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E-Bike Classification and Legal Guidance 

   
Considered a Motor Vehicle if 

any of the following apply: 
 

 NO Operable pedals 
OR 

 

 Motor >750 Watts 
OR 

 

 Can go over 28 MPH 

Must Have Operable pedals 
Motor Must be <=750 Watts 

 

 Class 1 – Pedal Assist 
(up to 20 MPH) 

 

 Class 2 – Throttle Only 
(up to 20 MPH) 

 

 Class 3 – Pedal Assist 
(up to 28 MPH) 
Must be 16 for Class 3 

Weighs <100 pounds 
 

Has Handlebars 
 

Max Speed of 20 MPH 
 

Required Licensing 

 Driver’s License 
 Insurance 
 Registration 

Driver’s License 
NOT  Required 

Driver’s License 
NOT  Required 

Where Can it Go? 

 NO Sidewalks 
 NO Bike Paths 
 NO City Parks 

 
 On Streets (with DL, 

Insurance, Registration) 
 
 Off-Road (DNR OHM rules) 
 
 Private Property with 

Owner’s Permission 

 NO Riverwalk or Pier 
 
 On Streets 

 
 Sidewalks 

 
 Bike Paths 

 NO Streets 
 NO Fox River Trail 
 NO City Parks 
 NO Sidewalk Operation at a 

speed above 15 MPH. 
 

 Sidewalks in residential areas 
only * 

 
 
 
*  MUST yield Right of Way to 
bicycles and pedestrians 

Applicable Laws 

WI 23.335(1)(q) WI 346.80,  .803, .804, .806 
De Pere Ord. 150-6 

WI 346.80,  .803, .804, .805,  
WI 346.94(18s)(c) 
De Pere Ord. 150-6 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/335
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/346/xii/80
https://library.municode.com/wi/de_pere/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH150TRVE
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/346/xii/80
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/346/xiii/94
https://library.municode.com/wi/de_pere/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH150TRVE

