
Welcome Upcoming 6th Grade Parents!

Dean Rusk Middle School



Typical Day

6 period school day 
       4 Academic
       2 ConnectionsBell Rings at 4:00 pm 



Teams

4 Teachers Per Team-
Lit Comp 

Math 
Science 

Social Studies 

** Please note that the school does 
not honor requests for specific 

teams or teachers



Middle School Classes

4 Academic Classes 
Lit/Comp 

Math 
Social Studies 

Science 
 

2 Connections 
Classes



The purposes of DRMS Connection Classes are to give students exposure to a variety of 
courses, to facilitate student identification of interests, to refine skills in a variety of 

hands-on experiences, and to prepare students to select subjects appropriately when 
they reach high school. 

Art Computer
Science

STEM 
Exploratory

Careers
Band,

Chorus, 
&

Orchestra

Exploring 
Engineering 

and 
Technology

Family
&

Consumer
Science
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General
Music

Physical 
Education
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Culture



Your child’s 2026-2027 course placement was 
sent to you via ParentVue.
          Please be aware that course placement 
decisions are data driven. 

Course Placements

Questions?

No problem!! Reach out to your 
Grade Level Administrator: 

Mrs. Burns
Lisa.Burns@cherokeek12.net

mailto:Joan.Graham@cherokeek12.net


Larger Building 
Lockers 

Class Changes
Academic Teams 
More Teachers 

Academic Clubs & Sports 
Responsibility 

Middle School
What is Different from Elementary School?



To foster a supportive school community, 
DRMS believes in the importance of:

•Accountability – Acceptance of 
responsibility.

•Compassion – Empathy in action.

•Respect – Regard for other’s worth.

Chief Culture



Standardized Testing

Georgia Milestones 
6th and 7th Grades – English 

Language Arts and Mathematics

8th Grade – English Language 
Arts, Mathematics,                        
Social Studies, and Science



Open for individual students, small groups, & classes.

Hours: Monday through       
Friday

8:40 – 4:00

Student access to collaboration station for small group projects.

Extensive materials for reference, pleasure reading, & parent information.

Students have access to iPads and e-books. 

Fines charged for overdue books. 



Breakfast:  $1.75 for students.  

Every day from 8:15-8:50 a.m.

Lunch:  $3.50 for students. 

25-minute period every day

Seating: Students sit with their assigned class at assigned tables. 

Choices:  2 Serving lines that offer three hot entrees, fresh vegetables and 
fruits, peanut butter and jelly meal bags, yogurt bags, salads, wraps and 
sandwiches. Students may buy a la carte items daily: ice cream, chips, 
water, Envy drinks and more. 

Purchasing Options: 

Extras and a la carte items can be purchased using lunch account or cash.



Clubs & Teams

Academic Bowl Team 
Art Club

Cultures Club
Drama Team 

Fish Club 
Friends Club

First Lego League Team
National Jr. Beta Club 

Science Bowl
Science Olympiad
Photography Club

Reading Club/Tome Society 

Relay for Life/Pay it Forward 
Rusk Reporters 

Speech & Debate Club 
Spirit Club 

Student Council 
Video Broadcast News 

Junior Raiders
Tech Phantoms

Student Ambassadors
Yearbook Club 

4-H Club



DRMS strictly adheres to CCSD 
Board guidelines for student 
conduct, as described in the 

CCSD Student Parent 
Handbook and Discipline Code.

Discipline is firm, fair, 
and progressive. It is 

consistently applied to 
all students. 

CCSD Student Parent Handbook



Behavior Card

• Excessive point 
deductions will result in 
an Administrative 
Discipline Referral.

• Admin Detention
• ISS

• Students have a Behavior Card for each Grading 
Period.

• Please review the behavior Card – Information 
will come out at the beginning of the year about 
how to join through Canvas

• Points are deducted for classroom behavior 
infractions.

• Phone/ emails home
• Parent/ Student meetings

: :



Students will receive 
Administrative consequences 
in accordance with the 2026-

2027 CCSD Discipline Code and 
Student Parent Handbook.

Students will receive 
Administrative Discipline 
Referrals when they have 

excessive point 
deductions on their 

Behavior Card and for 
other violations of CCSD 

Discipline Code.

Administrative Referral



Cell Phones
1. Cell phones/Smart Devices/earbuds are only allowed 

before school or after school. 
2. Cell phones/Smart Devices/earbuds must be stored out of 

sight when school begins at 9AM.
3. Cell phones/Smart Devices shall not be used for 

photography or recording.
4. The photographing, recording, or transmitting of profane, 

vulgar, inappropriate, or threatening material is 
prohibited. 

5. The photographing, recording, or transmitting of a fight, 
assault, sexual material, drug-related material, or gang-
related material is prohibited.



DRMS will be 1:1 next year. 

Other technology throughout the building that 
students and teachers have access to include:

• iPads
• Z-space
• Promethean Smartboards
• Global Learning Theatre

 

Technology



Counseling Department

Classroom Lessons
Individual & Small Group Counseling

Crisis Interventions
Consultation with Parents & Teachers
Coordination with Outside Agencies

Parent Collaboration
Referrals for Community Services

Academic Planning
Personal/Social support

Conflict Resolution
Anger Management

Anxiety
     Career Readiness 

Coffee with a Counselor 
Transition Planning

Community Resources 
Be Pro Be Proud

Career Day 
6th Grade Orientation

Organization
Grief

Self-Awareness
Social Skills 

ESOL 
Academic

Referrals can be made online 
through: 

Student referral
Teacher referral  
Parent Email



In accordance with CCSD policy and 
the state law, absences, tardies, and 
checkouts are closely monitored. The 
district will send out attendance 
notification letters at specified 
increments. 

Excessive absences and/or tardies can 
result in required academic recovery 
before or after school.

Excessive absences will be 
reported to the CCSD 
Social Worker.

Field trip privileges can be 
revoked for students who 
have 7 or more unexcused 
absences.

Monitoring of Absences, 
Tardies, and Checkouts



Excused Absences

Reasons for an excused absence:
Personal illness
Serious illness or death in the 
family 
Recognized religious holidays 
observed by one’s faith
 governmental agency
Conditions rendering 
attendance impossible or 
hazardous

After 7 absences, excused or 
unexcused, a doctor’s note is 
required for every absence.



•Teachers’ Canvas Pages

• E-mail (teachers’ e-mail addresses are 
on the DRMS website)

• Phone (770-704-1135)

• Facebook : DRMS Chiefs

• Twitter: @drms_chiefs

• Grade access:  Canvas

• DRMS website: 
http://cherokeek12.net/deanruskms/

Contacts for Parents

Parents with questions 
and/or concerns are 
encouraged to seek 
assistance from school 
personnel. The following is 
the requested sequence:

1. Classroom teacher

2. Counselor

3. Assistant Principal

4. Principal



• The Cherokee County School District utilizes CANVAS: an 
online learning management system for students, parents, 
and teachers.

• Parents should have CANVAS accounts from the previous 
school year.

• Canvas offers teachers and students greater opportunities for 
teaching and learning. Parents can access more information 
about their child’s courses, assignments, calendars, and 
academic progress.



• Join School Council 

• Join PTSA 

• Dads can participate in High 
Five Fridays – First Friday of 
the month

• Volunteer to participate as a 
chaperone on school field 
trips



Be on the look out for more 
information:

6th Grade Chief Camp 
2026 - 2027 Walk-Through

2026 - 2027 Curriculum Night



First Day of 6th Grade

When: 

Where:

What 
happens:

August 3, 2026

Dean Rusk Middle School 

Staff members will 
welcome all students and 
be ready to assist. 



Thank you!
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