M3iA34KaXZvm95F6IeyAvP_w-blv8LM-M-qts6pPA0c2ftBR95C_jW82vIFwIzm6OctbogRK9oC0505x9LppjsmdSyqTlaKZm7CVVjA8iLu33u36uHXJhOV6sK2oxzxCbxLDd_Vb-qF1mnTM38AmammD9rFAW85pJly1RCaM.JYxNpvo9QICWi1hniD_SipyeUou5REwVvgEjK4CjpRc&qid=1711744149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enigma-Girls-Teenagers-Ciphers-Scholastic/dp/1338749579/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gxgCb8VklOm1H5xWaYVVU3kRipxusZ5pYeeaB7clad1ZcL9qe2U5gViwdX_B8fjvVI0M3iA34KaXZvm95F6IeyAvP_w-blv8LM-M-qts6pPA0c2ftBR95C_jW82vIFwIzm6OctbogRK9oC0505x9LppjsmdSyqTlaKZm7CVVjA8iLu33u36uHXJhOV6sK2oxzxCbxLDd_Vb-qF1mnTM38AmammD9rFAW85pJly1RCaM.JYxNpvo9QICWi1hniD_SipyeUou5REwVvgEjK4CjpRc&qid=1711744149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enigma-Girls-Teenagers-Ciphers-Scholastic/dp/1338749579/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gxgCb8VklOm1H5xWaYVVU3kRipxusZ5pYeeaB7clad1ZcL9qe2U5gViwdX_B8fjvVI0M3iA34KaXZvm95F6IeyAvP_w-blv8LM-M-qts6pPA0c2ftBR95C_jW82vIFwIzm6OctbogRK9oC0505x9LppjsmdSyqTlaKZm7CVVjA8iLu33u36uHXJhOV6sK2oxzxCbxLDd_Vb-qF1mnTM38AmammD9rFAW85pJly1RCaM.JYxNpvo9QICWi1hniD_SipyeUou5REwVvgEjK4CjpRc&qid=1711744149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enigma-Girls-Teenagers-Ciphers-Scholastic/dp/1338749579/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gxgCb8VklOm1H5xWaYVVU3kRipxusZ5pYeeaB7clad1ZcL9qe2U5gViwdX_B8fjvVI0M3iA34KaXZvm95F6IeyAvP_w-blv8LM-M-qts6pPA0c2ftBR95C_jW82vIFwIzm6OctbogRK9oC0505x9LppjsmdSyqTlaKZm7CVVjA8iLu33u36uHXJhOV6sK2oxzxCbxLDd_Vb-qF1mnTM38AmammD9rFAW85pJly1RCaM.JYxNpvo9QICWi1hniD_SipyeUou5REwVvgEjK4CjpRc&qid=1711744149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Enigma-Girls-Teenagers-Ciphers-Scholastic/dp/1338749579/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gxgCb8VklOm1H5xWaYVVU3kRipxusZ5pYeeaB7clad1ZcL9qe2U5gViwdX_B8fjvVI0M3iA34KaXZvm95F6IeyAvP_w-blv8LM-M-qts6pPA0c2ftBR95C_jW82vIFwIzm6OctbogRK9oC0505x9LppjsmdSyqTlaKZm7CVVjA8iLu33u36uHXJhOV6sK2oxzxCbxLDd_Vb-qF1mnTM38AmammD9rFAW85pJly1RCaM.JYxNpvo9QICWi1hniD_SipyeUou5REwVvgEjK4CjpRc&qid=1711744149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Outsiders-50th-Anniversary-S-Hinton/dp/0425288293/ref=sr_1_2?crid=IL0HDKW7E55L&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.uzbmDVFi19W7VOGJBeo4zajPEV-NTPuGIpH1QTuCCWcZSYOqaibJ9tB6xXTWJDefILY6Q6wpI7Y0vqz7uVXuqvRR_5YRr1IpFsRYRWUBs4uQXufnbmuR48L0ow89nkqif73tpmJ9gk_cpG7cz7FuJgqHtXVMnvuSIre-JRFlvDdHHpGTER-3KpQu7adoOPJUARH9jmEoZA7shubgvKZ2X8mFDNOfJB7YSNn44R9TAEs.h9PR5ZDbcGOsy4rf3KzAfDn6__l9Qq7ecjRL8leLU84&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+outsiders+book+by+s.e.+hinton&qid=1776953919&sprefix=the+outsiders+book%2Caps%2C184&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Bright-Sea-Lauren-Wolk/dp/1101994878/ref=sr_1_17?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.g1vOMKM8EPXRpDuFx46E300zPwBiXCkPk2bSl8j7m23KY27Te7yqF9AvrDCSoEiAk9d_F_omjey11sTdBpGaWhZRhCAG9QvIbDmLshsZhp34SFCFf4I_jaYxeG6n3-lVbQ1kuVCDivhV2LTXXLFGvl-y16TSiqMcVgpk-LTCV6ICYQM3_-AiLzR2pYUY89VIXyDSYY4R4XDEhCsmIvY1jrv4tEF3Tw836mGK0yjYnoUZYEs2fy3hY-jYA_LWaZAoQpmWgMrovt3SY7Ma_IgbCNEVWCHZqaafl6jzl7vv2_Y.pVTm9eS8DmUOmebu8MSD5eyfy4KCQsnCQanjUW_PXHE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Books+for+8th+Graders&qid=1711745794&sr=8-17
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews
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